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	The Russian word ТУСОВКА means a friendly conversation, an informal gathering. Colby's ТУСОВКА is a monthly gathering of news and information of interest to all Russian and Russian studies students. ТУСОВКА welcomes your ideas and contributions for future issues.


Добро Пожаловать!

Welcome to all at the start of the fall semester 2002.  We hope you’ve had an exciting summer, and we wish you all a challenging semester.

American schools traditionally begin after Labor Day, and Russian schools have chosen September 1st as their opening day.  The day is sometimes called День Знаний (Day of Knowledge), and part of the ritual of the day in elementary schools is the ceremony of Первый звонок  (First Bell).  Younger children dress up for the first day of school for the director’s address to families, and they always bring armfuls of flowers to greet their teachers.
Мини-Календарь
(Upcoming Events)

Don’t miss these chances to see everyone after the summer and hang out по-русски.
Friday, September 6, 3-5 p.m.  Come up to Lovejoy 4th, chat, play a game or two, have a snack, and relax after the first week of classes.

Thursday, September 12, 6:00 p.m.

The first русский стол of the semester in the Camp Dining Room in Dana.  All Russian speakers are cordially invited for our weekly get-together.

Thursday, September 26, Pugh Center

Русский обед:  Our first culinary extravaganza of the semester.  We’ll cook a complete Russian meal and then eat it with glee.  We have recipes and we have cooks.  Plan to join the cooking and try out your skills as chef for a day.
UMF Global Forum:  October 4-5

The University of Maine at Farmington will host a two-day conference on

A New Partnership?  Russia, America and Central Eurasian Responses to International Terrorism.  A variety of guest speakers and panel participants will discuss  Islam and Central Asia, Moscow and Washington’s perceptions of security, and the long-term prospects for the new Russia-US relationship.  We’ll have cars going on Saturday for the day and hope you’ll attend.
RUSSIAN POETRY SLAM

The second annual Russian Poetry Slam will take place on Sunday, November 10, 7:00 p.m.  We can’t wait to hear all this year’s readings.

LOVEJOY  4th FLOOR

Julie de Sherbinin returned from Russia in July.  She will write about her trip and her impressions  and the international Nabokov conference in the next  Тусовка.

Colby has struggled this summer with the newly harsh visa policies  for non US citizens.  Colby’s designated Russian Language Assistant for 2003-03 was twice denied a visa by the US Consulate in St. Petersburg.  We await news  from a second candidate, who is now being interviewed at the Consulate, and hope that this time Colby will be successful in bringing our Assistant to campus in September.

Kristen Welsh and Sheila McCarthy made the successful transfer of office space on the hottest days of the summer.  Kristen has begun her semester at Hobart and William Smith Colleges in Geneva, New York.  Among her courses this year will be a new offering on Russian film.

Sheila is awash in books and files and papers as she returns to Lovejoy after a year’s leave.  Some of you will have a chance to sample some of the work she did on teaching history and culture in Russian.  The ultimate goal is to present a series of historical topics, complete with reading, writing, vocabulary, film clips, and oral assignments.  And, конечно, Sheila is delighted to be back in Lovejoy with all the русские!

IT’S A COLBY REUNION

Middlebury College was the site of a mini-reunion this summer.  Studying at the Russian School were Галя Fisher (’04) and Peter (Петя) Bertero (’95), who started work on his M.A.  But that’s not all.  Mahdi Bseiso (’04), our very own Russian-speaking computer expert, 

was at Middlebury for a seminar on new foreign language technology.  These students, we hope, will send us more information about their summer programs for the next Тусовка.
COLBY ALUMNI RUSSIA TRIP

The Colby, Bates, and Bowdoin  Alumni Offices have joined forces to offer Journey of the Czars, a fourteen day river cruise in Russia, July 11-24, 2003. St. Petersburg celebrates its 300th birthday in 2003, so the Colby contingent has a special reason to celebrate with our St. Petersburg Gimnaziia colleagues and friends.  The trip is open to alums and friends of Colby.  Do you know anyone who might be interested?  Sheila McCarthy  and Bowdoin music professor Tony Antolini will lead the tour group.

JANUARY IN SEPTEMBER

Yep, it’s already time to think about your plans for JanPlan.  We’ll have all details about dates and courses soon. JanPlan in St. Petersburg will continue with tentative offerings in Russian language and “The Arts in St. Petersburg.”

SUMMER NOTES AND NEWS

Сергей  got  married, just as planned, in June.  Сергей и Ира  traveled in Europe and are now back at work in St. Petersburg.  They sent lovely pictures of the wedding for all to enjoy on the Russian bulletin board.

Анналиса  Blech (’00)  is in Moscow doing research and tending to a group of undergraduate students from University of Texas.  She will keep us posted on Moscow news.

Кристофер  Hamel ( ’98), currently a grad student at Georgetown University, was married in Bulgaria this summer.  His wife, Iva Ilieva, is also a Colby grad.

Радя (Joy) Marean (’92) has begun work on her Ph. D. at Columbia. Радя was the first student to enroll in the infant Colby in St. Petersburg program and helped us to shape future courses there.

Саша Ludwig ( ’04)  writes from Vienna where he is studying this fall.  “I love Vienna, more and more each day, but Санкт-Петербург will always be a special place.”  

WATERVILLE-AREA SISTER CITY

The northern Russian city of Kotlas (Котлас) has been a sister city to Waterville for more than 15 years now, and the two cities frequently send and host groups of citizens.  Eleven Waterville area citizens have just returned from a visit to Kotlas and were quite favorably impressed by the early signs of some economic prosperity in the city.  They also noted an increase in small private businesses.  We hope to invite some of the members of this group to join us for a talk about their trip in October.
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