conclusions
Conclusions can, at times, be overwhelming.  After diligently researching and writing a paper, students often put a great deal of pressure on themselves when it comes time to wrap up that final paragraph.  Other times, when students have been working on a paper for a long time or are rushed, the conclusion can turn into a dash to the finish line.  Here are a few tips for avoiding conclusions that don’t do your paper justice.

· Before you start writing the conclusion, decide what purpose it should serve.

· Take a break before writing your conclusion.
· Ask yourself some basic questions.[image: image1.wmf]
· Read the assignment and what you’ve already written one more time.
· Remember that you don’t have to save the conclusion for last.
· Think of your essay as one volume of a greater work.

· Don’t take on too many ideas in one final paragraph

What is the purpose of the conclusion?
The George Mason University Writing Center (see works cited) outlines these three functions of a concluding paragraph:


To make one last effort to convince the reader


To suggest larger implications now that the evidence has been presented


To provide a satisfying sense of closure

The Harvard Writing Center (see works cited) outlines this function of a concluding paragraph: “The end of the essay should therefore convey a sense of completeness and closure as well as a sense of the lingering possibilities of the topic, its larger meaning, its implications: the final paragraph should close the discussion without closing it off” (Bellanca).

Take a break before writing your conclusion
When you get to the end of your body paragraphs, it’s a good idea to take a break.  The reader can tell when conclusions are seen as “one more paragraph to finish.”  Put your essay away, and separate yourself from the details of the explanation.  Think about the essay topic in more abstract terms.
Ask yourself some basic questions
When your conclusion is finished, it should answer the question “So what?”  Before you begin writing your conclusion, think about what the answer is.  For example, if you’ve just written a paper on the inherently sexist nature of modern English, push yourself to understand why it could be important.  Here are some examples of useful questions:

Why is this important?


How is this information relevant in a larger context?


What other aspects of this topic need to be studied?

Reread everything else
Going back over the assignment and what you’ve already written can help refresh your ideas about the topic.  The conclusion shouldn’t be used to include ideas that were incomplete earlier in the paper, but should instead be used to unite the ideas presented in your body paragraphs.  

The conclusion doesn’t have to be written last
Some students find that they are developing their conclusion while they’re writing the body paragraphs.  If ideas about the conclusion come to you while you’re writing, take some notes so that you don’t forget them.  Those notes can become an outline for the concluding paragraph. 

Think of your essay as one volume of a greater work

If you were to think of your essay as “just the beginning,” what would come next?  For example, if you were writing about early 20th century colonies in West Africa, what would be the next logical step?  Your conclusion could talk about how political and social conditions in the early 20th century led to the independence of many African colonies in the middle of the 20th century.  Keep this strategy in mind: it’s a strong method to use in highlighting both the importance of your essay and the greater implications of the ideas you’ve presented.

don’t take on too many ideas 

Many students attempt to answer too many questions in the final paragraph(s) of their papers.  It’s important to balance the incorporation of larger ideas with the reiteration of ideas you’ve already defended.   For example, if your essay is about the signing of the Declaration in 1776, don’t make broad conclusions about what the historical act will mean for the year 2076.  It’s more effective to point to a specific event, time period or example.
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