CHESAPEAKE BAY FOUNDATION                SAVE THE BAY 

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
Summer Internships:  Environmental Education 

The Chesapeake Bay Foundation, the Mid-Atlantic’s largest regional conservation organization, seeks four summer interns to live and work at residential environmental education centers in the Tangier Sound (Maryland and Virginia).  

THE CHESAPEAKE BAY FOUNDATION

CBF is the nation’s leading regional environmental organization and the largest, independent conservation organization working to improve the health and productivity of the Chesapeake Bay. 

Established in 1967, CBF has a staff of approximately 165 employees working across the watershed, from the Annapolis headquarters and three state offices in Harrisburg, Annapolis and Richmond, to the southern Bay office in Norfolk, the Eastern Shore office in Salisbury, Maryland and the Anacostia office in Washington, D.C. CBF also operates 16 outdoor environmental education-training centers located in Pennsylvania, Maryland, the District of Columbia, and Virginia. 

The organization has an annual budget of approximately $17.5 million. Support comes from more than 116,600 active members, several hundred foundations and corporations, generous individuals, and tuition revenues from field trips. 

CONTEXT OF THE POSITION 

The locations of the residential centers for summer interns are as follows:

The Fox Island Education Center is located on a remote salt marsh island in the lower Chesapeake Bay, where the Tangier and Pocomoke Sounds converge.  The island is compromised completely of tidal salt marsh, with no trees or high ground.  This center provides participants access to some of the Bay’s most pristine areas.  Two hundred and forty-five acres of unspoiled marshland and surrounding water that teem with life provide opportunity for exploration by foot, canoe and workboat.  Fox Island is reached by a 45-minute boat trip from Crisfield, MD (pop. 2,500).  Built in 1929 as a hunting and fishing lodge, the center operates a residential program for 6th - 12th grade students and teachers.  This rustic education center, resting on posts above the water, houses up to 24 people, and is the only structure on the otherwise uninhabited island.  The lodge’s location, history and simple nature make it a truly magical experience for students and teachers.  The full-time, on-site staff consists of a manager and an assistant manager, who also serves as the center’s captain.  
The Karen E. Noonan Center for Environmental Education at Bishops Head (Crocheron, MD) offers a wealth of both outdoor and indoor educational opportunities.  CBF staff lead environmental education field trips for 6-12th grade students, teachers, and adults. Using a 40-foot workboat, canoes, and the extensive surrounding marshes, participants explore various ecosystems, examine plant and animal species, analyze water quality, and discuss the socio-economic issues facing residents of the Bay watershed in general, and the local watermen communities in particular.  Bishops Head is a 20-acre site on a peninsula in Dorchester County, south of Cambridge, MD.  The site is part of a 2,278-acre parcel of land owned by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  Participants can see how a “green building,” with its alternative energy sources and composting waste facilities, can function not only as a learning tool, but also as a home.  Trip participants explore various ecosystems, examine plant and animal species, analyze water quality and discuss the socio-economic issues facing residents of the general Bay population, and specifically, the local watermen communities.  The Karen Noonan Center has access to the open waters of the Bay, as well as the smaller marsh inlets around us.  While aboard our workboat, the Karen N, participants can explore neighboring islands, set crab pots, dredge for oysters, and scrape the nearby underwater grass meadows for various critters.  Participants can explore our immediate surroundings, which are part of the Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge system by foot or canoe.  

The main building was once one of the famous gunning clubs on the Bay and the staff house was transported from its original location on nearby Holland’s Island over 100 years ago. The center has a pier and approximately 100 feet of beachfront, renovated hunting lodge and a separate staff house.  The full-time, on-site staff consists of a manager and an assistant manager, who also serves as the center’s captain.  

The Port Isobel Education Center is a 250-acre island that is situated in the heart of the Tangier Island archipelago.  The island showcases a variety of estuarine habitats such as: marshes, a pine forest, and a ¼ mile beach.  The program serves 6th-12th grade students, teachers, and other adult groups.  The program is focused on understanding the delicate relationship between the ecosystem and the watermens’ community of Tangier.  There is also a pier, 42-foot workboat and a fleet of canoes that are used with all participants.  The center utilizes a dormitory, a dining/meeting hall, staff housing for both the East and West side of the island.  Three environmental educators oversee the program: a manager, assistant manager, and captain.  

