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Lucy Wilhelms '12

lvwilhelms@gmail.
com 

Property Management, 
Real Estate, Tutoring, 
Beer Sales 

Just recently got part-time 
work as a French tutor & 
teacher to help make ends 
meet. 

Not much demand for 
French language skills 
beyond teaching. 

Bring a love for French 
to the next generation. 
Keep people housed 
and happy. 

Consider a minor in education. 

Haley Jones '18

haleymichelej@gmail.
com
 

I work as an English 
language assistant in La 
Rochelle, France through 
the program TAPIF. 

Kari Rivers '10

kari.lynn.rivers 
@gmail.com 

Teacher I was teaching French (now 
I’m at a traditional school.) 

Competition Change the future Do it! Study abroad for the year! 

Alexandra Nichols '13

alexandra.nichols8 
@gmail.com 

International Studies 
Advisor for high school 
students who want to 
study abroad 

International travel/study 
abroad experience required 
for positions at my 
company(which was also 
required as a French Studies 
major); knowledge of our 
study abroad locations (such 
as France) helpful for my 
position; I use my French 
when traveling for work 
(such as to France and 
Morocco). 

Provide students with 
the chance to explore a 
new culture, learn a 
new language, be more 
open-minded, have a 
greater knowledge of 
world affairs, mature 
and become more 
independent, and gain 
skills needed to be a 
global citizen. 

Majoring in French can help you in so 
many career paths: teaching (French in 
the US or English abroad), international 
education, international development, 
diplomacy, public health, etc. From my 
experience interviewing for jobs, 
employees have been very interested in 
learning about how my study abroad 
experience and my French language 
skills have helped me narrow down my 
career path and also how these 
experiences and skills can help me in the 
workplace. 
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Mary Rogers '13

maelro178@gmail. 
com

I work at the New 
England Historic 

Genealogical Society as 
their Database 

Coordinator. NEHGS 
has a library full of 

genealogical books and 
manuscripts. I work on 
making some of these 
materials available on 

our website, 
AmericanAncestors.org. 

My French major did not 
directly help me get my job, 
but I do use my French skills 

gained at Colby in my 
everyday work. We have 

partnered with the 
Archdiocese of Boston to 
digitize their sacramental 

records (baptisms, marriages, 
etc.) We are making these 
records searchable on our 

website so that a genealogical 
researcher could type in a 

name and find their ancestor. 
Many towns in 

Massachusetts had French 
Canadian populations and 

often their records are written 
in French. Thanks to my 

French major, I can decipher 
these records (if I can read 
the messy handwriting, that 

is!) 

The New England Historic 
Genealogical Society is a 
non-profit, so challenges 
often include having the 

resources to accomplish the 
volume of work. My current 
project consists of scanning 

about 900 books and 
making them available on 
our website. We have been 
working on this project for 
over two years so far. Other 

challenges include the 
practicalities of digital 

storage. Once we've created 
archival-quality digital 

images for these 900 books, 
where and how do we store 

them that is not too 
expensive, but is secure and 
organized? We're working 

on it! 

I want to be doing work 
that helps other people 

learn. In my current 
genealogical work, I'm 

making information 
more easily available to 
researchers from afar. I 

also do customer 
service work, helping 

older patrons 
understand how to use 

our site (and sometimes 
just their own 

computers). Whatever 
my job, I want to help 
people gain knowledge 
and be more curious. 

I loved my French major at Colby so 
much. I liked the professors and I liked 
the interdisciplinary nature--studying 

literature, art, history, and grammar all at 
once. I never thought my French was 

good enough to be a French major, but 
Professor Paliyenko encouraged me, and 
said I could do it. When you do so much 

work in a foreign language, it pushes 
you to think in different, interesting 

ways. If you are considering majoring in 
French, I think you should do it! 

Emily Unger '13

emilyrunger@gmail.
com 

Recruiter Adaptability! The 
French/Global Studies double 

major gave me a diverse 
background, which helped 

land me a job in 
sales/account management. 

