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“We could therefore say that every mother contains her daughter in herself and every daughter her mother, and that every woman extends backwards into her mother and forwards into her daughter.” 

– CG Jung, Essays on a Science of Mythology
In this course we explore the mother-daughter relationship as presented and investigated in sociological theories, case studies, ethnographies and autobiographical novels.  We draw also upon depictions of mother-daughter dynamics in myth, fairy tales, memoir, fiction, poetry, and film.  By situating mother-daughter relationships in their social and cultural contexts, we bring a broad sociological and social-psychological lens to our study.  We move back and forth between a broad, relatively more objective perspective and the more immediately personal and experiential.  Further, we engage in a collective construction of knowledge and understanding.  We learn from what the authors of course readings and videos make available to us and, in turn, we discover and bring to each other’s attention resources – knowledge, insights, experiences – of our own. 

A caveat:  The course readings are focused on mother-daughter relations in the West, particularly (and nearly exclusively) North America.  As we’ll see in the materials, many argue or imply that many if not most of mother-daughter dynamics are universal in some profound ways and, thus, not culturally specific.  Yet, we know that culture does shape family and mothering.  We’ll consider these matters as we proceed through the course and will reach to other cultures as prompted.  Also, I’ll be open to individual students substituting an autobiographical novel from another culture (not studied in another course, however) for either the Marshall or Tan books.  This is to be discussed with me in advance, please.  Films will also assist us in reaching beyond the North American cultural system (and sub-systems).  

Required Readings:

This is a reading-based seminar.  Thus, certain readings are required and must be read in preparation for class discussion as assigned.  These books are:

Carlson, Kathi. 1989.  In Her Image:  The Unhealed Daughter’s Search for Her Mother. Shambhala.

Kid, Sue Monk.  2002.  The Secret Life of Bees. Penguin. 

Marshall, Paule.  1981.  Brown Girl, Brownstones.  CUNY Feminist Press. 

Ortiz Cofer, Judith.  1990.  Silent Dancing:  A Partial Rembrance of a Puerto Rican Childhood Arte Publico Press. 

Shields, Carol.  2002.  Unless:  A Novel.  Fourth Estate Paperbacks. 

Tan, Amy.  The Bonesetter’s Daughter, Ballantine Books.

Edelman, Hope. 1994.  Motherless Daughters: The Legacy of Loss.  Delta. 

Coll, Cynthia Garcia, Janet Surrey, and Kathy Weingarten.  1998.  Mothering Against the Odds:  Diverse Voices of Contemporary Mothers.  Guildford Press.
Mason, Mary Ann and Eve Mason Ekman. 2007.  Mothers on the Fast Track.  Oxford.

Recommended:

Emecheta, Buchi.  1979.  The Joys of Motherhood.  New York: George Braziller. 

Kathryn Harrison, The Mother Knot:  a Memoir.  Random House.
Winterson, Jeanette.  1985.  Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit.  New York:  Atlantic Monthly Press.

The following are also required and are available through the course WIKI page:

Arendell, Terry.  2000.  “Conceiving and Investigating Motherhood:  The Decade of Scholarship.”  Journal of Marriage and the Family:  Decade Review Special Edition 62(4):1192-1207.

Baring, Anne and Jules Cashford.  1991.  Pages xi-13, “Preface” and ”In the Beginning:  The Palaeolithic Mother Goddess.”  In The Myth of the Goddess:  Evolution of an Image.  New York:  Penguin. 

Bruchac, Joseph.  1985.  “Gluskabe and the Game Bag.”  In The Wind Eagle and Other Abenaki Stories.  Bowman Books.

Chodorow, Nancy.  1994.  “Family Structure and Feminine Personality.”  In The Homeric Hymn to Demeter, edited by Helene P. Foley.  Princeton:  Princeton University Press.

Euripides.  Medea.  Trans. by E. P. Coleridge.

Foley, Helene.  The Homeric Hymn to Demeter.  Transl. by Helene P. Foley. In The Homeric Hymn to Demeter, edited by Helene P. Foley.  Princeton:  Princeton University Press.

George, Demetra.  1992.  Pages 238-242, “The Eleusinian Mysteries,” and pages 252-257, “The Mother-Daughter Dark Moon Mysteries.”  In Mysteries of the Dark Moon: The Healing Power of the Dark Goddess.  San Francisco:  Harper. 
Griffin, Susan.  1974. “Feminism and Motherhood.”  In Mother Reader:  Essential Writings on Motherhood.  Moyra Davey, ed.  New York:  Seven Stories Press.

