2008 Colby College Factbook

Majors at Graduation (Completions) Data updated July 1, 2008

Majors at Graduation (Graduates from July 1 of prior year through June 30 of indicated year)

Majors at Graduation

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Completions (Unduplicated count of graduates) 486 484 469 469 521
Majors (counts double majors twice) 604 594 577 581 665
Double Majors (as % of all graduates) 118 (24.3%) 110 (22.7%) 108 (23.0%) 112 (23.9%) 144 (27.6%)

Ranked list of Class of 2008 majors at graduation, by department / program

Count of % of All Completed Majors
Majors % of All Individual Graduates (duplicates double majors)
Department of Biology 70 13.44% 10.53%
Department of Economics 64 12.28% 9.62%
International Studies Program 52 9.98% 7.82%
Department of English 52 9.98% 7.82%
Department of History 50 9.60% 7.52%
Department of Government 49 9.40% 7.37%
Department of Psychology 29 5.57% 4.36%
Department of Mathematics 29 5.57% 4.36%
Department of Art 25 4.80% 3.76%
Department of Sociology 22 4.22% 3.31%
Department of Physics 21 4.03% 3.16%
Department of Spanish 19 3.65% 2.86%
Department of East Asian Studies 19 3.65% 2.86%
Department of Chemistry 19 3.65% 2.86%
Environmental Studies Program 17 3.26% 2.56%
Department of Classics 14 2.69% 2.11%
Department of French and Italian 13 2.50% 1.95%
Department of Anthropology 11 2.11% 1.65%
Department of Philosophy 11 2.11% 1.65%
Department of German and Russian 10 1.92% 1.50%
American Studies Program 10 1.92% 1.50%
Department of Music 9 1.73% 1.35%
Independent Major 9 1.73% 1.35%
Department of Geology 9 1.73% 1.35%
Latin American Studies Program 8 1.54% 1.20%
Department of Religious Studies 7 1.34% 1.05%
Department of Computer Science 6 1.15% 0.90%
Education and Human Development Major (Ind) 4 0.77% 0.60%
Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Program 3 0.58% 0.45%
Department of Theater and Dance 2 0.38% 0.30%
Science, Technology, and Society Program 2 0.38% 0.30%
Grand Total 665 n/a 100%
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Majors at Graduation

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Humanities 176 (29.1%) 158 (27.4%) 156 (23.5%) 163 (28.1%) 174 (26.2%)

Department of Art 27 (4.5%) 19 (3.3%) 32 (4.8%) 20 (3.4%) 25 (3.8%)
Art 12 (2.0%) 9 (1.6%) 19 (2.9%) 12 (2.1%) 9 (1.4%)
Art: History 8 (1.3%) 3 (0.5%) 9 (1.4%) 3 (0.5%) 10 (1.5%)
Art: Studio 5 (0.8%) 5 (0.9%) 4 (0.6%) 5 (0.9%) 5 (0.8%)
Art: Studio and History 2 (0.3%) 2 (0.3%)

Department of Classics 10 (1.7%) 8 (1.4%) 12 (1.8%) 8 (1.4%) 14 (2.1%)
Classical Civilization 2 (0.3%) 4 (0.7%) 5 (0.8%) 5 (0.9%) 8 (1.2%)
Classical Civilization: English 1 (0.2%) 1 (0.2%) 2 (0.3%)

Classics 6 (1.0%) 2 (0.3%) 7 (1.1%) 1 (0.2%) 6 (0.9%)
Classics: English 1 (0.2%)
Classical Civilization: Anthropology 1 (0.2%)

Department of East Asian Studies 6 (1.0%) 4 (0.7%) 3 (0.5%) 7 (1.2%) 19 (2.9%)
East Asian Studies 6 (1.0%) 4 (0.7%) 3 (0.5%) 7 (1.2%) 19 (2.9%)

