SGA Meeting Agenda, September 7, 2008

I.)        Attendance and Minutes Approval

II.)        Community Forum

Tori Starr of Pulver Pavillion– I am working in Pulvier this year and the building manager for the pavilion and Patrick wanted me to come in and talk about all the different stuff this year that’s new. The more people who know about this the better.  Bike rentals – 15 bikes going in, 10 on one side, 5 on other.  Student comes up to info desk and has to sign a safety waiver for the first time, and get a key and helmet for bike.  Trying to get helmet rack installed.  Discounted movie tickets for Flagship.  6.25 dollars for tickets at Flagship.  Go and pay $6.24 at info desk and show the flyer at door at Flagship.  Tons of board games, show ID and borrow them.  Same thing for gaming equipment in game room.  Free popcorn on Fridays and Saturdays, this Wednesday we are trying a nacho hour at 3:33 – free nachos to entire campus.  Considering popularity of that, do this every week.  On Fridays at 11:55 there is an a capella group performing on steps at Pavilion.  Very informal, but high traffic time so good for that.  A lot of different stuff trying to get implemented.  Waterville info area, maps, menus, discounts, etc. Put up a recycling corner in pavilion.  Different theme for recycling area – Mid-Maine homeless shelter, art supplies, etc,  and finally putting a table in pavilion for a different club or program every week to fill spots.  Clubs apply for a week to have use of that table.  For example, in October, election week. Encouraging interaction. Should be fun. Get the word out if anyone asked you about that.

Emily Warmington of SASA.  -  Here today because a couple of my friends stopped by the health center, as many of you know it offers free STD screening and pap smears for women.  Told that HIV tests costs 35 dollars.  Currently, SGA funding it, Left handout with stats at seats: 18-24 are now leafing demographic of new HIV cases.  Most people don’t know they have HIV. All of these links are copied right off the website.  You can find so much info if you want to.  There are new recommendation to the treatment and prevention of STD’s.  Reducing barriers to HIV testing is big – 35 too much to pay for a test.  Colby College should be paying for this, so it’s about time to make them do it.  If it comes down to it, maybe SGA should pay for it, because some one has to.  Feel free to contact me and I’ll talk about it.

President – Introduce Jamie Warner, who is going to be the representative for the HR’s at SGA meetings this year.  Jamie will be sitting with us at the meetings.

III.)  Deans Report

Kelly Wharton of Office Life – I don’t have anything off hand, but I wanted to say welcome back, as you guys go through and look at issues and whatnot, please by all means stop by Campus Life office if you need anything.

Jim Terhune, Dean of Students – Thank  you for inviting me here.  I want to thank you again for your contributions and hard work here.  I was going to plug the State of the College – Wednesday evening at 9:30 – Bro, Cary and Patrick are speaking, but we want to have a real community forum about the issues- alcohol working group, steps, Pulver, Pugh Center, SGA, etc.  Important discussions are going to be happening.  Encourage residents and classmates to come to this.  I want to talk tonight about one of the issues that is featured prominently here.  This is the prominent issue relating to binge drinking on campus.  My phone rang this morning and I got the report from this weekend.  We had 20 reported incidents alcohol related, with at least 6 hospitalizations, at least 4 more health center visits strictly for intoxications, and apparently one of the hospitalizations last night ended up in an arrest for assaulting a police officer by one of the Colby students.  Lets go back to loudness, steps last year – 14 people hospitalized, and we had at least 6 this weekend, maybe more.  Were talking about at least 20 Colby students ending up in the hospital on two successive weekends – a crisis on this campus, and you are key student leaders.  So we need all student leaders to be taking up this discussion.  We need to have a conversation here on this campus and this is where the change is going to come. Policy changes and rule changes don’t work.  Disappointed as I am about this weekend, one positive was that the HR staff got rave reviews from people involved in responding to the crisis.  HR’s are helpful and well trained and vigilant, where if they hadn’t been vigilant, bad things could have happened.  As step forward started a couple weeks ago for this peer led discussions about drinking.  Got some good feedback about that, but there were some negatives.  One of the people who was a leader for one of the discussions ended up in the emergency room the night of the discussions.  Sort of the problems that we have heard in the past.  I’m saying these things because the only way we can beat this is coming together.  This is you.  This is your peers.  In the dorms, apartments, late at night.  The only way we’ll make a change on this is if students decided there needs to be a change on this.  Will PC see this as a crisis on this campus.  Certainly not exclusively on this campus.  700,000 college students injured because alcohol, 1700 student deaths becuase of alcohol.  Its not about whether or not people drink, its dangerous drinking.  This isn’t a drinking is bad standpoint, it’s a drink safely standpoint.  I know we can be a part of this and get it done.  We can’t keep having things like this happening..  Speaking with Joe Boulos we are often talking about someone going to get hurt.  People are actually getting hurt.  We send people to hospital because we are afraid they could die.  We have to do something about this.  Sorry to be the bearer of bad news. Weekend didn’t work out well.    We have to make this a cause on this campus.  Change the ways.

