Colby Environmental Studies Alumni Newsletter – Summer 2003

This has been another lively year in Colby’s Environmental Studies Program.  This newsletter highlights some of the many activities of the past year.  If you prefer to receive newsletters by email, please send your email address to Sharon Treat, Coordinator of the Environmental Studies Program (satreat@colby.edu).  The Environmental Studies Web site is a great way to learn more about the many activities of students, faculty and alumni of the program (www.colby.edu/environ).  We also encourage you to check out the Green Colby Web site, which features campus sustainability initiatives (www.colby.edu/eag). We thank all alumni who have contributed their time as speakers, mentors and internship sponsors.  We are always looking for new internships and encourage you to email information about internship opportunities if you have not already done so.  In addition, we continue to look for alumni to feature on our alumni Web page or to participate in our speaker series. If you have an interesting job doing work related to the environment and would consent to being featured, please let us know.  Some of the highlights of the past year, and our plans for the future:

· New Developments. This was the first academic year implementing curriculum changes establishing an Environmental Studies major with tracks in policy and science as well as an Environmental Studies minor. We also have three environmental science concentrations offered by the Biology, Geology and Chemistry departments. We have also collaborated with the Education and Human Development Program to craft a new Environmental Education minor, capitalizing both on student interest and on the established programs in both areas. This year in our continuing efforts to build a sense of community we have added a senior colloquium requirement to the ES major. Students will satisfy this requirement with attendance at selected ES colloquia-sponsored lectures and events. 
Planning is currently underway to design a new social science and interdisciplinary studies building, including the new Center for Public Affairs and Civic Engagement. Colby has received a gift of $6 million from the Diamond Family Foundation toward the $12 million cost of the building. The Center is an exciting new venture that seeks to integrate heretofore-separate research and teaching functions. Environmental Studies is one of the key programs to be a part of the Center. 

· Faculty News.   Liliana Botcheva-Andonova will be joining the faculty in a tenure-track position starting Spring semester 2004. Liliana is a Harvard PhD and currently teaching at Columbia University.  We will also be joined for the Fall semester by Ellen Baum, a graduate of the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies, who will teach our project-based senior seminar; Abby Holman, a University of Maine Law School graduate and former legislative director for Governor McKernan, who will teach sustainable development; and Peter Sly, a graduate of Yale Law School, who will teach a course on natural resource law with a special emphasis on managing watersheds. Colby’s Environmental Studies faculty members continue to be recognized nationally and internationally. Some faculty highlights: 

· Mitchell Family Professor of Economics and ES Program Director Tom Tietenberg served as Session Chair for an OECD workshop in Paris on "Ex Post Evaluation of Tradable Permits: Methodological and Policy Issues" and published Environmental and Natural Resource Economics, 6th ed. (Addison-Wesley Longman, 2003). 

· Associate Professor of English Linda Tatelbaum completed a novel during her sabbatical, Yes & No, to be published in the fall. Set in a turbulent Paris of 1969, the novel nevertheless features vegetables in a leading role. 

· Associate Professor of History Jim Webb published Tropical Pioneers: Human Agency and Ecological Change in the Highlands of Sri Lanka, 1800-1900 (New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2002). 

· A review in Science calls Professor of Science, Technology & Society Jim Fleming's book Historical Perspectives on Climate Change (Oxford, 1998), "the most authoritative work on the history of climate research." Jim has also been named the seventh Ritter Fellow at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography in San Diego. The fellowship encourages the study of the history of the marine sciences. 

· Associate Professor of History Paul R. Josephson has published his fifth book, Industrialized Nature (Island Press, 2002).  The book explores the concept of brute force technology through an examination of the scientific management of fish, forest and water resources in the USSR, Brazil, Norway and the U. S. 

· Russ Cole, Oak Professor of Biology, and David Firmage, Piper Professor of Environmental Studies and Biology, were co-authors of “Enhancing the Integration of Research and Education Using an Interdisciplinary Undergraduate Research Symposium,” and “Enhancing Education through Research in the Environmental Science Laboratory: Integrating GIS and Project-Based Learning at Colby College,” both published in the Council of Undergraduate Research Quarterly in September 2002.  

