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	Colby College Student Government Association

4080 Mayflower Hill

Waterville, ME 04901-8840

tel 207.859.4080

fax 207.859.4280

sga@colby.edu



Minutes

To: Presidents’ Council
From: Richard Schwartz, Publicity

Date: December 3, 2009
Re: Formal Meeting Notes

Attendance:

1) Approved minutes

Community Forum:

Dean’s Report:

None 

Executive Board Guest:

None

Exec Board Report

1) Jake:

a) Last meeting of the semester—things are going well as a whole. Here’s a list of our accomplishments for this year:

i) HFAC Proposal

ii) Colby Clothing Closet

iii) First Survey on Pulver

iv) Audell has done a fantastic job budget-wise; we’re going to do JanPlan funding

v) Traditions Committee-Winter Carnival

vi) Google Calendar

b) Great emotions and ideas tossed out in meetings—very happy with everyone has done. Passing around a list that will allow you to share what you’ve done thus far

c) Trustee Meeting in January that Jake and Katie will attend: will share this list with them there

2) Katie:

a) Last Tuesday’s Forum at the Chapel: Dorm Damage and sense of community. 

b) Pulver responses  - looking to make them all happen

i) Exhibiting artwork

ii) Extending hours

iii) Make LoPo more comfortable

iv) Mural or Statue in the Space

v) Fires in the Fireside Lounge

vi) Big Clock!!

c) Weekly SGA meetings during JanPlan – will communicate timing closer to the date

i) Committee on Elections will meet
3) Audell:

a) Into the last week of the funding year—funding will close after Monday evening

i) We’ve spent $96,000- we’ll role additional funds into JanPlan and the spring. We have $11,000 that we have not spent

4) Ricky: 

a) Winter Carnival

5) John:
a) Website is going well

b) Next semester we are going to do funding requests online—should simplify the process

6) Julie:
a) HFAC Proposal tonight—thanks for the input

Committee Reports:
1) AAC – Katie

a) Draft of the proposal that will be done on Tuesday

2) Admin – Alexander Aitoro

a) Not Met

3) Off Campus – Ross Nehrt

a) No news

4) Admissions and Financial Aid – Athul & Amy– we met last week

a) Split into subcommittees: Supplemental Essay Question—thank you to everyone who has gotten back to us

5) Athletics – no one appointed

6) CAC – Jake Fischer

a) Continuing the discussions on implementing the recommendations from CCWG

i) Initially focused on Statement of Community Expectations

ii) Spoke more recently about dorm damage

iii) Looking at a separate hard-alcohol policy; making disciplinary policy more succinct 
7) Cultural Events – Laura Maloney

a) Met and had lunch: talked about the purpose—funding events that meet the guidelines of certain grants. Will vote on funding requests soon

8) Financial Priorities – Brandon Pollock – 

a) Looked at a very confidential budget 

b) Tuition increases next year will be the lowest in ten years
9) Healthcare – Charlie Wulff – 
a) Updating Health Center Website to make it easier to navigate

b) Use of the gym and issues with folks not cleaning machines and whatnot

10) Independent Study – Tracey

a) Haven’t been contacted
11) ITS – John Clauson

a) Preparing final report to trustees on capital projects

b) Possible changes in email and calendaring; Exchange or Gmail

c) Wordpress service is now available
12) Library – Julie Achenbaum –

a) First meeting will be in February

13) Multicultural affairs – Leslie Hutchings 

a) yet to be contacted
14) Race and Racism – to be appointed

15) Student Security Advisory – Ricky

a) Met and spoke about damage
16) Housing Facilities Advisory Committee: Justin

a) Please vote for the proposal

17) Traditions Committee: Sam –

a) Committee has been finalized, but hasn’t met yet

Old Business:
Motion 1 – Housing Facilities Advisory: 2012-J

1. Second

2. 2012-J: A lot has been said, no suite lottery

a. West: No Suite Lottery

3. Roll Call Vote

a. Passed Unanimously

Motion 2 – Colby Quidditch Team: Drummond

1. Friendly amend from Club to Team

a. Second

2. Community Members – Everyone on campus loves Harry Potter and people seem to be interested in Quidditch too. Everyone can come and play—tackle someone from Middlebury (hope to play against other colleges)

a. 2010-K: Can this be a part of iPlay?

i. Looking to do a combination of both so that we can do intramurals & inter-collegiate league

b. Pierce: How many members are interested

i. There is a Facebook group that lists the number of members—at least 20 people are interested

ii. Kelly—In order to get funding from iPlay you need to get funding from athletics at the beginning of the funding cycle. At this point they would not receive funding. Team under a club management system

c. West: Question about Transportation to Middlebury’s World Cup

i. There’s a lot of training to be done before we really think about this

d. Treasurer: Questions of Costs

i. Players will buy a broom from their own budget. Might need a bus to Midd. We also need balls and three hoops. Looking to rotate resources between 14 players

e. Pe-Wi: Where will it be played?

i. Hoping to play on Runnals and to look into this more after they’re approved as a club

3. Roll Call Vote

a. Passed Unanimously
Motion 3 – Gender on Forms: 2011-Leslie

1. Friendly amend to: 
“I, Leslie Hutchings of the Class of 2011, recommend to the College Affairs Committee (CAC) to form a task-force to implement the following change: 

All Official Colby documents in which gender information is requested from students, faculty or staff be revised to ensure the options read as follows: Male, Female, Other (with a write-in option). This revision, in line with the general intentions of the document ‘Colby 360,’ is intended to make the Colby College community more inclusive and sensitive to transgender/transsexual individuals. 