I've now taken that skill set to 
a small/local firm that I get to 

help grow. French also 
pushed me to study abroad, 

which gave me great 
experience in adapting to 

new spaces and learning on 
my feet. 

Our job is to match talented 
candidates with top 

companies and there are 
limited candidates in the 
field in which we work 

(supply chain) 

Connecting top 
candidates with 

fulfilling careers, and 
giving our clients 

(companies) the talent 
they need to drive 
success for their 

organization 

Just do it! I loved the French/Global 
Studies double major because there was 
a lot of overlap. The higher-level classes 

are great - I loved the French film 
classes I was able to take. 
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Yannik Buchi '17

yabuch_ch@hotmail.
com

Publisher Support 
Associate at JSTOR 

Knowledge of the French 
language helped me bolster 

my resume and interview for 
a company that collaborates 

with a wide variety of 
publishers, including many 

French publishers. 

One of the challenges of 
digital libraries is the call 

for open access of 
information (making all 

research free and accessible 
to anyone with a computer 
and internet connection). In 

this industry, the greatest 
ongoing challenge is how to 

adapt and expand our 
services to both publishers 
looking to add their content 

onto our platform and to 
researchers. 

I. My current position, I
hope to facilitate
communications 

between JSTOR and 
academic publishers by 
building reports/making 

usage data readily 
accessible to these 

institutions when they 
might need it. In the 

long run, I hope to help 
JSTOR in its mission to 
adopt open access and 

increase the 
accessibility of 

academic research 
around the world and 

help it find other 
Sources of revenue in 

analytical services. 

1) French is an amazingly useful
language to learn. Not only is it the most 
beautiful language but it also holds (in 

my opinion) some of the most iconic and 
important literary works in the world.  2) 
The French department at Colby is made 

up of amazing professors that push 
students above and beyond to think 

critically. U like some othe language 
departments, ALL French classes are 
taught in French so you get as much 

immersion as possible. 3)French and the 
francophone culture extend way beyond 
France and into Africa, the Middle East, 

Asia, the Americas, more specifically 
into Maine itself and Canada which is 

not too far away! French is a truly global 
language that makes it indispensable for 
understanding cultural diasporas and the 
exchange of cultures throughout history. 

Julia Welch '07

julia.c.welch@gmail.
com

Curatorial research 
fellow in European 

paintings at the MFA 
Boston 

My French major was a key 
factor in my decision to focus 

on modern European art 
(specifically French 19th 
century) in my art history 

studies in graduate school, so 
my major was quite integral 

to my career path since 
Colby. Language skills are 
often required for work in 

museums, and are crucial in 
my field in particular. I 

utilize my French skills on a 
regular basis, primarily for 

research and reading, but also 
for institutional 

correspondence and 
communication. 

Museum work is an 
incredibly competitive field 

and there are limited 
institutions in which to 

work, so finding an open 
position at a desirable 

institution can be difficult. 

I hope to bring my 
passion and knowledge 
of French art to benefit 
our museum audiences 
through my work on 
exhibitions and our 
gallery installations. 

I believe that learning and understanding 
foreign languages is incredibly 

important to the world today, and to 
many career paths, especially the arts. 

My French studies major (as well as my 
year abroad in Paris) was a definitive 

part of my time at Colby and gave me a 
framework for focusing my interest in 
art history and pursuing museum work 

in the first place. 
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Hannah Goodwin '12

hannahgdwn@gmail.
com 

I work for The Feminist 
Press: a feminist 
nonprofit book 

publishing company 

While my French Studies 
Major was not a direct path 

to my current job, it has 
informed my career path, 

along with my Anthropology 
major. I taught abroad in 

French Guiana through the 
TAPIF program when I 

graduated. The publisher I 
currently work for publishes 

a number of works in 
translation, many by French 
authors. I use French to read 
translation submissions and 

communication with authors. 

FP's mission is to build 
inclusive literary 

activist movement by 
engaging and 

supporting members of 
communities that are 
often marginalized by 

the mainstream. I work 
to help broaden the 

community we reach, 
from academic and 

literary audiences to the 
wider public. 