Dan Roboff, Publicity – Do you have any ballpark ideas on how many were freshmen this year? 

Answer (Jim): ran the gamut for who was hospitalized.

Jim – Working groups: will be more info coming out this week about this – two working groups – one working group working exclusively on managing the steps situation.  How will we move forward? What will replace the steps?  Nitty gritty logistics.  I expect after working out management issues, will also start to think about if the senior class wants to have some other way to mark the occasion of last classes.  We are going to ask the group to think about first the logistical end of the steps.

Campus culture working group – charge is to look at the issue of binge drinking on campus and how can we creatively think about ways we can change that.  I want to stress that we are calling this working groups and not committees because committees tend to work at ideas in a comprehensive way, but in this case the Board of Trustees has already given us a charge and so we are getting action steps together – things we can do, put in place, and try to change the way things have unfolded here.  I will be chairing the Campus Culture Working Group.  Have students, staff, administrators, 2 parents, one community rep, broad group intended to look at a broad way.  Already an email account campusculturewg@colby.edu.  This is a place where anyone who has any ideas can send them to this email account and assurance to every students you talked to, anyone who wants to share ideas with the working group will have the chance to do so.  Group will break into subcommittees and will hold open meetings. Every now and then.  There will be a story about this in the Echo.  It will be an open process as transparent as possible.  Thinking about a way to change the culture on campus.  The first thing we will say to the working group – not going to start with new policies or rules.  The answer is not new rules outlawing something, or increasing punishment.  We need to change the way in which the student body comes at this, and the way that students approach each other about binge drinking.  There still may be policy changes.  This is secondary, not primary.  Primary is getting students to look at this and stop the binge drinking.  Not saying what we think people want to hear.  I think we can do better than what where are doing.  

Joel Pitt of Alfond– contact for the steps working  group?

Jim – same email account for both.  Barbara Moore is going to chair the steps working group.  Both groups will be fully announced late this week. And it will be open.

Bill – My name is Bill Jack I work at the admissions building at Lunder house.  I was student body President at Bates for 2 years, served on committees, etc excited to join here as an advisor, and I bring a good perspective because I hear a lot about what prospective students want when they visit.  Bring some realization to what I’m actually saying. In any case office in Lunder house first floor down the hall.  Stop by, email, call, whatever.  Email best way to get in touch

IV.)   Executive Board Report

Simon – I’m the webmaster – new website for SGA this year.  Looks more like Colby website.  Calendar.  Etc. if anyone has any suggestions or something to know, we can talk about it.

Ben – If anyone has any ideas for SGA publicity this year, I’m working to get SGA’s name out to everyone else on campus.  Hopefully you’ll hear about them..

Dan – I want to set up a big network for club leaders, so clubs can cosponsor events together – make clubs interact more.  We’ll be meeting sometime soon.  I also want to and will be very soon doing a workshop for people who want to start clubs, I don’t have a specific date, but its going to be sometime this month to be sure, so tell your dorms anyone interested in starting a club, keep an eye on the general announcements.  I’ll be getting a spot to do this workshop.  Also published a lot of stuff for the SGA website.  Excited for this year.

Dave- I’m Dave Metcalf.  I’m the treasurer.  We so far have spent money on orientation and Hill in the Ville, just under 10 percent on whole budget.  So you all know where were at. 

Cary – One of the first things I was going to talk to you about is Patrick and I met this week with Bro – talked about working groups, stay in tune with those, steps and campus culture. The other thing he asked me about- the amethyst initiative – presidents of different colleges trying to get the drinking age changed.  Bro is not too involved with that initiative because he doesn’t think it’s going anywhere.  Finally, I want to echo Dean Terhune because I want a big thing to happen with all of pc and sga to try and get this drinking problem under control – do as much as possible to get it all under control.  If everyone makes an effort every weekend, then maybe we can change stuff. Mention how bad this weekend was in your newsletters – we as a group can make things happen this year, and finally thank you for orientation, exp coot leaders coming out and doing to training with us.  I really appreciate that.  