Harjo, Jo.  2001.  “A Mother’s Story.” In Mothers and Children:  Feminist Analyses and Personal Narratives. Susan E. Chase and Mary F. Rogers, eds.  New Brunswick, NJ:  Rutgers Univ.  

Hays, Sharon.  “The Mommy Wars:  Ambivalence, Ideological Work, and the Cultural Contradictions of Motherhood.”  Excerpt from The Cultural Contradictions of Motherhood.  1995.  New Haven:  Yale University Press.

Jung, C. G.  “The Mother Archetype,” in The Archetypes and the Collective Unconscious, vol. 9(i) of the Collected Works, R. Hull,  transl.  Princeton University Press.

Krieger, Susan.  “The Passing Down of Sorrow.” In The Family Silver:  Essays on Relationships among Women.  Berkeley:  University of California Press.

Olsen, Tillie.  1995 (repub.) “I Stand Here Ironing.”  Tell Me a Riddle.  Rutgers University Press.

Rich, Adrienne.  “Introduction, Ten Years Later;” “Foreword,” and “Motherhood and Daughterhood.”  Chapter 9 in Of Woman Born:  Motherhood as Experience and Institution.  Tenth Anniversary Edition.  New York:  Norton.

Rogers, Mary.  2001.  “Othermothering.” In Mothers and Children:  Feminist Analyses and Personal Narratives. Susan E. Chase and Mary F. Rogers, eds.  New Brunswick, NJ:  Rutgers Univ.  

Ruddick, Sarah.  “Talking about Mothers,” from Maternal Thinking:  Toward a Politics of Peace.  1989.  In Mother Reader:  Essential Writings on Motherhood.  Moyra Davey, ed.  New York:  Seven Stories Press.

Steinem, Gloria.  Ruth’s Song.  In Outrageous Acts and Everyday Rebellions.  

“The Ugly Duckling.” Grimms Fairy Tale.

Walker, Alice.  1983.  “In Search of Our Mothers Gardens,” and “One Child of One’s Own:  A Meaningful Digression within the Work(s).” In In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens:  Womanist Prose.  New York:  Harcourt Brace.

Recommended (of almost-innumerable possibilities):

Arendell, Terry.  The New Care Work of Middle Class Mothers:  Managing Childrearing, Employment, and Time.  Minding the Time in Family Experience:  Emerging Perspectives and Issues, Kerry Daly, editor.  JAI.  (2001.)

Arendell, Terry. No Getting It Right:  Mothers, Employment, and Deviancy Discourses. Journal of Symbolic Interaction.  (Forthcoming.)

Collins, Patricia Hill.  1994.  “Shifting the Center:  Race, Class, and Feminist Theorizing about Motherhood.” In Representations of Motherhood, edited by Bassin, Honey Kaplan.

Emecheta, Buchi.  1979.  The Joys of Motherhood.  New York: George Braziller.

Garey, Anita and Terry Arendell.  Children, Work and Family:  Some Thoughts on “Mother Blame.’ Work and Family:  Today’s Realities and Tomorrow’s Visions,  Rosanna Hertz and Nancy Marshall (editors).  Berkeley, CA:  University of California Press.  (2001.)

Woolf, Virginia.  “A Sketch of the Past.” In Moments of Being.  1985.  New York:  Harcourt.

Possible fairy tales – (available on line)

   

http://www-2.cs.cmu.edu/~spok/grimmtmp/ 

“The Virgin Mother’s Child,”  In The Complete Fairy Tales of the Brothers Grimm, Jack Zipes translation, 3rd ed.  2003.  New York:  Bantam. 

“Hansel and Gretel.” In The Complete Fairy Tales of the Brothers Grimm, Jack Zipes transl, 3rd ed.  2003.  New York:  Bantam. 

“The Hand Maiden’s Tale.”  In The Complete Fairy Tales of the Brothers Grimm, Jack Zipes transl, 3rd ed.  2003.  New York:  Bantam.

“Vasilisa the Beautiful.”  In Russian Fairy Tales, Aleksandr Afanas’ev, collector; Norbert Guterman, transl.  1973.  New York:  Random.

Poets whose works we’ll read, among others:

Adrienne Rich, Sharon Olds, Marge Piercy, Audre Lorde, Ann Sexton, Rainer M. Rilke, Cheryl Savageau

Other:  Numerous other readings are listed on the syllabus and additions will be suggested across the course of our work together.  I’ll prioritize these as we move through the materials, urging you to read them as and if you can.  I’ll also be looking to each of you for suggested additional readings and, before the end of the term, I’ll provide you with a comprehensive suggested reading list for future use.  I’ll cover in class some of what I consider to be among the more important and relevant articles of sociological scholarship (and social science contributions, more generally) in class (some of which are listed below).  

