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CURRICULUM VITAE

DAVID SUCHOFF

Department of English


17 Island View Lane

Colby College



Freeport, Maine 04032

5286 Mayflower Hill Dr.


(207) 865-6398

Waterville Maine 04901

fax: (207)-859-5252

dbsuchof@Colby.edu

EDUCATION

A.B. in Comparative Literature, University of California,


Berkeley, 1978.

M.A. in Comparative Literature, University of California, 


Berkeley (English and German), 1980.

Ph.D. in Comparative Literature, University of California,


Berkeley, Spring 1985 (English, German, French). 

TEACHING AND RESEARCH POSITIONS

Professor of English, Colby College, 2002-

Assistant and Associate Professor of English, Colby College, 


1993-2002.
Andrew W. Mellon Faculty Fellow,, Department of
Comparative Literature, 

Harvard University, 1992-1993.

Assistant Professor of English, Boston University, 


1985-1992.

BOOKS, EDITED BOOKS, TRANSLATED BOOKS

Critical Theory and the Novel: Mass Society and Cultural Criticism in Dickens, Melville and Kafka, University of Wisconsin Press, 1994.
Kafka’s Jewish Languages: The Hidden Openness of Tradition 1911-1924, under consideration.

David Suchoff and Kevin O'Neill, trans. of Alain Finkielkraut, The Imaginary Jew, Introduction by David Suchoff, University of Nebraska Press, 1994. 

David Suchoff and Mary Rhiel, eds., Life Likenesses: The Seductions of Biography, Routledge, 1996.

David Suchoff and Kevin O'Neill, trans. of Alain Finkielkraut, The Wisdom of Love, Introduction by David Suchoff, University of Nebraska Press, 1997.

David Suchoff, trans. and Introduction of The Legacy of German Jewry, Fordham University Press, 2007.

David Suchoff, Listen and Believe: The Ghetto Reportage of Josef Zelkowicz and Peretz Opoczynski, under contract, Yale Library of Yiddish Classics (Translation from the Yiddish and Introduction). 

ESSAYS

“Franz Kafka, Hebrew Writer: The Vaudeville of Linguistic Origins,” forthcoming in Nexus: the Duke German and Jewish Studies Yearbook, 2010. 

“Kafka’s Jewish Languages: the Hidden Openness of Tradition,” Journal of Jewish Thought and Philosophy, 15:2  2007, pp. 65-132.

“Kafka’s Politics: Goethe, Zionism and the Hidden Openness of Tradition,” Journal of the Kafka Society of America., June-December 2005, nos. 1 and 2, pp. 71-83.

"Minima Moralia: Reflexionen aus dem beschädigten Leben." The Literary Encyclopedia. 20 Jan. 2007. The Literary Dictionary Company, 20 January 2007. <http://www.litencyc.com/php/sworks.php?rec=true&UID=3540>

“Franz Kafka, ‘Ein Landarzt." The Literary Encyclopedia.  2 Feb. 2007. The Literary Dictionary Company, 9 February 2007. <http://www.litencyc.com/php/sworks.php?rec=true&UID=14611>
“Smuggling in the Warsaw Ghetto” by Peretz Opczynski, Introduction and Translation by David Suchoff, Pakn Treger: Magzine of the National Yiddish Book Center, Fall 2006/5767, no. 52, pp. 32-37.

David Suchoff and Willi Goetschel, “Das Vermächtnis des deutschen Judentums: Hermann Levin Goldschmidts unzeitgemäße Betrachtung,” Neue Rundschau 116, Jahrgang 2005:4, December 2005, pp. 168-173. 

"Kafka's Languages: Hebrew and Yiddish in The Trial and Amerika, in Doris Sommer, ed., Bilingual Games: Some Literary Investigations (New York: Palgrave/MacMillan, 2003), pp. 251-274.

“Jewish Critics and German Literature in the Public Sphere: A Response to Ritchie Roberrtson,” in Stephen D. Dowden and Meike G. Werner, eds., German Literature, Jewish Critics: The Brandeis Symposium (Rochester, NY: Camden House, 2002), pp. 263-270.