Pat – So my policy, is to give as much info as possible – Clem Guthro – sit down with all the lib staff and talk about policies with library people – from our talks they switched DVD rentals to seven days last year.  A woodchip boiler is going to be installed.  PPD and admin have been talking about.  Making our campus greener.  Me and Katie spoke to Doug Terp to make Colby more green – we own it as an initiative.  I will be available after meeting and office hours.  We have two things in front of you, a zipcar thing and a state of college thing – put it up on your door.  We are about 35 members so far, which is pretty good. If you can promote it to your friends or put it on your door.  Maybe if they see it in a weird place they may look at it more.  State of college – Wednesday at 7:30. Mandatory for all to come, unless you have a class. If each of you bring two people, then we’ll have a good audience.  Put these up in your dorms.  And finally if you could send out two general announcements to each of our dorms on the day before and two days before promoting this event.  Lets get attendance up for this.  Push at students that this is an open forum.  Push it that its not just speeches.  No question OB for q and a period.  Open community forum.  Finally OH Monday 6 – 10.  

V.)        PC/Invited Report

Liza – when HR and COOT reps will be talking

Also a time for RHA’s

VI.)  Committees Report

Cary – we haven’t yet sent and official announcement out – need applications from student body, so we will be doing that. By next meeting you’ll know what committee and working group you’re on.  

Alex – hey I’m Alex Richards.  I’m the assistant news editor at Echo.  

VII.) Old Business

Motion 1: I, Daniel Echt of East Quad, move that the Presidents’ Council approve the following Hall President appointments made by SGA President Patrick Boland: Alfond Apartments, Joel Pitt; Averill, Leslie Hutchings; Colby Gardens, Smriti Bajracharya; Foss, Alexi Greenburg; Goddard-Hodgkins, Judy Merzbach; Grossman, Justin Banks; Heights, Byron Meinerth; Johnson, Alexandra Essman; Marriner, Kristen Nissen; Perkins-Wilson, Lacey Brown; Pierce, Katherine Unsworth; Treworgy, Samuel Carter; West Quad, Ricky Schwartz; Williams, Mary Cummings; Woodman, Amy Dunlap; Off-Campus, Melissa Martin. 

Second.

It’s a good idea.  I approve.

Passed.
Motion 2: I, Kate Vasconi of Coburn, move that the Preisdents (FA) Council approve the following Executive Board appointments made by the SGA President Patrick Boland: Parliamentarian, Elizabeth Comeau; Secretary, Jacob Fischer; Publicity Chair, Daniel Roboff; Assistant Publicity Chair, Benjamin Oakes; Webmaster, Simon Levy

Second.

I think we should trust Patrick and everyone looks good.

Passed.

Motion 3: I, Khoa Nguyen of Mary Low, move that the Presidents’ Council approve the attached official and unofficial meeting dates for the 2008-2009 academic year.

Second.  It’s a perfect schedule.

Harry:  I don’t think we should, because too many of them are in parker- reed room and not fancy.  

Patrick – POI – Miller 14 is booked every Sunday night, this room is booked many Sunday nights.  We are trying to switch a lot of them to LoPo. 

Cary- POI – this will set the tone for future SGA’s.  It’s a step forward.  

Joel – can we speak on the unofficial meetings 

Pat – They are not mandatory – one specific topic chosen each meeting. The idea is that the unofficial meetings are a time to sit down and talk about an idea and figure out what we can propose. Like a big brainstorming thing.

Judy – POI – double meetings?

Pat – Double meetings are to have at least two meetings per month for the school meetings .  Double meetings are to fulfill that quota. 

Justin – provided that the lo po space works out, will the schedule be revised?

Yes.

Joel – no meeting in December?

Pat – only one week of school in december.

Passed.

Motion 4: I, Harry Davis of the Class of 2011, move that the 2008-2009 Presidents’ Council adopt the following time limits for debate: Each speaker shall have approximately two minutes of speaking time after being recognized by the chair.  The chair shall have discretion in determining time limits for points of order, points of clarification, and answers to direct questions that the chair decides to hear.  Debate on each motion will be limited to thirty minutes.

Second.  I think this is wonderful quite frankly.  We should pass it.

Pat – its standard every year, you can try to change it if you want. It works well

Pat – I triedd to change it to a limit on a number of times each speaker could speak.

Harry – in order to change to constitution, would you have to do more than amend this motion?

Pat – we aren’t going to follow that rule.

