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Know Before You Vote: Filling Vacancies on the Supreme Court – Professor Sandy Maisel
October 7, 7 p.m. Diamond 141
2nd Congressional District Debate 

October 16, 7 p.m. Ostrove Auditorium, Diamond 142
Get Up Downtown: Harvest Fest, co-sponsored with Waterville Main Street
October 19, time TBD, Waterville

Iraq: From 20/20 Hindsight to Future Vision – Stuart Krusell ’85, Bentley College

October 20, 7 p.m. Diamond 122
Know Before You Vote: Predicting Presidential Performance and the 2008 Presidential Candidates – Professor Cal Mackenzie and Randi Arsenalt ‘09
October 21, 7 p.m. Diamond 122

Human Rights Activism in a Developing Country – Asif Saleh, Executive Director, Drishtipat

October 22, 7 p.m. Diamond 122
Panel Discussion: The Financial Crisis

October 23, 7 p.m. Ostrove Auditorium, Diamond 142

Know Before You Vote: Professor Walter Hatch on Foreign Policy
October 28, 7 p.m. Diamond 122

Racism, Sexism and Other Isms in the 2008 Presidential Election – Dr. David Pilgrim, Founder and Curator of the Jim Crow Museum
October 29, 7 p.m. Ostrove Auditorium, Diamond 142

Know Before You Vote: Professor Patrice Franko on International Economics
October 30, 7 p.m. Diamond 122
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_________________________________

1. Update on the Goldfarb Challenge
_________________________________


As readers of this newsletter know, an important part of Colby’s “Reaching the World Campaign” is to raise $4 million to endow future Goldfarb Center programming.  Bill Goldfarb ’68 has challenged the Colby community to meet this goal. 

Here’s his challenge: Bill Goldfarb will match $25,000 of forty individual gifts of $25,000+ as long as the total raised by individual gifts is $3 million. We are pleased to report that to date we have raised over $550,000; we have received 13 gifts that qualify for Bill’s match.  Obviously, we have a long way to go, but we are off to a great start.  Our sincerest thanks go out to all who have contributed to the Center’s endowment.

____________________________________

2. Colby Volunteer Center
____________________________________

The Colby Volunteer Center has been in high demand so far this semester. The class of 2012, after participating in the new community-centered C2IT program during orientation, is contributing to the fervor with their ongoing desire to impact the greater Waterville area through the CVC. 

 

The CVC has initiated five new programs that will add to the seven already in place. Among the five new programs this year is the Alternative High School program, which focuses on students who have experienced difficulty in a typical high school setting. The program had three active volunteers last spring and now has more than fifteen students tutoring English, History, Science and Algebra.

          
The early success of the CVC’s volunteer programs can be attributed primarily to the new grassroots organizational model put in place by the CVC’s director Celia Boren ‘08 and Assistant Directors Jess Palffy ’09, Byron Meinerth ’09, Sameera Anwar ’10, and Steve Erario ’10 last year.  Each CVC program now has a student leader who independently meets, recruits, and retains volunteers.  These student leaders will receive training throughout the year to continue to foster their programs and create lasting relationships with community agencies.      

Looking forward, the CVC aims to increase the number of regular volunteers, encourage amplified student involvement and leadership, and repeat the successes of the Halloween Extravaganza and Colby Cares Day last year. 

Please contact cvc@colby.edu or call 207-859-4150 if you are interested in learning more about CVC programs and events. 
_______________________________________

3. The Occasional Lecture Series
_______________________________________
The Goldfarb Center for Public Affairs and the Waterville Public Library are pleased to announce the Occasional Lecture Series.  The series will feature speakers from the Colby College faculty who will address a broad range of topics.  Lectures will take place at 6:30 p.m. in the library and will be followed by light refreshments.

