
Hazardous Materials Definition: 

Hazardous chemical or material which must have an MSDS on file includes by definition any 

chemical which is classified as a physical hazard or a health hazard, a simple asphyxiant, 

combustible dust, pyrophoric gas, or hazard not otherwise classified.   

Health hazard can be further defined as any chemical which is classified as posing one of the 

following hazardous effects: acute toxicity (any route of exposure); skin corrosion or irritation; 

serious eye damage or eye irritation; respiratory or skin sensitization; germ cell mutagenicity; 

carcinogenicity; reproductive toxicity; specific target organ toxicity (single or repeated exposure); 

or aspiration hazard. The criteria for determining whether a chemical is classified as a health 

hazard are detailed in Appendix A to §1910.1200—Health Hazard Criteria. 

Physical hazard can be further defined as a chemical that is classified as posing one of the following 

hazardous effects: explosive; flammable (gases, aerosols, liquids, or solids); oxidizer (liquid, solid or 

gas); self-reactive; pyrophoric (liquid or solid); self-heating; organic peroxide; corrosive to metal; 

gas under pressure; or in contact with water emits flammable gas. See Appendix B to §1910.1200—

Physical Hazard Criteria. 

The following materials are exempt from the OSHA hazardous communication standard and do not 

require a MSDS/SDS on file:  (Note, when in doubt list the product and the Safety Office will 

determine if an MSDS/SDS is available and applicable.) 

 Household consumer products when the products are used in the workplace in the same 

manner that a consumer would use them (i.e., where the duration and frequency of use is 

not greater than what the typical consumer would experience); 

 United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Resource Conservation and 

Recovery Act (RCRA) - designated hazardous wastes when subject to regulations issued 

under that Act; 

 EPA Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) - 

designated hazardous substances when the focus of a CERCLA remedial action; 

 Food, drugs, cosmetics, tobacco and tobacco products;  

 Ionizing and non-ionizing radiation; 

 Biological hazards;  

 Wood and wood products as long as they will not be processed and the only potential 

hazards are flammability or combustibility; and 

 Nuisance particles which pose no physical or health hazard. 