I don't think I really understood the 
breadth of career options available to 
French Studies majors when I was in 

school. I recommend talking to 
professors and alum to get a sense of 

what the major, and the language, can do 
for you. I also strongly recommend 

going abroad. 

Elizabeth Malone '13

ejm.malone@gmail.
com 

1st grade teacher (in 
English) 

It did not...my current career 
is unrelated to my studies at 
Colby. However, my French 
Studies major did help me 
get accepted to the French 

MA program at Middlebury 
College, which has been a 
fantastic experience and 

which allowed me to spend a 
summer in Paris. 

Finding time to do it all. Help prepare children 
to be empathetic and 

socially conscious 
leaders of tomorrow! 

Don't worry about what you will do after 
Colby; opportunities that you cannot 

predict now will present themselves to 
you! Study what you are passionate 

about and a career you are passionate 
about will follow. 

Greta Wells '11

gretahwells@gmail. 
com

I'm a PhD candidate in 
the Department of 
Geography and the 
Environment at the 

University of Texas at 
Austin. 

I double majored in French 
Studies and Geology. After 
graduating, I taught English 
in the Czech Republic and 
Japan for three years. The 

intensive language, literature, 
cultural studies, and semester 

abroad from the French 
Studies program prepared me 

well for this cultural 
immersion, challenging me to 

think on a deeper level and 
approach situations with a 

The PhD is a marathon of 
delayed gratification and 
self-motivation, so my 

biggest challenge currently 
is to keep working towards 
goals, even when progress 

feels glacial. Another 
challenge is fighting against 

the feeling that your 
research contribution is too 

small to be significant. 

The end goal of my 
work is to advance 

global scientific 
knowledge and harness 

that information to 
benefit society. My 

research focuses on past 
and contemporary 

environmental change 
in glacial regions (my 

dissertation is 
specifically on glacial 
lake outburst floods in 

Don't be afraid to double major, even if 
it is with a seemingly unrelated field. 

The program truly is "French Studies," 
not just French language (although that's 

important too!). Take a wide range of 
classes, especially ones that don't catch 
your interest initially- almost a decade 
later, I still find myself thinking about 

discussions and ideas from courses. 
Also, study abroad, no matter what! 

Spending a semester in France launched 
my life on a completely different 
trajectory than I ever thought was 
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new openness and curiosity. 
The French Studies program 
and my experience working 

overseas highlighted the 
inseparable role that culture 

plays in every aspect of 
society, eventually leading 

me to pursue a graduate 
degree in Geography. This 

has allowed me to 
incorporate both a scientific 
and cultural perspective in 

my research-- an ideal 
combination that I didn't even 
know was possible. Though 
my current project fits more 
in the Earth science camp, 

the French Studies program 
kept the door open to include 
a cultural component. This 

thread has persisted 
throughout my post-Colby 

career; I was just awarded a 
Fulbright grant to conduct 

my research in Iceland next 
year, and I think the French 

Studies program laid the 
foundation for many of the 

skills that made this possible. 

Iceland). Although it 
sounds hopelessly 
idealistic, I aim to 

encourage researchers 
to incorporate both 

scientific and cultural 
perspectives rather than 

treating them as 
separate realms. 

possible. Take advantage of any 
interesting opportunity that comes your 

way, both inside and outside the 
classroom. 
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Tate Kaneshige '12

tkaneshige@gmail.
com 

Graphic designer Developed critical thinking 
skills, worked on creative 

presentations, expanded my 
horizons beyond traditional 

career paths 

Maintaining my own 
business 

Create a lifestyle that 
allows me to be present 

with my family 

It was the best decision of my college 
career, and I could not have completed it 

without the support of the amazing 
professors at Colby, especially Professor 

Paliyenko 

Samantha Drivas '15 

sjdrivas@gmail.com

Marketing Analyst at 
Santander Bank 

It helped me stay open in 
terms of opportunities, and 

navigate non-US companies’ 
cultures with ease. I worked 

for Havas, a French company 
prior to this, and was told 
that my experience with 

international backgrounds 
was one of the reasons I was 

recruited into my current 
role. In addition, my current 
team of eight people has six 

members here on visas, 
which I feel that my French 
Studies Major truly helped 

me to appreciate. I learned at 
Colby how to embrace 

cultural differences and I feel 
like that’s a quality I use on a 

daily basis now. 

