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URBAN sociology

Spring 2007

Thomas J. Morrione



Sociology 255

Diamond 203, ext. 3152



Tuesday/Thursday 2:30--3:45


This course offers an introduction to a wide range of topics associated with urban sociology. More than half the world’s population lives in cities today and we’ll examine the living arrangements they contain from many perspectives. Sociologists study urban cultures and sub-cultures, patterns of interaction, the uses of and meanings of physical built and un-built space, architecture, social issues such as crime and poverty, planning and historic preservation, political economies, ethnic segregation, neighborhoods, urbanization, modernization, inequality, and gender. Using a variety of readings including a basic text and a reader on urban sociology, we’ll cover a broad range of topics in the first half of the course. Though we’ll address globalization’s effects on cities around the world is a topic, more attention will be devoted to changes in American cities than others.


This course has a community-based service-learning component built into it because I believe that one of the best ways to develop meaningful analyses and understanding about the social world is to do so, when ever possible, by building explanations inductively in “real-life” contexts.

Because we don’t have a ready access to a large markedly complex urban environment, we’ll make do with Waterville. While there are major differences between large and small cities, enough to warrant separate analyses in many cases, there are also parallels that can be drawn. An ongoing discussion this term will be centered on what sorts of differences exist in large and small city life. 

The second half (about) of the course is devoted to one or more community-related projects that we will begin defining quite early in the term. These projects (or the one project comprised of a number of related ones) will contribute 35% of your course grade and will include both a written project report and public presentation. Presentations will be scheduled for the evening of our last class, May 10th, Thursday.


You are required to engage in outside the class research activities in Waterville. This may involve attending off campus meetings at night or in the afternoon, interviewing during the day in Waterville, and/or periods of observation at a number of sites in the city. This will require you to adjust your schedule to participate to a satisfactory level in the project(s) that we define. I, and the class, will try to accommodate your extracurricular activities schedule; but, in the last analysis, meeting course obligations comes before extracurricular activities. If you are not comfortable with this requirement please drop the course now.

REFLECTION AND YOUR JOURNAL: You’re required to write analytic and reflective project-focused commentaries in a journal (computer file is fine) that takes note of some aspect of (1) your engagement with the community and the reading material (very specifically noted and referenced by title, date, and page) as they relate to an emerging or focused research project. Record the date of every entry in your journal—detail, depth of analysis and thought matter. I’ll read and make comments on your entries at various points in the term. This means that when I call on you to report on your engagement with the course material or the community research project, you will have some topic to address, or some question to ask relevant to our readings and discussions that will engage us all. I’ll collect your journal (or your print out of your entries) at the end of the term for final review and it will count for 10% of your grade.


As the semester unfolds this class will, I trust, become more and more of a hands-on experience, ultimately, becoming a “work group” with a compelling goal. 40% of your grade in the course, collectively (meaning that all class members in your research/project group) will get the same grade on the report is based on the project report. So, in total then your grade in the course is based the project (35%), on your journal (10%), an in-class essay examination (25%), and your individual assignments (20%) -- mostly summarizing readings and leading discussions based upon them, and a critical essay on one of the books we have read (10%).


This syllabus is a flexible guide and will be modified during the term to suit our needs and to accommodate visiting speakers and ongoing research activities.

Academic dishonesty: As distasteful as it is for us all to have to attend to this issue, please read the student handbook on the topic. Any student who plagiarizes an other's work (including improperly or non-referenced Internet sources), hands in falsified information, or otherwise cheats on any of the requirements for this course, including a homework assignment or quiz, will receive an F for the course; and, a letter stating the reason for failure will be placed in the student's file. Using part or all of a paper that you submitted for another course's requirements to meet any part of this course's requirement(s) without permission from me to do so constitutes academic dishonesty. Again, please read the student handbook or ask me if you have any questions. It is your responsibility to know what constitutes academic dishonesty. Note also that the faculty has exceptionally effective College-sponsored and library supported web-based tools at their disposal to track text sources and to identify plagiarized material.

