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 Knowledge of the professional code of conduct is a requirement to work in any field.  For 
example, the prime directive in medicine is “First, do no harm.” Scientists have a clear code of 
conduct, but many aspects of this code are not specifically addressed in the classroom or 
teaching laboratory. Clearly, everyone knows that plagiarizing a reference or making up data is 
unethical, but you may encounter gray areas or unanticipated situations that pose ethical 
challenges. 

 Scientists are often viewed as highly logical individuals with the highest ethical standards. 
However, there are numerous classical cases of research misconduct, and rogue scientists 
continue to operate. The U.S. Congress became interested in research misconduct in 1981 
when the Oversight Subcommittee of the House Science and Technology Committee held the 
first hearing on the emerging problem. Eventually, the Office of Research Integrity was created 
within the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Currently, institutions receiving 
federal research grants are required to provide training in the responsible and ethical conduct of 
research to all research staff, including undergraduate students. Professional organizations 
such as the American Chemical Society and the American Society for Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology also have the expectation that science graduates will have knowledge of 
research ethics. 

 Colby meets its training requirement through a series of on-line ethics training modules. If 
you work in a research lab that has NSF or NIH funding, you should have already completed 
this training. (Please let your instructor know if this is the case.) Otherwise, you will complete 
these modules during your biochemistry lab time on April 7th or 8th. 

Here are the steps required for using the ethics modules at Colby College hosted by 
Ethics Core Digital Library: 

1. Log in and set up an Ethics Core account with a user name and password: 
http://nationalethicscenter.org/register 

2. Go to the new user registration page and affiliate with the group “Colby College,”: 
https://nationalethicscenter.org/index.php?option=com_rcrtutorial&view=newuser 

3. Once you have joined the Colby College group, you can complete the online ethics tutorials: 
http://nationalethicscenter.org/index.php?option=com_rcrtutorial&view=toc  

4. Complete each of the three modules:  
• Module 1: Rights and Obligations 
• Module 2: Collaboration, Communication, and Grants Management 
• Module 3: Intellectual Property 

 
5. When you have completed the modules, Seven Grenier in the Corporate, Foundation, and 

Government Relations Department will receive notification, which she will share with your 
instructor. 

  