It sounds simple, but human 
interaction. The work is 

work at the end of the day, 
but the challenge truly lies 
in motivating others and 

being able to work 
successfully with all 

different types of 
personalities and 

backgrounds to achieve a 
common goal. 

I hope to someday leave 
a trail of kindness, more 

than anything else. I 
hope that when people 
see the work I do, they 

reflect on their 
interactions with me in 
a positive manner and 

feel as though we 
worked successfully 

together. I also hope to 
inspire others to show 

up as their most 
authentic, kind selves 

and to not let the day to 
day stress get in the 
way of what truly 

matters. 

Pursue it. The faculty in the Colby 
French department will change your life. 
They will embrace you, encourage you 
and push you to be your best self in a 
way that you will never encounter in 
another major. Don't listen to people 

who say that Economics or Biology are 
the only practical choices - no one cares 

what you majored in at a liberal arts 
school. They care about how you learned 

to think. 

Jennifer Babb '11

jlbabb89@gmail.com

I'm a research assistant 
for a currency grading 

service. 

I cannot think how my major 
directly contributed to getting 

my current job. 

Unsure. Unsure. I have found my French Studies Major 
to be beneficial in unexpected ways. 
Even though my current job does not 

rely on French and is not directly related 
to the major, I do still use it. I work for a 
company that authenticates currency. I 

have helped to help translate French 
source materials, allowing us to 

authenticate unique French notes. It's 
something that I've been able to 

contribute that no one else in my office 
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Kristin Weigle '08

kmweigle@gmail. 
com

I am Director of 
Auditing and Consulting 

Services at California 
State University, 

Sacramento. 

The French Studies Major 
helped me reach the level I've 

achieved in my career by 
honing my ability to clearly 

communicate and create 
meaningful connections with 
people from a wide variety of 

backgrounds. 

Having to do more with 
less, gaining trust and 

persuading people to act 

I hope that my work 
reduces the stress 

associated with being 
audited and ultimately 

results in positive 
improvements that 

benefit the students of 
Sacramento State. 

Take full advantage of Colby's study 
abroad programs, and stay with a 

French-speaking host family at some 
point if possible. By doing so, you'll 

gain valuable language skills and also 
cultural insights that would be difficult 

to obtain elsewhere. 

Hannah Hrasky '11

hpbowman89@gmail.
com 

I’m a high school 
English and AVID 

teacher in Harrisonburg, 
Virginia. 

Having the ability to speak a 
second language certainly 
helped me get hired in the 

diverse community where I 
teach. With a large 

population of students from 
Francophone countries in 

Africa, my ability to speak 
French is an asset to the 

school. 

Working with a diverse 
group of cultures is 

challenging in the best way. 
I’m continually learning 

about the different 
experiences and 

perspectives that my 
students bring to the table 

and the challenges they face 
living in the United States. I 

come from an extremely 
different environment than 
most of my students, and 

learning to support them has 
been exciting and 

challenging. 

I hope that I can help 
create more 

opportunities for 
students of every 
income level and 

cultural background. 

I would highly recommend spending 
time learning a new language to be 

better engaged and understanding of a 
rapidly changing United States. 

Heather Rutherford 
'84

hdnicol@yahoo.com

Worked in finance for 20 
years after leaving 

Colby. I am currently 
running my own 

business as a parenting 
coach. 

My French Studies major 
taught me to be analytical. it 

helped me leap out of my 
comfort zone as my year 

abroad in Caen was the most 
challenging thing I had done 
to date. To be immersed in a 
new culture and make myself 

speak the language was 
extremely hard yet I over 

came all my fears, my lack of 

Again, working outside my 
comfort zone in something 
new. I am always learning 
and I love that. I have been 
learning my whole career 
and that is so important. 

am hoping that I help 
one family at a time to 
feel happier, more in 
control and to enjoy 
each other. A lovely 
change from finance! 