The possible readings for a course exploring mother-daughter relationships are nearly innumerable, encompassing literature and poetry, comparative religion, psychology, mythology, sociology, anthropology, history, memoirs.  We can only begin to touch on the range of literature in the limited time we have.  Similarly, time restricts the number of videos we can view; we will attempt to view most of those listed below.  Both with respect to readings and videos, I recommend that you begin a journal, or at least a listing, of materials for possible future review.

Required Coursework
– Required readings: As indicated below (with a few additional readings assigned as we move through the course). This is a reading-intensive course.  Be prepared!!

– Attendance:  Given that this course is based on a shared exploration of selected readings, your attendance is imperative.  Further, we meet only twelve times so any absence if significant.  There are no excused absences:  you are to be in class.  Serious, verifiable illness or family emergency should be discussed with me as promptly as is possible.  Any absence, for whatever reason, requires that a six to eight page analytic essay be written, on a topic assigned and related to the course readings discussed in the class missed.  A second absence will necessitate your being dropped from the course.

– Class participation:  Each student’s participation in class discussions is essential – your participation in class discussion is essential.  Come to class prepared and ready to engage in discussion, questioning, and investigation.  Bring the books and articles assigned for discussion for that day.  I’ll provide advanced guidelines as I deem appropriate for particular readings.  Also, I’ll regularly ask you to bring in some prepared contributions for discussions. 

– Additional course contributions:  You’ll be asked, in rotation, to bring something to share at the beginning of our class meeting: poems and/or particular pieces of music, a children’s story, fairy tale, and so forth.  (Bring sufficient copies of poems or song lyrics to distribute to everyone.)  (This is to take ten minutes or less.)

– Videos:  In addition to viewing videos during scheduled class meetings, we will meet at least one evening to view a video, perhaps two evenings for two videos.  The schedule will be determined as a group.

– Written work:  

– Miscellaneous weekly response papers and outlines for facilitation of class discussions on particular readings (in other words, active class participation and engagement) – 20% of course grade

– Class presentation on selected topic and short (3-4 pages) paper (end of the term) – 15% of course grade

– Two analytic essays, first due 10/27 and second due 12/15.  The paper topics will pertain specifically to course readings and class discussions; they will not require outside research but will entail delving in depth into some particular aspects of the mother-daughter relationship and dynamic as depicted in selected literature read in the course.  (Other options will also be discussed.)  Suggested paper length:  between 10 and 12 pages.  –– 1st paper, 30% of course grade; 2nd paper, 35% of course grade

SCHEDULE

Tentative – Subject to Change and Revision

“The cathexis between mother and daughter – essential, distorted, misused – is the great unwritten story.  Probably there is nothing in human nature more resonant with charges than the flow of energy between two biologically alike bodies, one of which has lain in amniotic bliss inside the other.” 

– Adrienne Rich, Of Woman Born
Week 1, 9/10

Introductions – to each other and to the course.

Week 2 

9/15/, 9/17
Overview of sociological, psychological, and feminist perspectives:

Establishing an interdisciplinary base for examining the mother-daughter relationship


Read for Week 2

Arendell, “Conceiving and Investigating Motherhood:  The Decade of Scholarship”  

Tan, “Mother Tongue.” Weingarten et al., in Garcia Coll et al., “Introduction.”

Ruddick,  “Talking about Mothers” 

Olesen, “I Stand Here Ironing” 

Carlson, In Her Image:  The Unhealed Daughter’s Search for Her Mother.  Introduction, chapters 1, 2, 3, (skim 4), 5, 6, 7 (and skim 8 and 9), and conclusion 

Video:  Motherhood Manifesto 

Week 3

9/22, 9/24
Mothers and Motherhood:  the Western World


Read for Week 3

The Homeric Hymn to Demeter, transl. by Helene P. Foley 

Baring and Cashford..  pages xi-13, “Preface” and “”In the Beginning:  The Palaeolithic Mother Goddess”

George, pages 238-242, “The Eleusinian Mysteries,” and pages 252-257, “The Mother-Daughter Dark Moon Mysteries”  

Medea, by Euripides http://classics.mit.edu/Euripides/medea.pl.txt
The Abenaki Indians’ mythological tradition:



Read (in class):  Gluskabe and the Game Bag (provided in class)



Poetry by Cheryl Savageau (provided in class)
Krieger, “The Passing Down of Sorrow”

Video (options): 
Demeter: the Miracle of Fertility 

Ava Maria; Moms:  Mothers Talking about Motherhood; The Presence of the Goddess
Week 4

9/29, 10/1
Currents in Psychological and Gender Theorizing:  Neo-Object 




Relations, Feminist Psychoanalysis

Read for Week 4
Chodorow, “Family Structure and Feminine Personality” 

Griffin, “Feminism and Motherhood” 

Rich, “Introduction, Ten Years Later;” “Foreword,” and “Motherhood and Daughterhood” 

(Letter from) “Calamity Jane to her daughter Janey, 1880-1902.” 

