CINEMA STUDIES
In the Department of American Studies.
Director, Associate Professor Steve Wurtzler
Advisory Committee and Faculty: Professor Phyllis Mannocchi (English); Associate Professors Margaret McFadden (American
Studies and Integrated Studies) and Laura Saltz (American Studies); Assistant Professors Elena Monastireva-Ansdell (Russian) and
Sarah Keller (English)
Program Affiliated Faculty: Professor Arthur Greenspan (French); Associate Professor Arne Koch (German); Assistant Professors
Audrey Brunetaux (French), Allison Cooper (Italian), Maple Razsa (Anthropology), and Cyrus Shahan (German)

Few art forms have had a greater impact on modern culture than cinema. Over the course of cinema’s relatively brief history, film
criticism and theory have grappled with some of the issues most central to the humanities, including how to represent and
transform the world and how technological changes have affected the production and consumption of images. As an academic
discipline, cinema studies has addressed these and other attendant issues through a range of strategies. As a truly transnational,
collaborative, interdisciplinary field, it directs attention both to the highest form of rarified art practice and to the most popular
forms of entertainment and diversion.
The cinema studies minor provides a foundation for understanding the diverse ways in which the discipline has addressed itself to
cinema history and theory, emphasizing the discipline’s connection to aesthetics and national cultures. It focuses on the history,
theory, and culture of film and related media such as digital media and photography, and makes coherent both the historical and
aesthetic dimensions of cinema, including its cultural, technological, national, and transnational contexts. As a distinct field of
study profoundly influenced by a range of disciplines—among them art history, English, and the sciences—the cinema studies
minor draws its strength from connections among departments at the same time that it provides a core of courses foundational to
the discipline of cinema studies itself.

Requirements for the Minor in Cinema Studies
Six courses, including Cinema Studies 142, 251 or 252, 321, one non-U.S. cinema studies course, and two electives selected from
the list of courses approved for the minor or approved by the director. No more than two courses can count toward the cinema
studies minor and a minor or major in another field.

Courses Approved for the Minor in Cinema Studies:

American Studies 334 Film and Society: Films of the 1940s
335 American Independents: Their Art and Production
378 American Dreams: The Documentary Film Perspective
393 Proseminar: Theories and Methods in Media Studies
493 Seminar: Spike Lee’s United States
Art

285 History of Photography

Cinema Studies

280 Topics in Global Cinema

East Asian Studies 240 Japanese Animation
English

412 Shakespeare on Screen

German

234 German Culture Through Film

Global Studies

437 Media, Culture, and the Political Imagination

Italian

262 Italian Cinema and Subversion

Music

239 Mythologizing African-American Music in Film

Russian

242 Russian Cinema from Lenin to Putin
427 Re-Imaging Russia: Cinema and Russian Society 1986-2009

Spanish

266 Language of Spanish Cinema
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Course Offerings
CI142fs Introduction to Cinema Studies
An introduction to the discipline of cinema studies, its history, and dominant
approaches. Functions as a gateway to the minor and serves as a prerequisite for the required film theory course. Previously
offered as American Studies 198 and English 241.
Four credit hours. A WURTZLER
CI251f History of International Cinema I
The first of a two-semester survey of the history of global cinema, providing a
broad overview of the development of cinema as an art form from the beginning of cinema (ca. 1890) to 1945. Students will
demonstrate an understanding of the historical, national, economic, aesthetic, and cultural contexts of films produced and
received by international audiences in the first half of cinema history. They will also gain proficiency in written and oral
communication and develop their skills in critical thinking. Offered as English 298 in spring 2011.
Four credit hours. ROGERS
CI252s History of International Cinema II
The second of a two-semester survey of the history of global cinema. Provides
students with a broad overview of the development of cinema as an art form from the midpoint of cinema's history (1945) to the
present. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the historical, national, economic, aesthetic, and cultural contexts of films
produced and received by international audiences in the second half of cinema history. They will also gain proficiency in written
and oral communication and develop skills in critical thinking.
Four credit hours. WURTZLER
[CI262]

Italian Cinema and Subversion (in English)

Listed as Italian 262.

Four credit hours.

[CI280] Topics in Global Cinema
Courses offered under the rubric of "Topics in Global Cinema" will change in specific focus
but will emphasize the history or contemporary practice of non-U.S. cinemas. Students collaboratively explore one or more
examples of non-U.S. film, focusing on the intersections of aesthetics, history, ideology, and film industry economics. Through
both informal and formal analytical writing as well as discussions and formal presentations, students not only develop a greater
understanding of cinema studies and global cinemas but also enhance their written and verbal skills. Prerequisite: Cinema
Studies 142 or English 142. Four credit hours.
CI321fs Topics in Film Theory
Individual courses offered under the rubric of "Topics in Film Theory" will change in specific
focus but keep consistent the rigorous engagement with a theoretical issue central to cinema studies. Students collaboratively
engage with a set of questions regarding the nature of cinema and its relationships with power. Through both informal and formal
analytical writing as well as class discussions and formal presentations, students not only develop a greater understanding of
cinema but also enhance their written, critical, and verbal skills. Prerequisite: Cinema Studies 142 or equivalent. Four credit
hours. ROGERS, WURTZLER
CI491f, 492s

Independent Study

One to four credit hours.
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