Art 173
Guidelines for Writing Assignments

Your liberal arts training at Colby ideally provides you with the ability to communicate effectively, both orally and in writing. In Art 173, we work on both skills, but we focus much attention on developing strong writing skills. For this reason, your writing assignments include mandatory readings from The Art of Writing about Art. This handbook provides key information about how translating a visual experience into written prose differs from other types of writing, but it also offers concrete advice on writing skills that should help you write better in all of your classes and throughout the remainder of your life. When you write your essays for this class, you should follow the models provided by Suzanne Hudson and Nancy Noonan-Morrissey in the writing handbook.

What are my expectations for your papers?

1. Good mechanics

This includes: proper punctuation; spelling; noun-verb agreement; consistent use of your chosen verb tense; correct sentence structures, etc.
2. Well structured composition

This includes: following the directions for specific paper structures outlined by Hudson and Noonan-Morrissey in Writing about Art; proper use of the introduction-body-conclusion structure; correct use of paragraph breaks; articulation of thesis statement in introduction, followed by points of proof in the following paragraphs; topic sentences in each paragraph

3. Effective use of voice

This includes: eradication of passive voice in favor or active voice; concise writing; eloquent use of vocabulary; consideration of audience (need not be stated in your paper, but should be a part of your paper planning); use of first, second, or third person voice, as determined by the needs of your presumed audience, or argumentative force 

4. Thoughtful observation (“content”)
This includes: interesting thesis (achieved through asking questions that probe beneath the surface of the obvious); insightful viewing of the work of art; strong use of evidence to support thesis
In grading your paper, I will weigh these four elements equally by assigning 25% of the grade to each aspect: mechanics, composition, voice, and content.

FAQ:

1. This isn’t an English course so why should I have to work so hard at writing?

2. What’s so bad about passive voice?
3. I don’t understand what a “point of proof” is in writing about art. Can you explain?