Books to Order:

-- Annual Editions - Urban Society, 12th edition, McGraw-Hill, 2005.

-- Beauregard, When America Became Suburban
-- Bookstore Coursepack: (Contents:) 

 1. Hall, Peter "Chapters 17, 19, 20, and 30" from Cities in Civilization.
 2. Goldstone, Jack "Cities and Social Change" from Sociological Forum.
 3. Rose, Peter, "The Levittowners" from Seeing Ourselves: Introductory Reading in Sociology.
 4. Holland, John, "Contrasting Types of Group Relations" from The Study of Society.
 5. Faris, Robert & Dunham, H. Warren, "Natural Areas of the City" from Social Deviance.
 6. Freeman, Jonathan "Crowding and Crime" from Sociology Full Circle.
 7. Aronson, Sidney, "The City: Illusion and Reality" from Readings in Introductory Sociology.
 8. Dobriner, William, "The Growth and Structure of Metropolitan Areas", Readings in Introductory Sociology.
 9. reply E-Mail entitled "Generalized Other" addressed to Tom Morrione from TED Jan. 3, 1998.

 10. Gans, Herbert, "Urbanism and Suburbanism as Ways of Life", from Sociological Perspective.
 11. "Top 50 Cities in the U.S. by Population and Rank" related website: 
<http://www.demographia.com>www.demographia.com, copyright 2000.
-- Flanagan, William. Urban Sociology: Images and Structure. Allyn and Bacon. 4th Edition. 2002.

-- Jacobs, Jane. The Death and Life of Great American Cities. Vintage Edition, 1992.

-- Karp, David A., Gregory P. Stone and William C. Yoels. Being Urban: The Sociology of City Life. Praeger, Second Edition. 1991.

-- Kunstler, James. The Geography of Nowhere. Simon and Schuster, 1993.

-- Lofland, Lyn. A World of Strangers. Waveland Press. 1985. 

Readings and dates/assignments:

Readings and topics for discussion are provided in weekly blocks to allow us more than the usual flexibility in incorporating discussion of developing research plans and other in-class activities such as videos and visiting speakers. Even with this weekly arrangement we may have to alter the syllabus to suit our needs. Not al the readings will be covered in class by me or in group discussions. This does not mean that you are not responsible for them. The quality of your final project depends in part on your being able to integrate reading material that we have, or have not, covered in class with your topic. The schedule/topics list contains basic readings, others will be e-mailed to you as the course develops; most of those e-mailed will be available electronically. Flanagan’s text provides an overview of issues that we will return to in more detail as the semester unfolds.  Annual Editions: Urban Sociology, pieces will be added as discussions warrant. 

Readings are due on the date they are noted. The following CDs are likely to be incorporated into our discussions and/or shown in class:

· Understanding Cities 

· Building the American Dream:  Levittown, NY

· Sprawl:  Inner Cities and Outer Suburbs

· Population and Urbanization 

· Lewis Mumford on the City 

· The Social Life of Small Urban Spaces

· Jane Jacobs and Urban Planning 

Academic dishonesty: As distasteful as it is for us all to have to attend to this issue, please read the student handbook on the topic. Any student who plagiarizes an other's work (including improperly or non-referenced Internet sources), hands in falsified information, or otherwise cheats on any of the requirements for this course, including a homework assignment or quiz, will receive an F for the course; and, a letter stating the reason for failure will be placed in the student's file. Using part or all of a paper that was submitted for another course's requirements to meet any or part of this course's requirement(s) without express permission from the teacher to do so constitutes academic dishonesty. Again, please read the student handbook or ask me if you have any questions. It is your responsibility to know what constitutes academic dishonesty. Note also that the faculty has exceptionally effective College-sponsored and library supported web-based tools at their disposal to track text sources and to identify plagiarized material.

February 6th, Tuesday


Introduction to course and overview requirements and objectives. Exercise: Images of a city.