Being adaptable and not 
afraid to try new things 

is key. 

Learning a language is wonderful. The 
challenge of learning the grammar, 
learning to speak while immersing 
yourself in a different culture with 

people, literature, art etc. that are all 
unique and it's amazing … Reading 

Proust and Stendhal in French- it doesn’t 
get much better than that! Go for it!! 



WHERE	ARE	THEY	NOW?	
FRENCH	STUDIES	ALUMNI	

knowledge and I became a 
fluent French speaker. That 
experienced shaped me and 
gave me the self-confidence 
to pursue a successful career. 

E-MAIL WHAT DO YOU DO 
NOW FOR A 

LIVING? 

HOW DID THE FRENCH 
STUDIES MAJOR HELP 

YOU GET THERE? 

WHAT ARE THE 
BIGGEST 

CHALLENGES IN YOUR 
LINE OF WORK THESE 

DAYS? 

WHAT DO YOU 
HOPE YOUR WORK 

WILL 
ACCOMPLISH? 

ANY SUGGESTIONS FOR 
PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS 

CONSIDERING THE FRENCH 
STUDIES MAJOR? 

Carrie Arnaud '90

guglinn@yahoo.com

Financial Management: I 
am the Finance Director 
& Treasurer/Collector 

for the Town of 
Rockport. Prior to this 

position, I was the 
Conference Director for 
COMDEX, responsible 

for the Canadian market, 
special focus on French 
speaking regions. Prior 

to COMDEX, I was 
Conference Director for 
an organization in Paris, 
FR that held forums on a 

global level, in four 
official languages: Fr, 
Eng, Sp and German. 

Without my business skill set 
combined with my ability to 
speak French, I would not 

have been able to obtain the 
position in Paris. That 

position then allowed me to 
continue in the field of 

international event 
management. Eventually, I 

leveraged the budgetary piece 
of the conference operations 

and parlayed it into my 
current financial management 

position. 

N/A: My current 
professional situation is 

irrelevant to French studies. 

I have always believed, 
and continue to believe, 
that in depth exposure 

to a language allows for 
a more enriched 

perspective on the 
world and it's many 

complexities. It is a key 
step to widening our 

scope of view as 
different human beings 
on a shared plant. On a 
personal note, I married 
a Frenchman so in our 
house both Fr and Eng 

are spoken and we 
continue to expose our 
children to Fr and other 
parts of the world on a 

regular basis. 

Unless your long term goal is teaching, 
the ability to read/write/speak French is 
not a standalone skill; it needs to be the 

complement to another skill. I also 
studied Ad Sci at Colby. The ability to 
add French to a transferable skill set 

provided for the extra 'edge' over another 
applicant; essentially the 'icing on the 

cake'. 

Jessica Hansen '10

jessie.c.hansen@
gmail.com 

Office manager and 
accountant at a refugee 

resettlement office 

Speaking French and 
studying abroad in 

Madagascar gave me skills 
that added to my resume 

Under the current 
administration there is a lot 

of uncertainty for 
immigrants and refugees. 
We do our best to provide 

services to them with 
limited funding. 

Welcome new arrivals 
to the US and help them 

be successful in their 
new lives. 

The French Studies Major can help you 
find a job in many different areas, 

especially ones that involve international 
expertise or working with people from 

other countries. 
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Ann Fillback '88 

amfillback@yahoo. 
com

I am the co-founder of a 
fundraising consulting 
firm in Massachusetts. 

Prior to starting my own 
business I worked in 
marketing for several 

multi-national financial 
services companies. 

Although I haven't use 
French directly in my 

professional life, my liberal 
arts education prepared me 

well in terms of its emphasis 
on critical thinking, strong 
writing and an appreciation 

for the world. 

As a business owner the 
biggest challenge is to 

continually add new clients. 

In our work we help 
small/mid-size non-

profits do good in the 
world. 

