ART 173
Expository Essay

What is an Expository Essay?
· For a complete and succinct answer to this question, you should read chapter 3 ("Writing the Expository Essay") in The Art of Writing About Art.
I urge you heed their advice. 

· In The Art of Writing About Art, Hudson and Noonan-Morrissey describe an expository essay as follows:
"At the heart of the expository essay about art is an inference. In other words, the writer posits a theory about the art and then supports that theory with facts." (p. 51) They counsel the writer to follow the following steps before beginning to write: 1. Choose a topic; 2. Pose a research question; 3. Formulate a thesis; 4. Articulate a proof question; and 5. List the points of proof. (pp. 52-56). 

Option One: Indian Painting
Paper Description
This paper will be a focused study of one Indian miniature painting from the Colby College collection. Your task will be to identify the painting’s origins—its region of production, and possibly its date—by comparing it with attributed works from other museums. Please use the Internet links provided below for comparative images. You may also use books from the Bixler Art and Music Library; however, please make sure to cite the location or source of your comparative images so that I may refer to them when reading your paper.

For the purposes of this expository essay, your “inference” will be a statement of the painting’s origins; your "points of proof" will be visual aspects shared by two or more works. Be precise in describing the similarities, using especially the formal elements of line, shape, color, scale, composition, etc. Similarities in subject matter may also provide evidence for your identification. 

Internet sites for the comparative images
http://www.asiasociety.org/arts/power_desire/index2.html 
(online exhibition)

http://www.colby.edu/art/AR173/papers/harvard.ppt
(Powerpoint of Harvard’s Sackler Museum Collection of Indian Painting)

http://www.asia.si.edu/collections/eGalleryView.ASP?CollectionID=779 (A selection of Indian paintings in the Freer-Sackler Museum collection.)

Three pages; due Friday, Oct. 9
Option Two: Japanese Painting
Paper Description

This paper will be a focused study of Sesshu Toyo’s Broken-Ink Landscape (1495). As a Zen monk, Sesshu painted for his temple; however many of his paintings do not contain the traditional icons of deities. Instead, Sesshu favored landscape themes. The question you should address in your paper is: does Broken-Ink Landscape contain religious meaning? If so, where does that meaning reside, and how does the viewer apprehend it? If not, why DID Sesshu choose this subject matter and style of painting?
For the purposes of this expository essay, your “inference” will be a statement about the painting’s religious content; your "points of proof" will be visual features of the painting that support your statement. Be precise in describing these features, using especially the formal elements of line, shape, color, scale, composition, etc. 

Three pages; due Monday, Nov. 23
