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A. First Image Explanations: The Individual Decision-Maker
(1) Great Man Theories 

(a) World War II was a function of the fanatical malevolence of Hitler and the weakness of Chamberlain

(b) World War I emerged because of the short-sightedness of German and Austrian statesmen.  Had Metternich or Bismarck been around, it would have been avoided

(c) The Cold War was largely a function of the paranoia of Stalin or the insensitivity of Truman to legitimate Soviet security needs

(d) The end of the Cold War can best be explained by the political foresight of Gorbachev in recognizing the need for change or by President Reagan for his confrontational strategies in the early 1980s and/or his willingness to moderate those policies when confronted by a more accommodating Soviet leader in the late 1980s.

(e) The crisis and war in the Gulf was predominantly due to the personality of Saddam Hussein.  His removal from power would stabilize the region.

(2) Collective Perceptions of Decision-Makers 

(a) Ideology - Lockean Liberalism, Marxism-Leninism, Fundamentalist Islam

(b) Political Culture/National Character 

(c) Lessons from the Past - the impact of Munich or Vietnam in US foreign policy

B. Second Image Explanations: The Internal Political System
(1) Liberalism - Democratic states are peaceful; Authoritarian states are warlike because they are unresponsive to their people or because they need external enemies for internal legitimacy 

(2) Marxism - War is a function of the expansionist needs of capitalist states;  Socialist states lack internal drives for expansion and are therefore peaceful.

(3) Military-Industrial Complex Theory - The arms race is a function of the vested economic and bureaucratic interests in the U.S. and the Soviet Union.

(4) Democracies tend to fluctuate between pacifism and isolationism or total war.  They are ill-suited to treat war as the continuation of diplomacy for limited ends (Spanier, Kennan).

(5) Foreign policy is substantially influenced by the role of bureaucratic politics, national legislatures, interest groups, and public opinion, not by the state pursuing a "national interest defined as power" (Pluralist Theory).

(6) Internal Frustration - Germany expansionism was due to the destabilizing effects of depression and hyperinflation.

C. The Third Image: The International System
(1) Anarchy - The absence of a central authority compels all states to pursue strategies of realpolitik.

(a) States form alliances on the basis of balance of power considerations rather than shared ideology - e.g.., the Treaty of Rapallo in 1922 between the USSR and Weimar Germany; the Nixon-Mao rapprochement in 1971, US-Iraqi relations in the 1980s.

(b) The international system often compels states to subordinate ideological goals to realpolitik considerations.  For example, the professed commitments of President Carter to Human Rights and President Reagan to Anticommunism did not prevent a cooperative relationship with the highly repressive communist government in China becuase of the role of China in balancing Russian power in East Asia.

(c) Ideology is a means of rationalizing strategies of power politics - i.e., "International law and order is the ideology of the status quo" (Morgenthau).

(d) All states regardless of the character of their leaders or the character of their political systems are pressured by the international system to focus on relative power position rather than cooperation to promote mutual gains.

(e) In anarchy, international laws and institutions can only play a limited role.  They are effective only if the great powers find them to be in their interest.  Therefore, they are reflections of the interests of the major powers, not independent forces.

(2) Polarity - The Distribution of Power in the International System

(a) The Cold War was primarily caused by the bipolar system that emerged after World War II

(b) Bipolar systems produce arms races while multipolar systems produce competing and flexible alliances

(c) The stability of the post-1945 Soviet-American relationship owes less to the strategies of statesmen than it does to bipolarity and the nuclear balance of terror; the emergence of a multipolar world after the Cold War will lead to greater instability (Mearsheimer, Waltz) 

(d) World War II emerged because the post-World War I settlement disfranchised Germany and as Germany increased its power, it sought to challenge that system (see Ray's critique of Great Man Theory)

(3) Geography

(a) Soviet Russia's search for a warm-water port was an extension of Tsarist regional ambitions.  It was a function of geography, not Russia's internal political system.

(b) During the Cold War, Soviet policies in Eastern Europe and U.S. policies in Central America can be explained by the need of Great Powers to prepare against contingency threats in geographically contiguous areas.