· Associate Professor of English Michael Burke, gave a paper on nature writing and slave narratives at the Association for the Study of Literature and Environment conference at Boston University in June 2003.

· Our Project-Based Curriculum. In recent years Colby has more fully integrated research into student learning, engaging students in significant research projects leading to presentations at professional meetings and refereed publications with their research collaborators. Student research assistantships and off-campus research have been popular and effective components of Colby's emphasis on “education through research.” Both capstone courses for our environmental studies concentrations have received acclaim and generated faculty and student presentations at national meetings, workshops in several states, and a book chapter. 

The Problems in Environmental Science course studies a different watershed in the region each year and analyzes the condition of that watershed and the effect its condition has on the water quality of the associated lake. The students make heavy use of GIS methods in putting together their final report and presentation, and present the results in a public forum to the members of the lake association and other interested parties. Lake associations have found these reports to be so useful that they have funded student research assistantships during the summer to help implement the study recommendations. 

Our introductory course, Environment and Society, has a strong interdisciplinary emphasis, and is team-taught by faculty from the social and natural sciences. The course incorporates a significant research component, using a comparative case study approach to investigate an environmental issue. Our Environmental Studies Senior Seminar involves a campus greening component.  Working in collaboration with the Environmental Advisory Group, this year students investigated reducing Colby’s emissions of greenhouse gases. Students created an emissions inventory and developed specific recommendations on how the college could offset its current carbon emissions and how faculty and students could participate meaningfully in the exercise. Finally the students developed some educational materials for local schools and newspapers. 

Students in Biology 493 - Problems in Environmental Science co-authored a research report entitled, "Land Use Patterns in Relation to Lake Water Quality in the Webber Pond Watershed". The report was distributed to local and state organizations as well as interested citizens. Students also presented a public symposium to discuss the results of their study, which was attended by over 40 Vassalboro area residents. 
With funding provided by the Mellon Foundation, Biology professors Russ Cole and David Firmage sponsored six student presenters at the Maine Water Conference.  Students presented aspects of their lake research in two poster presentations. This meeting was a good opportunity for our students to gauge their research progress relative to their peers at other institutions, and to experience first hand the process of scholarly exploration and discovery that is typical of academic life. 

· Environmental Studies Internship Program.  Colby is fortunate to have funding from the Mellon Foundation to continue to expand opportunities for students to participate in internships. Student reports of internship experiences are available on the program Web site (http://www.colby.edu/environ/intern/). Internship grantees for JanPlan and Summer 2003 include: 
· Stephanie Tat ’03 and Kristin Larson ‘03: research on the ecology, behavior, and physiology of tree frogs in the Atlantic Rainforest in southeast Brazil.

· Hannah Arnold ’03: produced informational materials on green power supply options for Maine Interfaith Power & Light.

· Jessica Kellett ’04 and Emily Posner: researched water issues for the Cordillera Peoples Alliance in the Philippines (funded by the Freeman Foundation). 

· Laura Snow '04: developing a monetary penalty enforcement model for the Maine Department of Environmental Protection. 

· Kelly Stoos '04: interning with Congressman Patrick Kennedy.

· Nina Martin '04: wetlands and malaria research, Tour du Valat Biological Station, France.

· Anna Sommo '04: Environmental Educator, Portland Oregon Parks and Recreation.

· Janine Elliott '04: Interning with the International Society for Ecology and Culture. 

· Elizabeth Turnbull '04: Interning with consultants Will & Carlson, specializing in natural resource issues before federal agencies.

