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Memo
To:
Office of Campus Life, Kelly Wharton
From:
Patrick Boland and Liza Comeau
Date:
May 8, 2008
Re:
Proposal for First Year Supper Seminar on Drinking
In order to promote responsible drinking on campus, we feel that is important for the student leaders of Colby to speak out, especially to the freshmen class.  As a first step, we propose creating a new First Year Supper Seminar (FYSS) involving as many student leaders as possible to talk to and with First Years about drinking, and the drinking culture.  This seminar should take place as soon to the beginning of the year as possible, possibly as one of the mandatory FYSS during orientation.
Possible Speakers:

a.) Sports teams: We propose having at least one person from 4 different sports teams, men’s or women’s.  At least one of these 4 should be a captain of their respective team.
b.) Student Activities: We propose having several members of clubs and organizations on campus – A member of SGA, a member of SPB, an HR, and someone involved with the Office of Campus Life.  Other clubs and organizations will be invited to participate as well.
c.) Students Directly Affected: We propose to have several individuals who have gone to the hospital as a result of alcohol to speak, as well.   
d.) Class Years: If no class (Sophomore, Junior or Senior) has at least one member represented on stage, someone should be invited to participate from that class.
Topics of Discussion:

We feel that is important for the student leaders talking to have free reign to talk about several different important issues.  Here are some topics that could be covered by the group:

a.) Their personal experiences with alcohol before, and at Colby;

b.) What they see their peers doing that they approve of, and what they see their peers doing that they do not approve of;

c.) Proper drinking culture (i.e. what is cool and not cool to do at parties);

d.) Tips for drinking and partying safely.

 
Process:

We envision the FYSS being two parts.  

a.) First, the student leaders would be on stage.  One or two of the student leaders should introduce the seminar and show them statistics.  This may sound boring, but in practice it is quite powerful (i.e. First Year girls are the most likely to go to the hospital).  After that, each upper-classmen student leader will introduce themselves, say what they do on campus and then talk about one or two of the proposed topics for a minute or two.  The purpose of this FYSS is not be a lecture, but rather, upper-classmen guiding First Years and being their friend.  First Years would have the opportunity to ask any and all questions.
b.) Second, each student leader would break off with a smaller group of First Years for smaller setting discussions.
Miscellaneous:

It is important that this FYSS take place before First Years are introduced to bad drinking and partying habits.  If it happens too late in the year, we fear that this seminar will have little to no effect because First Years will be convinced that they already know all there is to know about drinking and not take it seriously.

Prior to the FYSS, all upper-classmen participants must meet with Patrick Boland, Liza Comeau and Kelly Wharton (if she desires) in order to go over what they will say in the FYSS.  While we want the students to be open and forthright, there are some anecdotes that will not help the situation and it is important to weed those out.


 

