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The group paper integrates the individual sections both analytically and visually (table of contents, single font, pagination, single reference section).  Individual sections will be revised to take earlier comments into consideration and will be included in the final paper.

Title of Your Group Project

Present a concise but descriptive title for your group report.  You will need a separate title page for the group report.

Authors

Provide the names of the members of your project group centered under the title
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Introduction (3-4 pages)

· Give a background as to why this is an interesting topic

· Describe what questions your research is designed to answer in looking at this issue

· Describe the process used to study the issue

· Briefly describe any key aspects of the cases that will be necessary for readers to know so they can make sense out of your findings.

Research Design (1-2 pages)

This section should describe the analytical structure used to answer the research question and address the following questions:

· What is the hypothesis?

· What specifically is the dependent variable? How precisely is it defined?

· What are the independent variables? How are they defined? What influence on the dependent variable did you expect them to have before the study?

· What criteria did you use in selecting cases? How well do the cases fit those criteria?

We strongly suggest using one or more tables to present some of this information concisely.

Analysis (4-5 pages)

This section of your final report looks methodically at the data collected by the team. 
· When you examine the relationships between the dependent variable and the independent variables, what do you find? 

· Do they support your hypothesis or not? 

· Does your understanding of the specific characteristics of these cases help to explain why you found what you found? Can you explain any outliers?

Conclusions (1-2 pages)

The conclusion will draw on the evidence derived from your analysis to assess the validlty of your hypothesis.. This section will also include new questions, issues, and insights that arose from the analysis. Consider the strengths of your conclusions (by identifying any weaknesses) and suggest how future research projects might overcome some or all of these weaknesses.

Literature Cited

· Please follow the format shown in the literature cited handout

· You should provide a complete list of all references used, including web sites.

· Personal communications should be referenced in the text not in the literature cited section

Appendices

Each report should have a data appendix that lists where the data on each of the variables used in the analysis can be found. This Appendix should be detailed enough that a reader could recreate your data set. 
Notes:

1. Target audience - This report should be written for an intelligent layperson. Assume s/he has general knowledge, but no specific knowledge about your subject.

2. Pagination – Please number the pages of your report on the bottom of the page in the center of the page.  Do not show the page number on the first page.

3. Plagiarism – Please reread the plagiarism handout before writing your report.

4. Margins, line spacing, and font size – Please use one inch margins on all sides.  Also, please use space and a half line spacing and 12 pt. as the font size.