The first lecture will take place TONIGHT, Tuesday, October 7, at 6:30 p.m. in the Waterville Public Library.  Professor of Anthropology Catherine Besteman will present A Refugee Odyssey: Telling the Story of Maine's Somali Bantu Community.  Besteman will describe the work she and her students have undertaken with members of Lewiston's Somali Bantu community to document their history and resettlement experience in Maine.  Besteman lived in a Somali Bantu village in 1987-88 before Somalia's civil war and in 2006 she was reunited with war survivors from that village who now live in Lewiston. For the past two years, they have worked together to document the refugees' experiences. The collaborative project has created a website [www.colby.edu/somalibantu] and an exhibit at the Colby Museum of Art [October 2 - November 16, 2008], both called The Somali Bantu Experience: From East Africa to Maine.

Geology professor Bruce Rueger will present the next lecture in the series, Geologic and Topographic Challenges Encountered On Benedict Arnold's March To Quebec, 1775 on Wednesday, November 12, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. in the Waterville Public Library.  Regarded as one of the greatest logistical military operations in history, Benedict Arnold’s March to Quebec passed through our backyards in the fall of 1775.  At the time, the march was estimated to take three weeks, but by the end soldiers had covered more than twice the distance originally anticipated over a grueling two months. Rueger will talk about the geology and the topography faced along the march in this fascinating lecture.
For more information about the lecture series, contact Alice Elliott at the Goldfarb Center for Public Affairs and Civic Engagement, 859-5313 or aelliott@colby.edu
______________________________

4. Know Before You Vote Series

______________________________

As the presidential election approaches, the Center is reprising the series begun last spring.  Four faculty members will present their views on the issues confronting the electorate—and on how the candidates differ on these issues.  The series begins TONIGHT at 7 p.m. in Diamond 141 with Center Director Sandy Maisel. Sandy will discuss vacancies on the federal judiciary that the new President will be able to fill.  Later in the month Government professor Cal Mackenzie (with his student research assistant Randi Arsenault ’09) will discuss what one can predict about each candidate’s performance if elected to office, based on the individual’s past experiences.  The series will conclude with a discussion of foreign policy by Government professor Walter Hatch and of international economic policy by Economics professor and Oak Institute Director Patrice Franko.

_______________________

5. Colby Cares About Kids
__________________________
One hundred thirty four new mentors have finished their training and will be joining over two hundred twenty returning mentors at the eighteen sites that Colby Cares About Kids serves in the Greater Waterville Area.  As part of a new component of the CCAK program, site coordinators will come to campus for dinner to meet all mentors at their site. The dinner will offer an informal and convivial setting during which to review expectations and promote connections between mentors. 

The Student Advisory Committee has arranged the busy calendar of exciting activities for the year.  Some of the planned events include:  an ice cream social in November to distribute CCAK t-shirts, a lecture series in February on topics of interest for mentors, and the end of the year BBQ in May.
_____________________________________________

6. Goldfarb Center to Host a Panel on the Financial Crisis
_____________________________________________

Center staff has been working hard to assemble an esteemed panel of experts to address the current crisis in financial markets. Our panel will include Bob Diamond ’74, President and Chief Executive of Investment Banking and Investment Management of Barclays PLC, and Michael Gordon ’66, Chief Operating Officer and Chief Investment Officer of Angelo, Gordon, & Co, among others. The panelists will convene in Ostrove Auditorium on Thursday, October 23 at 7 p.m. to discuss the factors that converged in a near perfect storm to initiate the current financial instability, what this instability means for the economy, and how it will impact ‘Main Street’ as well as Wall Street. Join us.
_____________________________

7. Students Get the Last Word
_____________________________

The Student Advisory Board and the Student Executive Board have been diligently preparing for the many events on the horizon. Isaac Opper, Ben Morse, Khoa Nguyen and Rich Newton put together our first monthly newsletter that was distributed around campus. The newsletter highlighted some of our upcoming events, revealed ways to get involved with the Center, and provided a preview of the successful 2008 Lovejoy Convocation. Many members of the Executive Board hosted guests for the Lovejoy Convocation and had a unique chance to interact with a number of distinguished journalists. The Advisory Board has also been especially productive in brainstorming ideas to publicize upcoming events, some of which we hope to act on in the near future. With Election Day upon us, we are looking forward to our Know Before You Vote series and our Election Night Celebration. Stay tuned for our next newsletter!

-Sarah Whitfield ’09, Executive Board Chair