Hill Collins, “Shifting the Center:  Race, Class, and Feminist Theorizing about Motherhood” 

Week 5

10/6, 10/8
Effects of Mother Loss and Mother Inadequacies on Daughters

Read for Week 5

Edelman, Motherless Daughters

Steinem, “Ruth’s Song.”

Video:  Daughter from Danang


Recommended:  Beloved

Weeks 6 & 7


10/13    fall break ~ no class meeting
10/15 
Mother Loss and Adaptations; “Other Mothers” and Daughters

10/20, 10/22
Read for Weeks 6 and 7
Rogers, “Othermothering”
Harjo, “A Mother’s Story”  

Fraser Wyche, "Let Me Suffer So My Kids Won't: African American Mothers Living with HIV/AIDS," chpt. 8

Garcia Coll, Surrey, Buccio-Notaro, and Molla, in Garcia Coll et. al, "Incarcerated Mothers: Crimes and Punishments,” chpt. 12 

Smith, Surrey, and Watkins in Garcia Coll, "'Real' Mothers: Adoptive Mothers Resisting Marginalization and Re-Creating Motherhood,” chpt. 9

Kidd, The Secret Lives of Bees
Ohye in Garcia Coll, "Safeguarding Wordless Voice in a World of Words,” chpt. 6

Week 8

10/27, 10/29

Daughter Loss and Mothering

Read for Week 8 

Shields, Unless

Weingarten in Garcia Coll et. al, "Sidelined No More: Promoting Mothers of Adolescents as a Resource for Their Growth and Development," chpt. 1 

Hays, “Mommy Wars”

Week 9

11/3, 11/5
Class, Race, Immigration Status, and Mother-Daughters:  Relations and Identities 

– Brown Girl, Brownstones

Read for Week 9

Marshall, Brown Girl, Brownstones
Week 10

11/10, 11/12

Class, Race, Immigration, Cultural Traditions, and Mother-




Daughter Relations – Bonesetter’s Daughter

Read for Week 10

Tan, Bonesetter’s Daughter
Video/outside of class viewing:  The Joy Luck Club  

Week 11

 11/17, 11/19

Race, Circular Migration, Cultural Traditions, and Mother-




Daughter Relations – Silent Dancing 

Read for Week 11

Ortiz Cofer, Silent Dancing

Fraktman in Garcia Coll, "Immigrant Mothers: What Makes Them High Risk?", chpt. 4

Flanagan in Garcia Coll, "Teen Mothers: Countering the Myths of Dysfunction and Developmental Disruption,” chpt. 11
Week 12

11/24, 11/26


Thanksgiving break 

Read for Week 12
Mason and Mason Ekman, Mothers on the Fast Track

Week 13

12/1, 12/3
Social Policy and Mothering; Writing Memoirs of Mother-Daughter Relations
Read for Week 13

Sparks in Garcia Coll, “Against All Odds: Resistance and Resilience in African American Welfare Mothers,” chpt. 10

Benkov in Garcia Coll, "Yes, I Am a Swan: Reflections on Families Headed by Lesbians and Gay Men," chpt. 4

Kingsolver, “Letter to a Daughter at Thirteen,” and “Letter to My Mother”

Tempest Williams, excerpt from Refuge
Week 14

12/8, 12/10
Student presentations

Video:  Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit
Video recommendations:

’Night Mother
Daughters of Suicide

Terms of Endearment

One True Thing

Florence and Robyn

Anywhere But Here

Nuyorican Dream

Real Women Have Curves

Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood

Whale Rider

Recommended additional reading (a partial listing).

Note:  for scholarly recommendations, see bibliographies of Arendell papers (listed on syllabus), and Chodorow, Garey, and Hays books.

Ahmed, Leila. 2000.  A Border Passage: From Cairo to America--A Woman's Journey.  New York:  Viking Penguin.

Allison, Dorothy.  1992.  Bastard Out of Carolina.  New York:  Dutton/Plume.

Begg, Ean. 1985.  The Cult of the Black Virgin.  New York:  Penguin.