Passed

Motion 5: I (We, FA), Julie Achenbaum and Michelle Graff of the Class of 2010, recommend to the President of the College, William Adams, and the Administrative Committee that a new all-college committee called the Housing and Facilities Committee be formed by January 2009.  

This committee shall oversee (advise FA) all issues of housing, new construction and operations of all buildings.  There shall be a maximum of 11 (AMEND TO 15) members.  It shall meet as need by the chair, at least twice per month.  The following shall be the members: 5 (AMEND TO 9 Stuedts) students, (AMEND TO AT LEAST) 2 of which are on SGA, 3 faculty and 3 administrators, one of which is the Associate Director of Campus Life overseeing Residential Life.  The Director of Campus Life and Director of the Physical Plant Department shall serve as ex-officio members.  The committee shall elect their own chair and secretary. 

All policy issues brought to the Housing and Facilities Committee are to be forwarded to the President of the Student Government Association by the Secretary of the Housing and Facilities, to be discussed by the Presidents' Council.  The Presidents' Council may take the following courses of action on these issues.  The Presidents' Council may: A.) Waive the right to make a recommendation; B.) Concur with the recommendation of the Committee; C.) Dissent with the Committee.  In the event of a dissent with the Committee, a conference committee will be formed with three members from the Student Government Association and Housing and Facilities Committee.  If there is no decision, the President of the College (Chair fo the committee FA) shall make the final decision. 

This committee shall be charged with implementing a new housing system, or fixing the current one by room draw, Spring 2009. 

Second.

Julie – I think we can all agree that there are problems with the housing situation.  I was on the housing working group and we had a lot of good discussion.  Not a lot of got done.  This is more that the housing system needs to be completely revamped.  There is still a lot of thinks that still need to be done with the system.  Just having student discussion is not enough.  Have a real committee will be more efficient.  This will also be good to integrate students on the administrative decisions that are going on. 

Cary – we met with Dean Terhune earlier this week, but one of the other thing, there actually were student representatives on the PPD committee and they have been using students, but there was a communication breakdown, and this may take some time logistically, but we may be able to open those lines with the students on the already formed committee.

Joel – move to Amend – number of members, up number of students to 9.  Get more people involved.

Michelle – agree, but is this allowed?

Kelly – This committee is involved in two separate things – PPD and housing, so the more people the better.  Its okay that it’s heavily on students side.  Plus if you have 15 around, then you’ll have more diversity on campus.  In both scenarios it benefits the students. From my point, it’s okay.

Kate – why we didn’t just make the chair of the committee the associate director of campus life overseeing housing. 

Pat – especially this year, the new associate director of campus life is kind of new.  We need to make the most experienced person he chair.  Usually works out well.

Matt – student chair?

Pat – yes.

PASSED.

VIII.) New Business

Judy – want to be working on following up on a motion passed last spring – get picnic tables moved from Johnson pond to areas around campus.  Don’t know what happened with that.  I’ll look into that.

Harry – I think that the abolition of the official announcements has crippled the organization.  By the excuse that they’re just emergencies when Jess Dash is using them for loudness.  People read official announcements, not general announcements. 

Kelly – official announcements need to revert back to just emergencies.  Jess dash just did that once.  They need to be floods road closures, official announcements triple general announcements.  Really needs to be an emergency organization.  Secondly, general announcements will start filtering thru portals, which will mirror a facebook page for each student on campus.  Get general announcements under wraps.  It will start as we go into your portal you will be able to sync on there what gen announcements you’ll be receiving.  SPB may not even get one.  Moreover, SPB will be doing generic publicity.  Actual posters, sandwich boards.  Etc.  We have so many students who want real face to face communication.  We agree face to face communications is the way to go.  Max that.

Dan – portal sounds good.  Could we create SPB announcements or SGA announcements.  

Kelly – hit up IT department.

Athul – I think their should be an emergency announcement that admin has access to.  I still think general announcements etc is still important.  We think that we could have had a broader range to have access to a mailing list.  

Harry – someone came up to me and asked about trying to get something going with charity.  Maybe take some of SGA’s budget and put it towards charity. 

Charlie – start talking to health center, etc. About HIV issues as well as any other campus health issues.  Get college to pay for that?

Leslie – Me and Amy are going to try and start a motion to discuss orientation for second semester freshmen.

Katie – outlining a proposal for how to be green as a FYSS

Cary – update on something that I brought up during the  campaign.  More cardio machines in health center – can buy them, but where will they put them?

Lissa – I’m going to talk to security and discuss some parking issues.

Motion to adjourn.

DONE.