Department of English 64 (10.6%) 63 (10.9%) 59 (8.9%) 64 (11.0%) 52 (7.8%)
English 45 (7.5%) 49 (8.5%) 46 (6.9%) 45 (7.7%) 38 (5.7%)
English: Creative Writing 19 (3.1%) 14 (2.4%) 13 (2.0%) 19 (3.3%) 14 (2.1%)

Department of French and Italian 12 (2.0%) 17 (2.9%) 6 (0.9%) 17 (2.9%) 13 (2.0%)
French Literature 2 (0.3%)

French Studies 10 (1.7%) 17 (2.9%) 6 (0.9%) 17 (2.9%) 13 (2.0%)

Department of German and Russian 6 (1.0%) 6 (1.0%) 5 (0.8%) 9 (1.5%) 10 (1.5%)
German 2 (0.3%)

Russian Language and Culture 3 (0.5%) 1 (0.2%) 2 (0.3%) 2 (0.3%) 4 (0.6%)
German Studies 1 (0.2%) 3 (0.5%) 1 (0.2%) 7 (1.2%) 5 (0.8%)
German Language, Literature, and Culture 2 (0.3%) 2 (0.3%) 1 (0.2%)

Department of Music 9 (1.5%) 3 (0.5%) 9 (1.4%) 12 (2.1%) 9 (1.4%)
Music 9 (1.5%) 3 (0.5%) 9 (1.4%) 12 (2.1%) 9 (1.4%)

Department of Philosophy 16 (2.6%) 15 (2.6%) 15 (2.3%) 11 (1.9%) 11 (1.7%)
Philosophy 16 (2.6%) 15 (2.6%) 15 (2.3%) 11 (1.9%) 11 (1.7%)

Department of Spanish 19 (3.1%) 18 (3.1%) 10 (1.5%) 10 (1.7%) 19 (2.9%)
Spanish 19 (3.1%) 18 (3.1%) 10 (1.5%) 10 (1.7%) 19 (2.9%)

Department of Theater and Dance 7 (1.2%) 5 (0.9%) 5 (0.8%) 5 (0.9%) 2 (0.3%)
Theater and Dance (2003 and later classes) 7 (1.2%) 5 (0.9%) 5 (0.8%) 5 (0.9%) 2 (0.3%)

Interdisciplinary 98 (16.2%) 82 (14.2%) 95 (14.3%) 83 (14.3%) 105 (15.8%)

American Studies Program 12 (2.0%) 16 (2.8%) 19 (2.9%) 4 (0.7%) 10 (1.5%)
American Studies 12 (2.0%) 16 (2.8%) 19 (2.9%) 4 (0.7%) 10 (1.5%)

Education and Human Development Major (Ind) 6 (1.0%) 2 (0.3%) 6 (0.9%) 11 (1.9%) 4 (0.6%)
Human Development 6 (1.0%) 2 (0.3%) 6 (0.9%) 11 (1.9%) 4 (0.6%)

Environmental Studies Program 19 (3.1%) 10 (1.7%) 13 (2.0%) 17 (2.9%) 17 (2.6%)
Environmental Studies: Policy 19 (3.1%) 7 (1.2%) 10 (1.5%) 10 (1.7%) 11 (1.7%)
Environmental Studies: Science 3 (0.5%) 3 (0.5%) 7 (1.2%) 6 (0.9%)

Independent Major 12 (2.0%) 4 (0.7%) 13 (2.0%) 10 (1.7%) 9 (1.4%)
Independent: Miscellaneous 7 (1.2%) 4 (0.7%) 13 (2.0%) 10 (1.7%) 9 (1.4%)
Science, Technology, and Society 5 (0.8%)

International Studies Program 37 (6.1%) 38 (6.6%) 32 (4.8%) 32 (5.5%) 52 (7.8%)
International Studies 37 (6.1%) 38 (6.6%) 32 (4.8%) 32 (5.5%) 52 (7.8%)

