
 
BI392 – The Cell Cycle and Cancer 

Guidelines for Discussion of Papers in Class 
 
An important part of this class is the discussion of papers led by 
student leaders.  The student leaders are intended to lead the 
discussions, not do all the talking.  In fact, I might expect the 
discussion leaders to do the least amount of talking during a good 
discussion.  Discussion leaders will be responsible for selecting a 
related article to assign, and to see that students present their 
most interesting ideas to the rest of the class during the discussion.  
To facilitate these discussions, specific responsibilities are outlined 
below: 
 
Papers that are discussed in detail should be read before the end of 
the weekend and your Discussion Preparation sheets must be placed 
in the box outside my office by Monday at noon each week.   
 
Discussion leaders may pick up the Discussion Preparation sheets 
after 4:00pm on Monday from the envelope outside my office.  
Discussion leaders have until 4:00pm on Tuesday to assign a related 
article for students to read before class.  The only restrictions on 
this second article are that it must be available electronically so 
that students have time to fetch it in a timely manner, and that it 
must be related to the discussion topic in some way.  The article may 
be from popular literature (like magazines or newspapers) or from 
the scientific literature.  Obviously, deadlines may be met earlier, 
too! 
 
The discussion preparation for March 18th (Misconceptions about the 
Causes of Cancer) will be handled differently because time is set 
aside on March 4th for students to find their own resources to 
support or refute certain topics presented in those essays. 


