Guidelines for the Individual Reports

The objective for the individual reports is to present, in no fewer than eight pages, your analysis of how well the pair of cases you chose fits the hypothesis you chose to study. To facilitate this process we have suggested below an outline for your report.

Introduction

In this section you should explain why your topic is an interesting one and provide an overview of how you are going to approach it.

Research Design
This section should state the hypothesis being investigated as well as define the dependent and independent variables. It should also specify the expected sign of the relationship between each of the independent variables   and the dependent variable(s) and explain the basis for that expectation. (A positive sign means that an increase in the independent variable should, all other things being equal, lead to an increase in the dependent variable).  This is basically a statement of your hypothesis.   And finally the group’s basis for choosing the eight cases and why this particular pair of cases represents a good comparison should be made clear.

The Cases

In this section you provide whatever details the reader may need to understand the analysis that follows. Make the reader familiar with your cases. What is unique about them? In what ways are they different from each other? This section would include any general background information that provides the context for the analysis.

The Analysis

This section should examine the relationship of the independent variables to the dependent variable(s) of this pair of case to see how well your expectations were met.  A table that compares the values of the independent variables for the two cases would probably be helpful.

When you examine the data, does this pair of cases fit the hypothesis or not? Why or why not? Do other variables or factors in these cases that seem to play a role? If so, what are they and what role do they seem to play? (These insights could help define another independent variable or two for the next report , which integrates all eight cases.)

Conclusions

What general insights emerge from your analysis?

Bibliography
This bibliography contains all sources cited within the report. The web site contains a set of guidelines for citing sources.

