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1. A Very Good Year 
___________________
 
Whew!  It has been a very busy year at the Goldfarb Center.  We thought you would be interested in a few of the facts we included in the Annual Report.  They illustrate nicely the depth and breadth of the programming offered by the Center.  All in all, we sponsored more than 30 events, ranging from small dinners with students to two day conferences to lectures with audiences of more than a thousand.  (Thank you Madame Secretary Albright!)
 
In addition to the happenings on campus, we held several events off campus, one in Washington and the other in New York, which were enthusiastically received by area alumni and friends.  While hosting events off-site is a challenge, doing so provides opportunities to tell others about the Goldfarb Center and our wonderful students and brings Colby alumni and friends together.  
 
In a nutshell, here is a summary of the events sponsored by the Goldfarb Center:
 
Topics:                                                  # of events
            Medical research/healthcare       2
            Economics                                  2 
            Domestic policy 
                        Terrorism                        4
                        Transportation                 1
                        Term limits                     1
            Foreign Policy                            3
            Iraq War /Refugee Crisis            2
            Algerian national reconciliation  1
            Hydropower in China                  1 conference 
            Environment                                5
            Education                                     1, 1 conference
            Fair Trade                                     2
            International markets                    1
            Peace Corps                                  2
            Kenyan Conflict                            1
            US/Indian relations                       1
            Social capital in Maine                  1
            Space Exploration                       2
 
Number of events                       34
Podcasts                                   25
Alumni speakers                        6
Faculty partners                          23
 
On the civic engagement front, 25 classes had some sort of community-based component that brought Colby students into contact with area schools, organizations or community groups around issues of mutual concern.  We greatly appreciate the faculty’s willingness to use this approach to teaching.  While he or she necessarily gives up some control of what happens when learning moves outside of the classroom, students often report a higher level of connection to and understanding of subject matter when given these opportunities.  
 
More than 300 Colby students served as mentors to needy children in and around Waterville through the Colby Cares about Kids Program.  Many others were engaged in community work through the Colby Volunteer Center’s programs.  These partnerships included literacy programs, tutoring programs, work with the homeless shelter, and assisting at Maine General Hospital and the Waterville Humane Society.  Colby Cares Day saw more than 300 students turn out to help with a day-long spruce up day throughout the city.    
 
__________________
2. Preparing for Fall 
____________________
 
The search is on for two new Goldfarb staff members for the Fall.  Newsletter author and Assistant Director, Marnie Terhune, has resigned to spend more time with her active family and the new Knight Foundation Program Assistant position has been approved.   The AD will continue to provide administrative support for Goldfarb programs, focus on public affairs programming with the student staff and manage communications between the center and those interested in what is happening on campus through the Center.   The Program Coordinator for the Knight Program in Journalism will ensure that the Visiting Knight Fellows’ campus stays run smoothly and will assist the Echo staff in ensuring that publication’s continuing success.   The Center hopes to have both positions filled by August 1.  
 
Sarah Whitfield ’09 is working for the Goldfarb Center this summer, readying the schedule of events for the autumn.  Highlights include the Lovejoy Convocation,  several True Life: After Colby dinners and a talk on our country’s dependence on foreign oil.
 
There’s nothing like a healthy debate to get the blood stirring, and the Goldfarb Center is hosting several of them this fall.  We'll hold a Cotter Debate on the place bio-fuels holds within our domestic energy policy, a debate between the 2nd Congressional District candidates and (tentatively) a debate between Susan Collins and Tom Allen who are vying for one of Maine’s US Senate seats.  Without traveling off campus,  Colby students will be exposed to the art of crafting sound arguments and making public presentations throughout the fall.
 
___________________________
3.  Students Get the Last Word
___________________________
 
The end of the spring semester was extremely busy for the Goldfarb Center. The highlight of the April calendar came with the Brody Award Convocation which honored Judge Leonie Brinkema.  The evening began with a panel discussion entitled “The Conflict Between Protected Civil Liberties and Government Intrusion in a Time of Terrorist Threats” featuring Jan Crawford Greenburg, ABC News Legal Correspondent, Professor James Friedman, University of Maine, and Judge Margaret Morrow, U.S. District Court Judge for the Central District of California. 
 
This June the Goldfarb Center was happy to receive more applications for the Student Executive Board than ever before. We were thrilled to have such an enthusiastic group of applicants and are looking forward to working with the new Board starting this summer. 
 
Finally, this spring we were extremely sad to hear that our assistant director Marnie Terhune has decided to resign. Marnie has been an incredible asset to the Goldfarb Center and has always been more than willing to meet with student to support them in any way she can. While we look forward to working with a new assistant director, we will truly miss her vision and enthusiasm. We wish her the best of luck.