“Kafka and the Postmodern Divide: Hebrew and German in Aharon Appelfeld’s The Age of Wonders  (Tor Ha-pela’ot),” The Germanic Review.75:2, Spring 2000: 149-167.

Reprinted in Contemporary Literary Criticism, Volume 240, September 2007.

"A Yiddish Text from Auschwitz: Critical History and the Anthological Imagination,” Prooftexts 19 (1999): 59-69.

"Irving Howe," Encylopedia Entry for Tracy Chevalier, ed., Encyclopedia of the Essay," London: Fitzroy and Dearborn, 1998, pp. 403-404.

"Gershom Scholem, Hannah Arendt and the Scandal of Jewish Particularity," The Germanic Review, 72:1, Winter 1997, 57-76.

"Irving Howe, the Cold War Canon Debate, and Yiddish, 1954-1992," in Cristina Giorcelli and Rob Kroes, eds., Living With America 1946-1996. Amsterdam: VU University Press, 1997, pp. 211-222.

"The Rosenberg Case and the New York Intellectuals," in Marjorie Garber and Rebecca Walkowitz, eds., Secret Agents: The Rosenberg Case and the McCarthy Era, Routledge, 1995, pp. 155-169.

"Widersprüchliche Identität: Judentum und Postmoderne im Werk Hermann Goldschmidts," in Willi Goetschel, ed., Perspektiven der Dialogik, pp. 111-123 (Passagen Verlag, 1994).

"Jüdische Kritiker in der Amerikanischen Nachkriegsgermanistik," Weimarer Beiträge 39, no. 3, 1993, 393-409.

"New Historicism and Containment: Toward a Post-Cold War Cultural Theory," Arizona Quarterly, v. 48, no. 1, Spring 1992 pp. 137-161.

"A More Conscious Silence: Friendship and Language in Thoreau's Week," ELH: English Literary History, Fall 1982, v. 49, pp. 673- 688. 

Reprinted in Gale Research, Nineteenth Century Literary Criticism, volume 138, 2004. 

"Figures in Crisis: Symbol and Social Control in The Sleepwalkers," in The Legacy of Hermann Broch: Literature, Philosophy, Politics: The Yale Broch Symposium, Camden House, 1988, pp. 231-245.

REVIEWS/REVIEW ESSAYS

Review of Bram Mertens, Dark Images, Secret Hints: Benjamin, Scholem, Molitor and the Jewish Tradition (2007), in Shofar 27:2, Winter 2009, pp. 159-161..
Review of Yigal Schwartz, Aharon Appelfeld: From Individual Lament to Tribal Eternity. Translated by Jeffrey M. Green, Forward by Arnold J. Band. Hanover and London: University Press of New England, 2001, Criticism 44:4, Fall 2002, 441-445.

Review of Beatrice Hanssen, Walter Benjamin’s ‘Other’ History: Of Stones, Animals, Human Beings, and Angels, University of California Press 1998, The Germanic Review, 75:1, Winter. 2000, 72-5. 

Review of Elizabeth J. Bellamy, Affective Genealogies: Psychoanalysis, \Postmodernism, and the "Jewish Question" after Auschwitz, University of Nebraska Press, 1997, The Germanic Review. 74:2, Spring 1999, 161-165.

Review of Michael Brenner, The Renaissance of Jewish Culture in Weimar Germany, Yale University Press, Modern Jewish Studies: Yiddish 1997, 10:4, 106-108.

Review of Susan Derwin, The Ambivalence of Form: Lukás, Freud and the Novel, Modern Fiction Studies 42:1, Spring 1996. 241-243.

Review of Thomas Strychacz, Modernism, Mass Culture and Professionalism, Modern Fiction Studies, 40:4, Winter 1994, pp. 847-849.