Latin American Studies Program 7 (1.2%) 8 (1.4%) 5 (0.8%) 4 (0.7%) 8 (1.2%)
Latin American Studies 7 (1.2%) 8 (1.4%) 5 (0.8%) 4 (0.7%) 8 (1.2%)

Science, Technology, and Society Program 2 (0.3%) 2 (0.3%) 3 (0.5%) 2 (0.3%)
Science, Technology, and Society 2 (0.3%) 2 (0.3%) 3 (0.5%) 2 (0.3%)

Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Program 5 (0.8%) 2 (0.3%) 5 (0.8%) 2 (0.3%) 3 (0.5%)
Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 5 (0.8%) 2 (0.3%) 5 (0.8%) 2 (0.3%) 3 (0.5%)
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2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Natural Sciences 125 (20.7%) 152 (26.3%) 125 (18.8%) 128 (22.0%) 154 (23.2%)
Department of Biology 55 (9.1%) 78 (13.5%) 53 (8.0%) 57 (9.8%) 70 (10.5%)
Biology 32 (5.3%) 53 (9.2%) 33 (5.0%) 31 (5.3%) 44 (6.6%)
Biology: Cell & Molecular Biology/Biochemistry 9 (1.5%) 11 (1.9%) 5 (0.8%) 7 (1.2%) 9 (1.4%)
Biology: Environmental Science 10 (1.7%) 6 (1.0%) 11 (1.7%) 4 (0.7%) 6 (0.9%)
Biology: Neuroscience 4 (0.7%) 8 (1.4%) 4 (0.6%) 15 (2.6%) 11 (1.7%)
Department of Chemistry 11 (1.8%) 24 (4.2%) 17 (2.6%) 17 (2.9%) 19 (2.9%)
Chemistry 3 (0.5%) 3 (0.5%) 4 (0.7%) 8 (1.2%)
Chemistry: A.C.S. 1 (0.2%) 6 (1.0%) 2 (0.3%) 4 (0.7%) 4 (0.6%)
Chemistry: Cell & Molecular Biology/Biochemistry 2 (0.3%) 2 (0.3%) 2 (0.3%) 2 (0.3%) 2 (0.3%)
Chemistry: Environmental Sciences 1 (0.2%) 1 (0.2%) 1 (0.2%) 1 (0.2%) 1 (0.2%)
Chemistry: Biochemistry 7 (1.2%) 12 (2.1%) 9 (1.4%) 6 (1.0%) 4 (0.6%)
Department of Computer Science 17 (2.8%) 9 (1.6%) 5 (0.8%) 7 (1.2%) 6 (0.9%)
Computer Science 17 (2.8%) 9 (1.6%) 5 (0.8%) 7 (1.2%) 6 (0.9%)
Department of Geology 5 (0.8%) 4 (0.7%) 12 (1.8%) 4 (0.7%) 9 (1.4%)
Geology 4 (0.7%) 2 (0.3%) 10 (1.5%) 4 (0.7%) 8 (1.2%)
Geology: Biology 1 (0.2%)
Geology: Earth Science 1 (0.2%)
Geoscience 1 (0.2%) 2 (0.3%) 1 (0.2%)