The task force must be assembled by March 1, 2010 and include Presidents’ Council and CAC members. They must issue a progress report by April 1, 2010. A second report must be submitted by May 1, 2010 to the Presidents’ Council and CAC that issues recommendations to the 2010-2011 SGA Executive Board and 2010-2011 College Affairs Committee (CAC).”

a. Second
2. Movement to create a third option has been sweeping many schools recently: Duke, University of Hawaii. Transgender students feel disregarded without the means to identify themselves in the current two-option system—goal of becoming more inclusive to allow students to identify as they choose. Not a hippy-dippy movement—across time there have been folks who have not identified with the two currently categories that the College provides. Send the message that Colby is allowing students to identify as they choose

a. West: Question about how Housing work—believe that the current system is helpful for the college information gathering

i. Kelly: I am very much in support of this—what comes first; the cart or the horse? If we can both come at this in the same way, we have been having similar conversations in Campus Life: we have been talking about gender-neutral housing for two years. Want to make sure that we don’t create a category if students aren’t ready to identify themselves as such yet. If we have a student that come in who identifies as transgender we want to make sure that they have an equal opportunity to identify 

b. Go-Ho: Want to commend 2011 Rep. Believe that there are students who come to Colby to find that their identity is dropped without this option

c. 2012-J: Worry this option might allow students to make a mockery of something, this third option, as more of a problem than it is now. Concerned about the specificity of the third option

d. 2012-L: Could we change the “other” option to “transgender/transsexual”?

i. Go-Ho: Spectrum of Gender Identification according to education classes that I have taken with the 2011 President. I believe that the comfort of students who have lost their identity when they enter the college is more important than the potential immaturity of some students who can’t handle difference and diversity

ii. 2011-L: There is certainly a Spectrum and it might be hard to create a list that would include all of the options that should be included. It’s important to remember that this is going to be a difficult process and there will be some complications—choosing not to do this won’t make this population go away

e. Sturtevant: Have you considered making all options just a write-in line?

i. 2011-L: There are some schools that do this as opposed to the three options

ii. 2011-A: We got multiple opinions and options—although the blank is a good idea, we saw that three options might be a better solution

f. Pierce: With the write in option—is it mandatory to fill in the blank if you check other?

i. 2011-A: You are given the space to write whatever you’d like; don’t think that it should be mandatory. There are technical details to writing forms, but I think that this is a start which will allow us to hash out intricate details later

ii. 2011-L: Since Colby is a small school; the percentage of students who will fill in the other blank will be small. I think given this, it shouldn’t be too much of an issue. There are certainly details to be addressed

g. 2012-L: What do other schools use to address these concerns? How do they deal with a write-in option

i. 2011-L: We’re not sure if what other schools do is “good enough” – we can do better

h. Webmaster: Who is going to pay for recreated documents? Who is going to be in charge of all of the documentation

i. 2011-L: Should be made a priority

i. East: Commend 2011 Presidents; I would like to bring up several issues for the task force to look at. (1) Freshmen housing; (2) Bathrooms—don’t see how bathrooms won’t just become co-ed with is a legal issue (3) Room-draw: how will this be integrated into the existing system. Is it possible that this third option just won’t be plausible?

i. 2011-L: (1) Other schools deal with housing on a case-by-case basis (2) Bathrooms are a place where folks feel uncomfortable; possibility of having single bathrooms with lockable doors—designation can be by who is using the bathroom (3) Don’t believe that the effect that this will have will be as big as you might think—it’s our responsibility to address this
j. Marriner: Is there anything specific that prompted this motion?

i. 2011-L: Prompted from an education class project—there should be more than two options

k. Coburn: Curious about Colby’s use of the Common App? Does the Common App have this third-option

i. 2011-L: Will add this concern to the list for the task force. Common App isn’t in the realm of Colby Official Documents and it isn’t something that is completely within our domain

ii. 2011-A: Each committee would be able to address this as they’d like—look at it in their own little world

l. 2012-L: Will the task-force have the ability to change the option or to suggest that this option is infeasible?

i. 2011-L: The reports that the task-force submits will come in front of PC and their reports should include all of these intricate details

m. Johnson: The most important part of this is that we’re going to create a taskforce, but the minutia should be dealt with by the task-force. Move the question

i. Move to question – hand vote

1. Move to a roll call vote

a. Passed
New Business:

1. West – is print rationing being discussed in ITS

a. John: Not that I’m aware of

2. 2012-J- What’s happening with the Student Bill of Rights and Responsibilities

a. Jake & Katie: Worked with Bro, but decided to make this a second semester project. It will be happening

3. Woodman: Question about in-dorm surveys

a. Ricky: Will present a report by the end of the semester

4. Johnson: My dorm is interested in getting a treadmill

a. Those machines came from the Colby Gardens—new machines would be funded by SGA. CAs had some role in their placement

5. 2010-A: What’s happening with talking to the Registrar about grade inflation

a. Katie: She is forming official answers bit by bit and will share them. There are some complications and things that might make this process confusing, but I will share the answers when I get them

6. Pierce: Are EcoReps part of SGA? Concern that folks don’t bring the To-Go mugs back—possibility of creating bins for collection?

a. Not part of SGA. I would contact Emma Gildesgame about this issue as she is the head of the Eco-Reps

7. 2011-J: Is there a better to inform the student body about the CAs on duty?

a. Should be an easy fix

Motion to Adjourn:
1. Motion to adjourn

a. Second