Review of Claudia Brodsky, The Imposition of Form: Studies in Narrative Representation and Knowledge, Studies in Romanticism, v. 30, no. 2, Summer 1991, pp. 292-294.

Review of Garrett Stewart's Death Sentences: Styles of Dying in British Fiction, Western Humanities Review, v. xxx, no. 1, Spring 1986, pp. 89-91. 

PAPERS PRESENTED/INVITED LECTURES—SELECTED

“Franz Kafka, Hebrew Writer: The Vaudeville of Linguistic Origins,” Duke German-Jewish Studies Colloquium, March 2009.

 “Rosenzweig, Benjamin and Hebrew Poetry: Two Bi-national Thinkers,” Panel on “Poetry on the Borders of Hebrew and German, MLA Convention San Francisco, Dec. 2008.

“Dialogue, Tradition, Interpretation: Kafka’s Kabbalah,” Dialogical Perspectives: International Conference on Dialogical Thought, University of Toronto, Sep. 7-9 2008. 

 “’The Voice of Jakob:’ Kafka and the Jewish Languages of New York,” at the symposium “Becoming Modern: The German-Jewish Experience, Department of German, University of Pennsylvania, March 30 2008. 

“Hermann Levin Goldschmidt’s The Legacy of German Jewry, Leo Baeck Institute, New York (Center for Jewish History), Dec. 10, 2007.

“German-Jewish Historiography in Post-National Perspective,” Association for Jewish Studies, Dec. 17, 2007, Toronto.

“The Trans-National Begins at Home: Goethe’s Jewish Voices,” Paper given at the Association for Jewish Studies Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA, Oct. 7, 2007.

"Post-Containment Kafka Criticism and the Trans-National Canon,” 20th Century Literature Conference, University of Louisville, Feb. 23, 2006. 

“Kafka’s Jewish Politics: Zionism the Hidden Openness of Tradition,” Franz Kafka Panel, MLA Convention, Washington, D.C. Dec. 2005

Invited Lecture, "Kafka's Canon: Hebrew, Yiddish, and the Comedy of Language in The Trial and Amerika,” Department of Jewish Studies, University of Texas, Austin, March 27, 2003. 

“Kafka’s Languages,” MLA Convention, New Orleans, December 2001. 

Public Lecture, “Yiddish Ghetto Reportage,” August 10, 2001, United States Holocaust Memorial and Museum, Washington D.C., presented as part of the “Culture in Ghetto Settings” Symposium, Center for Advanced Holocaust Research.

Moderator, “Maine Communities Read and Reflect: A Discussion on the Events of Sept. 11, 2001,’ [public discussion of FDR’s “Four Freedoms Speech” and W.H. Auden’s Sept. 1, 1939, Gray Public Library, Oct. 11, 2001.] 

Invited Keynote Lecture, “Bilingual Effects: Kafka and the Canon,” Conference on Bilingual Effects, Sponsored by Departments of Spanish and Comparative Literature, Harvard University, March 9, 2001.

“The Twisted Path of Tradition in Aharon Appelfeld’s The Iron Tracks [Mesilat Barzel],” International Society for the Study of European Ideas [ISSEI], Biannual Conference, University of Bergen, Norway, August 2000.

Invited Lecture, Hermann Levin Goldschmidt Memorial Lecture, "The German-Jewish Legacy in a Multi-Cultural Age," Leo Baeck Institute, Deutsches Haus, Columbia University March 22, 1999.

"Bad Taste, Catskill Humor, and the Jewish Star," Paper Presented at the MLA Convention, San Francisco, California, Dec. 30, 1998.

Invited Lecture, "German Literature, Jewish Critics," An International 
Symposium, September 20, 1997, Brandeis University.

Invited Lecture, "The German-Jewish Context of Walter Benjamin: Language and Politics," Seminar on Comparative Literature and Literary Theory, Center for Humanities, University of New Hampshire, March 28, 1997.

"Domestic Violence and the Politics of Mary Barton," paper presented at the Modern Languages Association Convention, Washington, D.C., December 1996.