The Smith Island Education Center is located on Smith Island, Maryland, the largest inhabited offshore island in the Bay.  It is an 8x4 mile island consisting primarily of virgin estuarine marsh crisscrossed by a maze of guts, creeks, and thoroughfares.  The three island communities have a total population of 300 people.  CBF owns two houses in the community of Tylerton, from which we operate a residential environmental education center for groups of up to 30 students, teachers and/or adults.  The field experience on Smith emphasizes the culture and ecology of a waterman’s community.  The staff provide participants with an insider’s feeling of the culture of the island by visiting with or interviewing community members and/or sharing a traditional meal. The center incorporates canoes, a skiff, and a 40-foot workboat into the program.  Two environmental educators and a captain oversee the program.

All of the centers study the limited resources of our environment and practice conservation habits.  Participants will conserve water and electricity and pay attention to food waste by playing games and competing against other schools/groups to be the most Bay-friendly!  

CONTEXT OF THE POSITION 

The Education Intern will assist CBF staff at one of the following residential island centers: Fox Island, Port Isobel, Smith Island, or the Karen Noonan Center at Bishops Head.  

RESPONSIBILITIES 
· Assist staff in all instruction of 3-day, 2-night field experiences for 6-12th graders

· Assist staff in instruction of 3-day, 2-night teacher trips 

· Assist with trip logistics, meals and program content/activities

· Plan and facilitate experiential and environmental education activities and/or restoration projects

· Lead educational activities and serve as a resource to the program participants
· Maintain the center, equipment, and gear
· Complete a “seasonal project” that will enhance the center and/or program
· Understand and convey the mission of the Foundation

· Be a role model for students and participants

· Create a fun, safe, experiential environment for all participants

· Teach others and learn from others during this unique experience

NOTE:

Each trip varies in content but some of the common activities include:

Canoeing, marsh-mucking, night paddles or hikes, sunrise activities, fishing/seining/trawling/dredging, interviews with the community members of the area islands, meal preparation, art and journal activities, story-telling, skits, and some free time!

QUALIFICATIONS

· Applicant must be a college student, or recent college graduate (students should have completed at least their first year of college to apply)

· Background in biology, ecology, education, marine science, or liberal arts helpful but not required.  

· Boat and water safety experience desirable.  

· Experience working with children preferred.  

· Creativity, humor and self-confidence is essential. 

· Energy, enthusiasm, and passion for students and the environment is essential.  

· Must be willing to live in remote, rustic, and communal environment.

· Willingness to commit 100% of energy to intense, outdoor lifestyle for summer.

· Strong desire to learn and to teach.

· Desire and ability to relate to people of all ages and backgrounds.

· Experience with tools, tractors, and completing small repairs would be helpful.  

· Knowledge of the natural and cultural history of the Chesapeake preferred.  

· Knowledge of environmental issues facing the Bay  (or a similar ecosystem) preferred.  

· Knowledge of state education standards for DC, MD, PA, VA helpful.

Offering room and board. This is an unpaid internship.  If still attending college, the internship may qualify for college credits.

Dates of the internship are Mid-June to Mid-August (exact dates to be determined by candidate and CBF staff).

The Chesapeake Bay Foundation's headquarters office is located in the new Philip Merrill Environmental Center, a “cutting edge,” environmentally responsible building located directly on the Bay. CBF also operates regional offices in Richmond and Norfolk, VA, Salisbury, MD, Harrisburg, PA and Washington, D.C. 

To apply, please send resume, cover letter and contact information for 2 references by February 20, 2004 to:

Laura Burrell Baxter, Education Senior Manager

Chesapeake Bay Foundation 

6 Herndon Avenue

Annapolis, MD 21403

lbbaxter@cbf.org
The Chesapeake Bay Foundation is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

( Headquarters ( Philip Merrill Environmental Center ( 6 Herndon Avenue ( Annapolis, Maryland 21403 ( (410) 268-8816 

( Maryland Office ( Philip Merrill Environmental Center ( 6 Herndon Avenue ( Annapolis, Maryland 21403 (  (410) 268-8816

( Virginia Office ( Heritage Building ( 1180 E. Main Street ( Richmond, Virginia 23219 (  (804) 780-1392

( Norfolk Office ( 142 West York Street #318 ( Norfolk, Virginia 23510 ( (804) 780-1392

 ( Pennsylvania Office ( The Old Waterworks Building, 614 North Front Street, Suite G( Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17101 (  (717) 234-5550
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