Art 173 - Art of Asia

Final Project Assignment and Guidelines

The final project will be a proposal for a museum exhibition on some aspect of art in Asia. Your proposed exhibition must include works from the three different cultures of China, Japan, and India tied together by a common theme. You may find it helpful to imagine that you are a curator presenting your proposal to a grant-giving organization whose “panel of experts” will judge your plan on the basis of its creativeness, scholarly integrity, comprehensiveness, and significance to the viewing public. In other words, your task is to “sell” the idea to them.

Your exhibition must have a theme; it cannot be just be a random collection of art objects discussed individually as examples of Asian art. Your theme will provide a larger conceptual framework that guides your selection of objects and your presentation of those works. The “panel of experts” particularly likes focused and well-articulated themes.  

This project will require some library research, although it should not be considered exclusively a research project (the panel is more interested in the creative development of an idea than an exhaustive exploration of information).

Required Components:
1. An essay in which you discuss the subject and describe the installation of the exhibition (this should be at least 5 pages long, double spaced)

2. A list of the art objects to be displayed, with photocopies (label or number them and limit to 20 artworks or fewer – quality not quantity, please)

3. Text for all descriptive labels and/or wall panels

4. A floor plan of the exhibition. Draw your hypothetical museum space and lay out where the objects will be in the exhibition, being careful to consider the sizes of the works of art.
Optional schedule for the final project:

Nov. 18 – Brief statement of exhibition topic and theme. (1-2 paragraphs)

Nov. 30 – List of images; include bibliographic citations
Dec. 7-11 – First draft of the essay and any other supporting materials
Due Date for Entire Project: Final Exam Date for this Course by 5:00 pm.

