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About the Oak Fellowship

The Oak Fellowship annually offers an opportunity for one prominent activist in international human rights to take a sabbatical leave from front-line work to spend the fall semester (September – December) in residence at Colby College in Waterville, Maine. This provides the fellow time for respite, reflection, research, and writing.  In addition to conducting his or her own research, the fellow will teach one seminar on his or her work area or expertise.  Following the period of the award the fellow is expected to return home to continue human rights work.

The Oak Institute seeks a frontline human rights activist who works on problems created by or associated with poverty outside of the United States for residence at Colby in the fall of 2011 and is pleased to issue a call for nominations for the 2011 Oak Human Rights Fellowship. 

In this call, we highlight our concern about the physical and emotional violence, the potential loss of security and dignity, often associated with deprivation. Our next Oak Fellow will work to promote human rights threatened by poverty. Such rights include but are not limited to: the right to work in safe conditions and earn an adequate and stable income; access to basic food and shelter; freedom from forced evictions; access to adequate health care and medical attention; access to basic services and infrastructure; the right to a healthy and safe living environment, including access to clean drinking water; access to education; freedom from discrimination based on class or income.

We especially encourage applications from those who are currently or were recently involved in on-the-ground work at some level of personal risk and are in need of respite.  

General Application Instructions

Please type or print clearly all requested information.  

A complete application includes:

· A completed application form (all questions answered, sections I through III).

· A copy of your resume, biography or curriculum vitae (please give dates for all activities).

· Two recommendations from someone familiar with your work. These recommendations must be sent directly from the recommender to  oakhr@colby.edu or mailed via post to:

Professor Walter Hatch 
Oak Institute for the Study of International Human Rights
Colby College 

5300 Mayflower Hill

Waterville, ME 04901  

· Answers to all personal statement questions in section IV.

· Recommended: Printed information on your human rights organization (e.g., brochures, reports, newspaper stories, articles on your work and the work of your organization). These can be emailed directly to oakhr@colby.edu Remember to put your name in the subject line of your email (last name, first name, OAK 2011 application).
Please send application materials as early as possible. Applications received after December 15, 2010 or applications that are incomplete (i.e., do not include all of the required components) will not be considered. 

Applicants should upload or email all materials together at one time, except for extra material and recommendations, which should come directly from the recommender to oakhr@colby.edu or postal address mentioned above.  

You can simply type into this document.  Then save the document and change the title to your last name, first name, OAK 2011 application.  (An example of a document title would be:  Sanchez, Nancy OAK 2011 application.) 

Once your application is complete, please upload your application and resume in the appropriate fields .
If you have trouble uploading your documents, you can also email your application, and resume to: 

Professor Walter Hatch, Director

oakhr@colby.edu

In the subject line, please include: Oak Application, (your last name, your first name)

Please send any/all attachments at one time, either within 1 email message, or in multiple messages that are sent one immediately after the other.  Please title each with your last name, first and a descriptor.  For example:  Sanchez, Nancy vita; Sanchez, Nancy press articles; Sanchez, Nancy, letter of recommendation.  We MUST be able to find the documents associated with your name!

For those applicants who prefer to send a printed application, 

please mail your complete application to:

Professor Walter Hatch
Oak Institute for the Study of International Human Rights

Colby College

5300 Mayflower Hill

Waterville ME 04901 USA.

Recommendations may arrive either electronically or in printed form.  

Please note that the parameters of the Oak Fellowship are strict.  You may find many answers to your questions about whether or not your situation meets the fellowship’s criteria on the Frequently Asked Questions section of our website: http://www.colby.edu/oak   

Please contact us by e-mail at oakhr@colby.edu or at (207) 859-5319 if you have any questions.
I. Personal Data

Please include with your application a recent copy of your resume, curriculum vitae, or a brief biography as an attachment.

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________

First 
         Middle
                    Last (Family/Surname)

Work Address:


State/province:
   Postal Code:
  Country:


Home Address:


State/province:
   Postal Code:
  Country:


Telephone number(s):

Home:


Fax: 


Mobile:

Which telephone number is the best to contact you? ____________________________________
E-Mail: ____________________________________

If your organization has a website, please provide the address: __________________________________________

Occupation/Profession:

Title:


Date of Birth:

/ 
/ 
(Month/Day/Year)
Male/Female: __________

Country of Residence:
 Country of Citizenship:


We realize that some human rights work requires that you be out of phone or email contact for periods of time. In the event that you are selected for an interview and we are unable to reach you directly, is there someone else whom we can contact for your schedule or to help us find you? Also, please indicate if there is a possibility that you might be out of contact for a prolonged period (3-5 days) in February or March.