"Gershom Scholem, Hannah Arendt and the Scandal of Jewish Particularity," paper presented at the Modern Languages Association Convention, Washington, D.C., December 1996.

"Irving Howe, the Cold War Canon Debate, and Yiddish, 1954-1992," presented at the Jewish Studies Association Conference, Boston, December 1996,

"Irving Howe, the Cold War Canon Debate, and Yiddish, 1954-1992," presented at the European American Studies Convention, Warsaw, Poland, March 22-25, 1996.

"Legacies of German Jewry and the Ethnicities of Modernism," Paper presented at the panel, "German Modernism Reconsidered," Modern Languages Association of America, San Diego, Dec. 29, 1994.

Invited Lecture, Zürich, Switzerland, "Widersprüchliche Identität: Judentum, Neuzeit und Postmodernität im Werk Hermann Goldschmidts," Stiftung Dialogigk and the ETH, Zürich, March 24, 1994.

Chair and organizer of Panel, "Imaginary Jews and Other Texts: The Work of Alain Finkielkraut, Modern Languages Association National Conference, Toronto, Canada December 1993.

"Jewish Identity and the Left: Lionel Trilling, Stephen Greenblatt and Subversion in American Cultural Criticism," paper given on the panel "Trilling and Beyond: Traditions and Countertraditions in the Work of Jewish American Critics, American Studies Association Annual Convention, Boston, November 1993

"The Rosenberg Case and the New York Intellectuals," presented at ""40 Years After: The Rosenberg Case and the New York Intellectuals," sponsored by the Center for Literary and cultural Studies, Harvard University, May 1993.

"Dickens, Advertising and Audience: The Ends of Little Dorrit," Conference, International Society for the Study of Narrative, Albany New York, April 1993.
"Paul de Man and Nationalism: the War Writings and Benjamin's 'The Task of the Translator,' Conference, International Society for the Study of Narrative, Vanderbilt University, April 1992. 

Response, translated simultaneously into French, to Keynote Speech by Nikolai N. Bolkhovitinov, Soviet Academy of Sciences, "Russian and American History in a Changing Soviet Mirror," Conference Internationale Sur La Narration, Université de Nice, June 14, 1991.

"Post-Cold War Narrative Theory," Paper presented and Panel devised 
and chaired, International Conference on Narrative Theory, Université Nice-Sophia-Antipolis, France, June 12, 13, 14, 1991.

"New Historicism and Containment: Toward a Post-Cold War Cultural Criticism," presented at the Twentieth-Century Literature Conference, University of Louisville, Feb. 21-23, 1991. 

"'An Answer to Communists: Preston Sturges's Sullivan's Travels and the Origins of Cold War Liberalism," presented at the NEMLA Conference, Film Section, Hartford, April 5-7 1991.

ACADEMIC HONORS/POSITIONS

Nominee, Chair, Department of English, Colby College, Oct. 2007

Undergraduate Citation for Outstanding Work in Comparative Literature, U.C. Berkeley, 1978 .

Phi Beta Kappa University of California, Berkeley 1978.

Four-Year Regents Intern Graduate Fellowship, University of California, Berkeley 1978-83 

Fullbright Teaching Assistantship, Austria, 1981-2.

GRANTS—PARTIAL LISTING

Lucius N. Littauer Foundation for Jewish Studies Grant, 1996.

Mellon Faculty Fellowship in the Humanities, Harvard University, 1992-1993.

LANGUAGES

Fluent German; good Hebrew, speaking and reading; published translations from Yiddish, German and French.

BOARDS/EDITORIAL BOARDS

Member, Board of Trustees, Stiftung Dialogik, Zürich, Switzerland [Foundation for Jewish Studies and the Study of Swiss Immigration Policy]. www.dialogik.org; Member of editorial board, Bemidbar (Jewish Philosophy and Jewish Studies Journal) forthcoming, Member of editorial board, Nexus: The Duke German and Jewish Studies Yearbook, forthcoming
Revised September 1, 2010.

