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This online exhibit uses images from the Wesley McNair Papers
to encourage reflection about various aspects of
the modern creative life.

Enjoy!



CASE 1

Photographs of family and childhood



CASE 1




Al not only Ilived i n a br okoarmpovdrtg mi | vy,
growing desperate after my father left in the 1940s -- and that experience gave
me my first awareness of I ife outside

Left to right:
Mc Nai rdos father and mot he. pmmem——— o ar |
The McNair brothers with pet dog, May 1944.

The McNair brothers, Christmas 1948. Their father did not appear, as hoped.



A My g-sclaodl seeachers were upset with me as a daydreamer, and my

mot her, in exasperation, often call ed
defense, 1 tds by t hegdgeydagdregningandmyc har ac
stubbornnessit hat | became, i n the end, a po

McNair at age 1.
Fourth grade class. McNair, third from left in front row, served as class poet.



CASE 1 - THEMES

A Discerning creative characteristics and tendencies in the young child

A How childhood provides memories and impressions that are used in
later writing



CASE 1 - QUESTIONS

A Looking back at yourself as a child, which traits have led you to be a
writer?

A Which early memories or experiences have become themes in your
writing?



CASE 2

Little Brown KokopagesT A Tot 0 b ook



CASE 2

Koko
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By Blmc‘:i‘:w Seale Hunt
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Little Brown 4 ?
) O X Cireus Cake

By Blanche Seale Hunt

AWhen | was 1 n s
or thereabouts, my mother

read to me the episodic stories

of a black boy named Little

Brown Koko. One reason |
identified with Koko, no doubt,

was that he lived with his

mother, who was called

0 Mama, 6 tlusedfon a me
my mother, and the father of

the family in the stories was
absent and never mentioned.

But | also liked the Koko

stories because of the food.

The meals were always
sumptuous and fully described,
Including food we seldom saw

I n our nearly Dba
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THAT WENT

HEA\} Li\l

ARnTot Bookso comp
McNair by age 12, so titled
because they told stories

Intended for young children.
nNAfter |1 ving fo
a broken home, with too much

of the switch, and then getting

a stepfather who had his own
dangerous temper
accident that the better life my
characters long for always
Involves a new and more
sympathetic home. In the Tot
Book called The Adventures of

a Balloon, for instance, a

helium balloon that is

accidentally set adrift finds its

way back to the child who lost

it, and through the child, to the
home of a loving mother and

fat her . o



CASE 2 - THEMES

A How early encounters with writing leave lasting impressions

A How a childoéds first creative wor k



CASE 2 - QUESTIONS

A What did you read, or have read to you, as a child?
A What were your first creative works, and why did you create them?

A How did your early reading and writing contribute to your
development as a writer?



CASE 3

Early poems 1 Donald Hall letter
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