February 8th ,Thursday and February 13th, Tuesday
-- Visit with Ann Beverage, Waterville’s City Planner and Shannon Haines, Director Maine Street Waterville Association. It is likely that we will schedule a dinner discussion subsequent to this meeting.

Theoretical approaches to sociology and urban studies, an overview: 

--Flanagan, Chapter 1: An Invitation to Urban Studies

--Flanagan, Chapter 2: From Ancient Cities to an Urban World.

--Flanagan, Chapter 3: The Urban Tradition in Sociology.

February 15th, Thursday and February 20th, Tuesday
--Lewis Mumford’s chapter on “Paleotechnic” society, excerpted from Technics and Civilization. 


--Urbanism as a Way of Life. Louis Wirth. The American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 44, No. 1. (Jul., 1938), pp. 1-24.
Stable URL:  HYPERLINK "http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0002-9602%28193807%2944%3A1%3C1%3AUAAWOL%3E2.0.CO%3B2-B" http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0002-9602%28193807%2944%3A1%3C1%3AUAAWOL%3E2.0.CO%3B2-B

10. In reader: Gans, Herbert, "Urbanism and Suburbanism as Ways of Life", from Sociological Perspective.


5. Faris, Robert & Dunham, H. Warren, "Natural Areas of the City" from Social Deviance.

--begin reading Kunstler, The Geography of Nowhere --  asap

February 22nd, Thursday and February 27th, Tuesday
-- Kunstler, The Geography of Nowhere. Finish by Tuesday.

-- Amy Rowe’s senior thesis on Ethic history of Waterville – PDF File to be sent.

----Flanagan, Chapter 5: Ethnic and Minority/Majority Relations in Urban Studies.

March 1st, Thursday and March 6th, Tuesday


Discussion of Classical Conceptions of Urban Life, Classical Observations of Urban Life, and The Social Organization of Everyday City Life.

 --The Ghetto. Louis Wirth. The American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 33, No. 1. (Jul., 1927), pp. 57-71. Stable URL:  HYPERLINK "http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0002-9602%28192707%2933%3A1%3C57%3ATG%3E2.0.CO%3B2-V" http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0002-9602%28192707%2933%3A1%3C57%3ATG%3E2.0.CO%3B2-V
--City Life. Niles Carpenter. The American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 37, No. 6. (May, 1932), pp. 930-936. Stable URL:  HYPERLINK "http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0002-9602%28193205%2937%3A6%3C930%3ACL%3E2.0.CO%3B2-6" http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0002-9602%28193205%2937%3A6%3C930%3ACL%3E2.0.CO%3B2-6
--Karp, Stone and Yoels: Being Urban. Read Preface and Chs 1, 2, 3, and 4. Pp. 1-105.

March 8th, Thursday and March 13th, Tuesday
--Lyn Lofland: A World of Strangers: Order and Action in Public Space. Pp. Preface and Pp. 1-91: Chapters 1,2, and 3: The Preindustrial City; The Early Industrial City, and The Modern City.

--The Stranger and The City. Julie Meyer. The American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 56, No. 5. (Mar., 1951), pp. 476-483.
Stable URL:  HYPERLINK "http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0002-9602%28195103%2956%3A5%3C476%3ATSATC%3E2.0.CO%3B2-7" http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0002-9602%28195103%2956%3A5%3C476%3ATSATC%3E2.0.CO%3B2-7
March 15th. Thursday

--Karp, Stone and Yoels: Being Urban. Read Preface and Chs 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9. Pp. 105-244. 

 On: Lifestyle Diversity and Urban Tolerance; Women in Cities: The Absence of a Presence, Power, Politics and Problems; Sports and Social Life; Urbanism, Suburbanism and Cultural Change.

March 20th, Tuesday


--Flanagan, Chapter 7, Urban Growth and Transitions in the United States.


-- Unit 4 (14-20) in Annual Editions – Cites resurrected and rejuvenated. 