____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

How did you learn about the Oak Human Rights Fellowship? 
II: References

A.  List the two persons you will ask to submit a recommendation on your behalf, and also indicate whether each recommendation is included with this application or is being sent separately.  

PLEASE REMIND THE RECOMMENDERS OF THE APPLICATION DEADLINE: December 15, 2010.

Recommendation 1:


Name:

Title:



Organization:

Telephone:




Fax:


E-mail:


Mark One:   ___Included    ___Sent Separately

Recommendation 2:


Name:

Title:



Organization:

Telephone:




Fax:

       E-mail:


Mark One:    __Included     __Sent Separately

B.  Please provide the names and contact information for two individuals whom we can call or email as additional references to learn more about your human rights work.

Reference 1:


Name:

Title:



Organization:

Telephone: 



Fax:


E-mail:


Reference 2:


Name:

Title:



Organization:

Telephone:




Fax:


E-mail:


III. Affiliations

A. Please list Human Rights Organizations with which you are currently affiliated:


Organization:

Contact Person:



Address:

Telephone:




Fax: 

E-mail:



Organization:

Contact Person:



Address:

Telephone:




Fax:

E-mail:


B. Please list any additional human rights organizations with which you or your organization has been working:


Organization:

Contact Person: 



Address:

Telephone:




Fax:

E-mail:



Organization:

Contact Person: 



Address:

Telephone:




Fax:

E-mail:


C.  Please provide links to any websites where we can view articles you have written or others have written about you, presentations you have given or audios or videos related to your work.   Feel free to provide as many as you like. 

(Please type in the name of the website and the url.  For example Nancy Sanchez might have listed:  

Center for International Policy, Program on Colombia:  http://www.ciponline.org/colombia/051014cipconf.pdf

Program at Smith College, 500 Years is Enough

http://www.activeingredients.org/mp3audiomedia.htm  )  

IV: Personal Statement

Please answer the following questions (no more than 500 words or one page for each).   If you use additional sheets of paper, please indicate which question you are answering and place your name on each page (i.e.  Nancy Sanchez, question 4).  

1. Briefly summarize your experience in the field of human rights, including your current work and your plans for the future. What are the achievements of which you are most proud? What are the primary challenges in your work? 

2. Have you ever been offered or accepted any other fellowships or awards pertaining to your human rights work?

3. Why are you interested in the Oak Human Rights Fellowship?

4. Why is a respite from your human rights work desirable at this point in your career?

5. Does your work involve a level of personal risk?  Please explain.

6.  How has the level of risk in your work changed in the past 6 months?

7. What contributions might you be able to make to human rights activities for the campus community? You should address this question generally and in specific, please respond to the issues below.

(a) The Oak Institute has a lecture fund to bring people to campus to give talks or sponsor human rights related events (i.e., films, debates, panels, etc...). What suggestions would you make regarding speakers or topics for the Oak Lecture series?

(b) The Oak Fellow is expected to conduct a weekly one hour discussion seminar with students pertaining to the issues of human rights on which he or she works.  How would you structure the class or discussion group?  What would be its major themes?  What kinds of books and articles might you ask students to read?  What else might you plan to incorporate into a course on human rights?

(c) With which academic departments or programs at Colby do you have shared interests? Please consult www.colby.edu/academics_cs/majmin.cfm for a list of majors and programs.  What kinds of collaborative efforts do you envision? 

7.  Is there any reason you can think of, if you were selected as the Oak fellow, that you would not be able to be in residence at Colby from August through December?  

8. Is there any other information about yourself or your work that you would like to share with the committee that you feel distinguishes you from the other candidates?

Thank you for your interest and your important work in human rights!

IMPORTANT DATES


Nominations Due	November 1, 2010


Applications Due	December 15, 2010


Decision Announced April 15, 2011


Fellowship Begins August 2011
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