Department of Mathematics 25 (4.1%) 25 (4.3%) 22 (3.3%) 28 (4.8%) 29 (4.4%)
Mathematical Sciences 14 (2.3%) 13 (2.3%) 14 (2.1%) 20 (3.4%) 20 (3.0%)
Mathematics 11 (1.8%) 12 (2.1%) 8 (1.2%) 8 (1.4%) 9 (1.4%)
Department of Physics 12 (2.0%) 12 (2.1%) 16 (2.4%) 15 (2.6%) 21 (3.2%)
Physics 12 (2.0%) 12 (2.1%) 16 (2.4%) 15 (2.6%) 21 (3.2%)
Social Sciences 205 (33.9%) 202 (35.0%) 201 (30.2%) 207 (35.6%) 232 (34.9%)
Department of Anthropology 20 (3.3%) 8 (1.4%) 8 (1.2%) 11 (1.9%) 11 (1.7%)
Anthropology 20 (3.3%) 8 (1.4%) 8 (1.2%) 11 (1.9%) 11 (1.7%)
Department of Economics 43 (7.1%) 53 (9.2%) 55 (8.3%) 57 (9.8%) 64 (9.6%)
Economics 31 (5.1%) 37 (6.4%) 32 (4.8%) 31 (5.3%) 35 (5.3%)
Economics: Financial Markets 8 (1.3%) 15 (2.6%) 13 (2.0%) 17 (2.9%) 17 (2.6%)
Economics: International Economics 2 (0.3%) 2 (0.3%) 4 (0.6%)
Economics: Public Policy 1 (0.2%) 3 (0.5%) 2 (0.3%)
Economics: Mathematics 3 (0.5%) 1 (0.2%) 5 (0.8%) 5 (0.9%) 8 (1.2%)
Department of Government 49 61 (10.6%) 51 (7.7%) 54 (9.3%) 49 (7.4%)
Government 49 (8.1%) 61 (10.6%) 51 (7.7%) 54 (9.3%) 49 (7.4%)
Department of History 38 (6.3%) 34 (5.9%) 39 (5.9%) 44 (7.6%) 50 (7.5%)
History 38 (6.3%) 34 (5.9%) 39 (5.9%) 44 (7.6%) 50 (7.5%)
Department of Psychology 28 (4.6%) 27 (4.7%) 28 (4.2%) 20 (3.4%) 29 (4.4%)
Psychology 27 (4.5%) 21 (3.6%) 24 (3.6%) 8 (1.4%) 22 (3.3%)
Psychology: Neuroscience 1 (0.2%) 6 (1.0%) 4 (0.6%) 12 (2.1%) 7 (1.1%)
Department of Religious Studies 11 (1.8%) 9 (1.6%) 4 (0.6%) 5 (0.9%) 7 (1.1%)
Religious Studies 11 (1.8%) 9 (1.6%) 4 (0.6%) 5 (0.9%) 7 (1.1%)
Department of Sociology 16 (2.6%) 10 (1.7%) 16 (2.4%) 16 (2.8%) 22 (3.3%)
Sociology 16 (2.6%) 10 (1.7%) 16 (2.4%) 16 (2.8%) 22 (3.3%)
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Minors at Graduation (Graduates from July 1 of prior year through June 30 of indicated year)

