Compagna-Sennett Student Fellows in Religious Studies:
Call for Summer 2015 Proposals
The Religious Studies Department invites proposals from Colby students, regardless of major, for funding to conduct an original research project on a topic related to the study of religion.  A wide range of individual and collaborative student research projects may qualify for funding under this program, including research related to honors theses, independent studies, or specific courses.  The research supported by this fellowship will occur during Summer 2015, and will be presented at CLAS 2016.  All projects must have a Colby faculty sponsor, but that sponsor need not be affiliated with Religious Studies.

Grants are available to continuing, full-time Colby students (members of the Class of 2015 are not eligible). Grants will range from $1,000–$2,500, with maximum funding allocated to those grants that are either collaborative or require international travel. Funds may be allocated to cover any legitimate research expenses including, but not limited to: purchase of research materials, travel, food, and lodging expenses associated with data gathering. Students may not qualify for stipends under this program except in unusual circumstances, which should be specifically documented at the time of the application. 

Proposal:  Email your proposal to Professor Nikky Singh, nksingh@colby.edu, by Monday, April 13.  Your proposal should include the following information:

● your name, class year, major (and minor), e-mail adddress
● a brief abstract (150 words or less) describing the project
● the nature of the specific project
● the topic’s connection to the study of religion (if not self-evident)
● a detailed research design to include:

○ the specific research questions to be examined

○ a brief literature review (consult with your faculty sponsor for examples relevant to your field) that indicates the significance of your research questions

○ description of methodology, including a clear indication of how data will be gathered and how variables will be defined

○ evidence that you have the skills necessary to gather the information in this way, usually indicated by significant coursework. Please cite relevant classes.

○ if the project involves research in a foreign country, indicate and identify local contacts with whom you will work and locations of source material

○ a proposed timeline for data-gathering and writing

● a proposed budget with itemization of projected expenses and rationale
● the intended product
● an unofficial transcript of your Colby courses

In addition, please ask the faculty member who will be sponsoring your research to submit a letter of endorsement directly to Nikky Singh indicating that he or she has read your proposal and addressing your ability to carry it through to completion. Make sure that your faculty sponsor has had time to comment and suggest changes to your proposal; doing so increases the probability of success.  
If your project involves human subjects, the proposal should be submitted to Colby’s Institutional Review Board simultaneously with submission to the Religious Studies Department. Your project must be approved by the IRB before we will disburse funds.

Check well in advance of the deadline to insure that all materials are in place (including the faculty sponsor letter of support). No application will be reviewed unless all of the items listed above are included.
Product: The proposal should specify the intended end product for the project and at least preliminary thoughts on means of dissemination. It is expected that grantees will submit written products to the Colby Digital Commons (note: this can be done so as not to prejudice publication rights). All students receiving funding under this program are expected to present their work during the Colby Liberal Arts Symposium. 
Compagna-Sennett Student Fellows: Funding for this fellowship has been provided by a generous endowment from Robert E. Compagna ’76 and Joan Sennett Compagna ’76.  Students receiving research grants will be named as 2015 Compagna-Sennett Student Fellows and should include that designation on all work that results from this grant. 

Deadline: Monday, April 13, 2015.  Decisions will be announced by April 20.

Further information: Contact Professor Nikky Singh, nksingh@colby.edu 