· Speaker Series.  A wide range of speakers enlivened the campus and enriched our academic program through the Lunchtime Colloquia, ES speaker series, and Earth Week events.  The Colloquia offered an opportunity for students and faculty to present research, and topics were as diverse as student experiences at the Earth Summit, emissions trading, research on butterflies and toxics, the United Nations and climate change, quinine and malaria, and the environmental impacts of technology.  We also heard from outside speakers Richard Wardwell, on the role of the Maine Board of Environmental Protection; Ted Wolff ’86 on environmental law; Stephanie Clement ’92, on national parks and shrinking budgets; Peter W. Sly, on Native American environmental and legal issues; Erika Morgan on green electricity; Katie McShane on environmental ethics; Jeff Pidot and Jerry Reed on environmental law in the public sector; Kent Wommack (’77) on new strategies to protect public lands; Douglas Sacra ’82 on green architecture; Tim Leach on oil and the Arctic; Debra Davidson on the politics of wildlife; Paul Mayewski on the International Trans-Antarctic Scientific Expedition;  Devra Davis on toxics and public health; and Ross Gelbspan on climate change. We also sponsored the Maine Toxics Action Conference, featuring keynote speaker Penobscot Nation Governor Barry Dana.

· Colby Undergraduate Research Symposium. As in past years, Environmental Studies faculty and students actively participated in the Colby Undergraduate Research Symposium. Our keynote speaker was Robert Pennock of the Department of Philosophy at Michigan State University, speaking on “Attacking Clones and Killer Tomatoes: What are the Real Ethical Challenges of Genetic Technology?” Student presentations  included: 
· Courtney Fry, "Bolivian Public Policy in the Context of the Global Economy: is there another Viable Development Strategy for Bolivia?"

· Donna Pitteri, "Solid Waste Management in Maine: Challenges and Possible Solutions for Waterville"

· Jess Kellett and Emily Posner, "The Commodification of Life and Water in Northern Luzon, Philippines"

· Benjamin Hoffman, "Environmental Regulation and its Effect on Technical Change for Electric Utilities"

· Brie Drummond, "The Selection of Native and Invasive Plants by Frugivorous Birds"

· Beth Dushman, "Geochemical and Environmental Studies in the Belgrade Lakes Watershed"

· Kathryn Spirer, "From Maine Farms to Maine Colleges: The Symbolism and Reality Behind the Local Purchasing Efforts at Colby, Bates and Bowdoin"
· Environmental Studies Role in Campus Greening. Having helped the Environmental Advisory Group get off the ground, the Colby Environmental Studies program continues to help lead this effort. Program members on the Committee include Coordinator Sharon Treat, faculty members Russ Cole, Jennifer Shosa and Tom Tietenberg, and students Jacoby Ballard ‘03j, Shawn Legendre ’04, Anna Sommo ‘04, Kelly Stoos ’04, and Jessica Kellett ‘04. ES students and faculty also served on the green building subcommittee, producing a list of green building principles for Colby to consider in new construction and renovation projects. Colby's new Alumni and Development Center, currently in design, is the first higher education building in Maine registered for the U.S. Green Building Council's LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) program. 
ES Program faculty members were also instrumental in finalizing partnerships with nationally recognized non-profit organizations working in this area. Colby has signed an agreement with Clean Air­Cool Planet to complete an inventory of its greenhouse gas emissions; raise awareness of the importance of addressing climate change; consider an emissions reduction target; develop and implement a strategic plan to meet that target; monitor progress over time; and incorporate emissions reduction goals into long-term campus planning and reporting practices.  Colby is also a member of the Green Campus Consortium of Maine, the Institution Recycling Network, and Campus Ecology, and we are initial signatories to the Maine Green Power Connection, working to bring clean electricity options to Maine.

In September, Colby became the first institution of higher learning to earn a Maine Governor's Award for Environmental Excellence since the awards were initiated in 1995. Colby was honored for its commitment to integrating sustainability into academics, campus maintenance, and administration. Examples cited included the Environmental Advisory Group, composting yard and food wastes, lowering steam plant emissions and production of electricity with excess steam, promoting a pedestrian-friendly campus, and offering an environmentally-conscious curriculum. In addition, Colby’s Project RESCUE, which recycles the treasures and detritus that used to go into campus dumpsters at the end of the year, is featured on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Web site as a "best management practice" (http://www.epa.gov/ne/assistance/univ/bmpcasestudies.html.)
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