Minors at Graduation

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Completions (Unduplicated count of graduates) 486 484 469 469 521
Minors (counts double minors twice) 204 190 190 165 208
Graduates with at least one minor (% of all gradautes) 191 (39.3%) 172 (35.5%) 175 (37.3%) 155 (33.0%) 196 (37.6%)
Graduates with only one minor (% of all graduates) 178 (36.6%) 154 (31.8%) 160 (34.1%) 145 (30.9%) 184 (35.3%)
Graduates with two minors (% of all graduates) 13 (2.7%) 18 (3.7%) 15 (3.2%) 10 (2.1%) 12 (2.3%)
Graduates with no minor (% of all graduates) 295 (60.7%) 312 (64.5%) 294 (62.7%) 314 (67.0%) 325 (62.4%)
Humanities 57 (27.9%) 65 (34.2%) 59 (31.1%) 44 (26.7%) 61 (29.3%)
Art 7 (3.4%) 11 (5.8%) 10 (5.3%) 8 (4.8%) 15 (7.2%)
Chinese 2 (1.0%) 5 (2.6%) 4 (2.1%) 1 (0.6%) 4 (1.9%)
Classical Civilization 3 (1.5%) 3 (1.6%) 2 (1.1%) 2 (1.2%) 4 (1.9%)
Classics 2 (1.0%) 1 (0.5%) 1 (0.6%)
Creative Writing 6 (2.9%) 7 (3.7%) 10 (5.3%) 3 (1.8%) 6 (2.9%)
East Asian Studies 2 (1.0%) 5 (2.6%) 1 (0.6%) 1 (0.5%)
German 1 (0.5%) 1 (0.5%) 1 (0.5%)
Italian Studies 8 (3.9%) 5 (2.6%) 10 (5.3%) 5 (3.0%) 8 (3.8%)
Japanese 5 (2.5%) 1 (0.5%) 6 (3.2%) 3 (1.8%) 5 (2.4%)
Music 4 (2.0%) 4 (2.1%) 4 (2.1%) 6 (3.6%) 6 (2.9%)
Philosophy 11 (5.4%) 6 (3.2%) 5 (2.6%) 10 (6.1%) 8 (3.8%)
Russian Language and Literature 3 (1.5%) 6 (3.2%) 2 (1.1%) 2 (1.2%) 1 (0.5%)
Theater and Dance 3 (1.5%) 10 (5.3%) 6 (3.2%) 2 (1.2%) 2 (1.0%)
Interdisciplinary 49 (24.0%) 41 (21.6%) 33 (17.4%) 36 (21.8%) 48 (23.1%)
African Studies 2 (1.0%) 1 (0.5%) 3 (1.6%) 1 (0.6%) 2 (1.0%)
African-American Studies 1 (0.5%)
Education 12 (5.9%) 5 (2.6%) 8 (4.2%) 11 (6.7%) 15 (7.2%)
Education: Professional Certification 8 (3.9%) 9 (4.7%) 5 (2.6%) 5 (3.0%) 3 (1.4%)
Environmental Studies 6 (2.9%) 16 (8.4%) 8 (4.2%) 10 (6.1%) 18 (8.7%)
Human Development 8 (3.9%) 4 (2.1%) 3 (1.6%) 4 (2.4%) 6 (2.9%)
Jewish Studies 2 (1.0%) 3 (1.6%) 2 (1.1%) 1 (0.6%) 1 (0.5%)
Science, Technology, and Society 8 (3.9%) 1 (0.5%) 2 (1.1%) 1 (0.6%) 1 (0.5%)
Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 2 (1.0%) 2 (1.1%) 2 (1.1%) 3 (1.8%) 2 (1.0%)
Natural Sciences 39 (19.1%) 23 (12.1%) 42 (22.1%) 28 (17.0%) 24 (11.5%)
Chemistry 11 (5.4%) 5 (2.6%) 8 (4.2%) 8 (4.8%) 6 (2.9%)
Computer Science 9 (4.4%) 4 (2.1%) 2 (1.2%) 1 (0.5%)
Geology 1 (0.5%) 1 (0.6%)
Mathematics 17 (8.3%) 15 (7.9%) 26 (13.7%) 13 (7.9%) 14 (6.7%)
Physics 2 (1.0%) 2 (1.1%) 4 (2.1%) 4 (2.4%) 3 (1.4%)
Social Sciences 59 (28.9%) 61 (32.1%) 56 (29.5%) 57 (34.5%) 75 (36.1%)
Administrative Science 21 (10.3%) 24 (12.6%) 26 (13.7%) 35 (21.2%) 45 (21.6%)
Anthropology 10 (4.9%) 11 (5.8%) 17 (8.9%) 7 (4.2%) 15 (7.2%)
Economics 8 (3.9%) 12 (6.3%) 6 (3.2%) 6 (3.6%) 11 (5.3%)
Environmental Education 2 (1.2%) 1 (0.5%)
Indigenous Peoples of the Americas 1 (0.5%) 1 (0.5%)
Psychology 15 (7.4%) 5 (2.6%) 4 (2.1%) 4 (2.4%)
Religious Studies 5 (2.5%) 8 (4.2%) 2 (1.1%) 3 (1.8%) 3 (1.4%)
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