MINUTES

Library Systems Group

1st Meeting, Monday 5/20 10:00am-11:20am

Prepared by Margaret Ericson, 5/30/02

Attending:  Mike McGuire (Chair), Suzi Cole, Margaret Ericson, Eileen Fredette, Toni Katz.

Mike McGuire formed this group to address issues raised at a recent Technical Services meeting  regarding a need within the Colby Libraries for more timely dissemination of information on and open discussion of III enhancements and implementation issues pertaining to Maine Infonet (Innreach), Innopac (current), and Millennium (future). As we embark on planning for a new version of III and see the impact of local Tech Services decisions / projects vis-a-vis Maine Infonet, we are all seeing the need for more knowledge sharing and group decisions to enable informed local decision-making for improved III systems functionality and  management.

 Toni Katz as head of Technical Services, plans to follow up further with organizing a statewide forum for discussion of Maine Infonet / Innreach cataloging/database issues. 

In researching on the Internet she found that other regional III consortia have highly developed regional III user groups with web pages that have lots for information. She mentioned Prospector (Colorado) and the Northwest IUG.

Mike asked how to improve communications regarding III. Toni and Margaret expressed a need for more "filtering down" of information about III, i.e. more of an active approach to getting the information to those who have to make decisions about it and use it for database creation and public services. Mike said we can view III information by going to 

http://csdirect.iii.com (and contact Mike for the username and password).

Margaret suggested a first step would be to have a Colby Library staff III Information web page on the Library Intranet so staff know where to find all the useful links, all in one location. Mike also said he selectively disseminates copies of enhancement pages to those whom he thinks it most applicable. The group agreed that selective mailings are good, but we want to know when and where complete information can be obtained,  would like more open / group discussion of enhancement options, scheduling of upgrades, implementation issues, etc.

[NOTE: Since this first meeting Mike has posted a Library Systems Group web page on the Library Intranet at http://www.colby.edu/libtech/systems/sysindex.html. Thanks Mike!]

Maine Infonet / Innreach

The Group began by discussing Maine Infonet / Innreach issues

1. Duplicate / Multiple Records: For variety of reasons, there appear to be multiple records for the same item in III. Obviously, OCLC record number differences account for this, but sometimes differing encoding levels (K, I) for the same record will cause the creation of multiple records in ME Infonet. 

2. Local fields are stripped when records are transferred to ME Infonet, thus we may not be able to search for items in the same way in InnReach as in our catalog...i.e. Maine Infonet  is not a substitute for the local catalog.

3. Eileen indicated that the request function does not appear to be cueing up requests with our CBB  priority settings.

4. We would like to see improved statistics reporting for InnReach member libraries...e.g.  reports of titles we are lending/borrowing by call number. Note: Eileen afterwards supplied the group with a URL for current Inn Reach request statistics: 

http://130.111.64.9:4444/olinkpatrep/report1/0//?

5. Issues concerning the display of the  856 [internet link] field for licensed / proprietary internet sites vs. open access sites. Toni K. said IUG has created a Task Force to examine this issue.

6. Reports from the recent  IUG meeting point to an enhancement that will enable limiting by Material Type, which currently cannot be done in Maine Infonet.   

Toni and Mike began to talk about information gathered from the recent IUG meeting. 

While at IUG the CBB folks gathered for a meeting to discuss what is happening at the CBB institutions. More discussion of the IUG meeting will take place at the Colby Library meeting on 5/28

Upgrades: 

Toni asked if we are current with III upgrades. Mike said that he was awaiting word on the budget request for Millennium before loading the current Innopac upgrade. Now that we know we will not be moving to Millennium this summer, we will go ahead and schedule the upgrade. Toni mentioned we need to keep current with upgrades/versions of III, as there may be compatibility issues with Innreach. Also, we can still improve  functionality of our online catalog with new III upgrades, e.g. better options of browse screens now. Toni said we need to review our procedures / workarounds on records with uniform titles. She hears from Sharon Saunders that browse screens can be improved and tailored to display 240 uniform titles and 245s if that is what we want to do. Also, we should be adding author/title authority records to our catalog to achieve consistency with uniform title display and cross reference information. This will improve the ability of patrons to navigate throughout hitlists where uniform titles are used alot...e.g. literature and literature in translation, non-English language material, religion, music, theater (e.g. plays), etc. 

My Millennium  

Mike would like the group to consider implementation of this feature. It lets users tailor searches and save them within their patron record info which they access via the webcat.

Featured Lists / Hotlinks
Toni mentioned that Bates will be implementing a new acquisitions web page with hot links to the bib records the online catalog. This is done by creating a list of new acquisitions, putting the list into Excel and using Pearlscript to hotlink to the III record. 

The Group covered a lot of territory in this one meeting, and we discovered there is lots to discuss. We scheduled the next meeting for Tuesday, June 18 at 10 am. Peggy Menchen will be joing the group as the Acting Assistant Director for Public Services.

M. Ericson 5/30/02