March 22nd, Thursday

-- Lyn Lofland: A World of Strangers: Order and Action in Public Space. Pp.95-180: Urban Public Behavior: City Dwellers in Action; Urban Learning, Privatizing Public Space, Locational Transformation; Privatizing Public Space, Symbolic Transformation; Using the City.

April 3rd, Tuesday and April 5th, Thursday

---- Flanagan, Chapter 9: Poverty, Power, and Crime


---- Unit 7 in Annual Editions: problems associated with urban growth.

April 10th, Tuesday


--Flanagan, Chapter 6: Patterns and Consequences of Urbanization in Poor Countries


--Beginning today we will divide class time between readings (primarily those from Flanagan) and discussion of ongoing research.

April 12th, Thursday and April 17th, Tuesday

 
Urban Planning.

--Jacobs, Jane. The Death and Life of Great American Cities. Parts 1 and 2: The Peculiar Nature of Cities and The conditions for City Diversity. Pp. 3-238. 

April 19th, Thursday and April 24th, Tuesday


--Jacobs, Jane. The Death and Life of Great American Cities. Parts 3 and 4: The Forces of Decline and Regeneration; Different Tactics. Pp. 241-448.


-- Annual Editions. Unit 6 (23-26): Regentrification and Urban Neighborhoods.

April 26th, Thursday


--Flanagan, Chapter 10: Urban Policy (US and Western Europe)


--- Unit 5 Annual Edition: Urban Politics and Policies. 



--Flanagan, Chapter 8: Ecology and Capitalism: Globalization and Locality.”

May 1st, Tuesday


Flanagan, Chapter 11: A Unified Perspective for Urban Sociology.


From reader: 3. Rose, Peter, "The Levittowners" from Seeing Ourselves: Introductory 
Reading in Sociology.
May 3rd, Thursday and May 8th, Tuesday 


Beauregard, When America Became Suburban

May 10th, Thursday 


Presentation of group research findings – an evening presentation is likely, with invited guests. 

****
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On Urban Alienations and Anomie: Powerlessness and Social Isolation
Claude S. Fischer.  American Sociological Review, Vol. 38, No. 3. (Jun., 1973), pp. 311-326.
Stable URL:  HYPERLINK "http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0003-1224%28197306%2938%3A3%3C311%3AOUAAAP%3E2.0.CO%3B2-A" http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0003-1224%28197306%2938%3A3%3C311%3AOUAAAP%3E2.0.CO%3B2-A
A Research Note on Urbanism and Tolerance.  Claude S. Fischer
The American Journal of Sociology , Vol. 76, No. 5. (Mar., 1971), pp. 847-856.
Stable URL:  HYPERLINK "http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0002-9602%28197103%2976%3A5%3C847%3AARNOUA%3E2.0.CO%3B2-6" http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0002-9602%28197103%2976%3A5%3C847%3AARNOUA%3E2.0.CO%3B2-6
Other important links for the course: 

On Levittown:

 HYPERLINK "http://tigger.uic.edu/~pbhales/Levittown.html" http://tigger.uic.edu/~pbhales/Levittown.html
 HYPERLINK "http://www.levittownhistoricalsociety.org/index2.htm" http://www.levittownhistoricalsociety.org/index2.htm
On class and inequality: 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.delmar.edu/socsci/rlong/intro/class.htm" http://www.delmar.edu/socsci/rlong/intro/class.htm
 HYPERLINK "http://www2.fmg.uva.nl/sociosite/topics/inequality.html" http://www2.fmg.uva.nl/sociosite/topics/inequality.html
 HYPERLINK "http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/guide.htm" http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/guide.htm
On urbanization:

 HYPERLINK "http://www.prb.org/Content/NavigationMenu/PRB/Educators/Human_Population/Urbanization2/Patterns_of_World_Urbanization1.htm" http://www.prb.org/Content/NavigationMenu/PRB/Educators/Human_Population/Urbanization2/Patterns_of_World_Urbanization1.htm
      HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urbanization" http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urbanization
Jacob A. Riis (Urban photographer, city reporter, author of books on city life and poverty).
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