Bradley, Marion Zimmer.  1987.  The Mists of Avalon.  New York:  Ballantine Books.

Chodorow, Nancy Julia.  1978. The Reproduction of Mothering: Psychoanalysis and the Sociology of Gender.  Berkeley, CA:  University of California Press.
Cisneros, Sandra.  1991.  The House on Mango Street.  New York:  Knopf Publishing Group.

Cisneros, Sandra.  2002.  Caramelo.  New York:  Alfred A. Knopf.

Dangarembga, Tsitsi.  2002.  Nervous Conditions.  New York:  Avalon Publishing.

Diamant, Anita.  1997.  The Red Tent.  New York:  St. Martin's Press.

Estes, Clarissa Pinkola.  1995.  Women Who Run with the Wolves:  Myths and Stories of the Wild Woman Archetype.  New York:  Ballantine Books.

Fitch, Janet.  1999.  White Oleander.  New York:  Little Brown & Company.

Foley, Helene.  2002.  Demeter and Persephone.  New Hyde Park, NY:  Learning Links.

Fredriksson, Marianne.  1998.  Hanna's Daughters:  A Novel of Three Generations.  New York:  Ballantine Book

Friday, Nancy.  1987.  My Mother, My Self.  New York:  Dell Publishing.

Garcia, Cristina. 1992.  Dreaming in Cuban.  New York:  Alfred A. Knopf.

Garey, Anita. 1999. Weaving Work and Motherhood.  Philadelphia:  Temple University Press.

Gustafson, Fred, ed.  2003.  The Moonlit Path:  Reflections on the Dark Feminine.  Berwick, ME:  Nicolas-Hays, Inc.

Hays, Sharon.  1996.  The Cultural Contradictions of Motherhood.  New Haven, CT:  Yale University Press.

Kincaid, Jamaica.  1995.  The Autobiography of My Mother.  New York:  Farrar, Straus & Giroux.

Kingsolver, Barbara.  1988.  The Bean Trees.  New York:  Harper Trade.

Kingsolver, Barbara.  1999.  The Poisonwood Bible:  A Novel.  New York:  Harper Trade.

Kingston, Maxine Hong.  1989.  The Woman Warrior:  Memories of a Girlhood among Ghosts.  New York:  Knopf Publishing Group.

Lessing, Doris.  1989.  The Fifth Child.  New York:  Knopf Publishing.

Lessing, Doris.  1994.  The Golden Notebook.  San Diego: Harper Trade.

Lowinsky, Naomi Ruth.  1992. The Motherline:  Eveyr Woman’s Journey to Find Her Female Roots.  Jewreemy P,. Tarcher Books.   

Miller, Sue.  1994.  The Good Mother.  New York:  Dell Publishing.

Miller, Sue.  1999.  Family Pictures.  New York:  Harper Trade.

Morrison, Toni.  1987.  Beloved.  New York:  Alfred A. Knopf.

Payne, Karen.  1983.  Between Ourselves:  Letters Between Mothers and Daughters, 1750-1982.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin.

Quindlen, Anna.  1995.  One True Thing.  New York:  Dell Publishing.

Rich, Adrienne.  1976.  Of Woman Born:  Motherhood as Experience and Institution.  New York:  W. W. Norton & Company.

Simpson, Mona.  1987.  Anywhere But Here.  New York: Knopf Publishing Group.

Spretnak, Charlene.  2004.  Missing Mary: The Disappeared Queen of Heaven and the Recovery of Her Grace.  New York:  Palgrave Macmillan.

Susan E. Chase et al.  2001.  Mothers and Children:  Feminist Analyses and Personal Narratives.  New Brunswick, NJ:  Rutgers University.

Tan, Amy.  1990.  Joy Luck Club. New York:  Ballantine Books.

Ulrich, Laurel Thatcher.  1990.  A Midwife's Tale.  New York:  Alfred A Knopf.

Walker, Alice.  1982.  The Color Purple.  San Diego:  Harcourt Trade Publishers.

Walker, Alice.  1984.  In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens: Womanist Prose.  San Diego:  Harcourt Trade Publishers.

Wells, Rebecca. 1998.  Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood.  New York: HarperCollins Publishers.

Williams, Terry Tempest.  1992.  Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family and Place.  New York:  Knopf Publishing .

Woolf, Virginia.  1985.  Virginia Woolf:  Moments of Being, ed. Jeanne Schulkind.  Guilford, CT:  Jeffrey Norton Publishers.
Woolf, Virginia.  2003.  To the Light.  San Diego:  Harcourt Trade Publishers.
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