Art 173

Fall, 2009
Paper 1

Formal Analysis of Indian Art
This first paper will be a “formal analysis” of a work of Buddhist art from the Colby College collection (on display in Bixler hallway cases). 
In preparing to write this essay, you must read the following sections from The Art of Writing About Art by Suzanne Hudson and Nancy Noonan-Morissey:


Chapter 1, pages 1-8 and 17-28


Chapter 2, complete

They define a formal analysis as “an essay that discusses the ways in which the artwork’s subject manner, formal elements, principles of design, and medium work together to create an overall impression.” Although your essay will focus on the physical form of the work of art, your viewing of the object and identification of an “overall impression” will involve some interpretation. Therefore, you will need to draw upon the early Indian context and iconography that we have read about and discussed in class.

The essay is due on Sept. 25
3 pages, double-spaced