I originally decided on a French major 
because of my strong interest in the 

language and my love of travel. At the 
time I thought I might enter the foreign 
service although I elected not to pursue 

that. I was a double major - as were most 
of my classmates. I think language 

majors are well prepared to be citizens 
of the world especially in our global 

economy. 
Jason George Foster

jasongeorgefoster 
@yahoo.com 

Strategy & Analytics 
Consultant 

I spent 4 years on several 
assignments in West Africa 

where the language of 
business and life was French. 

I would not have had this 
opportunity had I not had 

proficiency in French from 
Colby. 

Finding people who are 
comfortable with being 

uncomfortable. My work in 
Africa gave me this ability 
and it is critical in many 

areas of life today. 

I want to use analytics 
and data to solve major 

problems. 

Lindsey Walker '08

lindseymwalker@
gmail.com

Clinical Trial Manager at 
a pharmaceutical 

company 

I work for a global company 
and interact with people in 

France so being able to 
converse with them is helpful 
and I think employers value 

language skills. 

Red tape Save lives I double majored (Psych: Neuroscience 
and French Studies) and feel very lucky 
to have had the opportunity to do so - 

particularly study abroad and developing 
my French skills. 

Leslie Peterson '07

leslietpeterson@gmail
.com

I am an elementary 
school teacher and a 

mom. 

I loved studying French, but 
knew early on that I wanted 
to teach elementary school. 
One of the best parts of my 
French studies major was 

studying abroad Dijon. It was 
a highlight of my college 

career. I hope to instill a love 
of language in my son and 

teach him as much French as 
I can! When I taught 
elementary School in 

Vermont, the students took 
French class (in lieu of 

I am actually taking some 
time off to be at home with 

my 5 month old son. 

I hope to return to 
teaching in the near 

future! I would love to 
incorporate the French 
language in my life and 

work in any ways 
possible. 

Enjoy your time abroad! It is an 
absolutely amazing cultural experience. 
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Spanish) because we lived so 
close to Quebec. It felt good 
to be able to build on their 

French language learning in 
class. 

E-MAIL WHAT DO YOU DO 
NOW FOR A 

LIVING? 

HOW DID THE FRENCH 
STUDIES MAJOR HELP 

YOU GET THERE? 

WHAT ARE THE 
BIGGEST 

CHALLENGES IN YOUR 
LINE OF WORK THESE 

DAYS? 

WHAT DO YOU 
HOPE YOUR WORK 

WILL 
ACCOMPLISH? 

ANY SUGGESTIONS FOR 
PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS 

CONSIDERING THE FRENCH 
STUDIES MAJOR? 

Aileen Evans '12 

aileenpevans@gmail.
com 

Exchange program 
management 

inspired my curiosity for 
exploring different cultures 

through study abroad 
opportunities and eventually 
living in France after college. 

policies in the international 
education space (stricter 

immigration policies, 
international students' 

perception of America in 
this political climate) 

Accessible study abroad 
opportunities for 

college students in 
order to foster cultural 
diplomacy and mutual 
understanding across 

borders 
Asami Hirano '18

ahirano1024@gmail.
com

I work as a strategist at a 
digital marketing agency 

While I don't use French at 
the office, the critical 

thinking and analytical skills 
that I learned through 

studying French at Colby has 
really helped me excel in my 

work. 

One of the biggest 
challenges is brushing up on 

my Japanese business 
language skills. 

I hope to build an 
impressive client / work 

portfolio and one day 
possibly move to Paris 
to work in advertising / 

marketing. 

Step out of your comfort zone and 
embrace all of the opportunities that 

come your way, whether it's inside or 
outside of the French Studies major. I 

suggest any prospective French Studies 
majors to just take the leap because the 

French department will become like 
your second home on campus. 

Katherine Cosgrove'10

katherine.b.cosgrove 
@gmail.com 

Congressional Staff It didn't, really (I was also an 
IS major) 

Time management and 
stress 

Good legislative policy 
for the country and 

world. 

The great thing about language majors is 
that the class sizes are relatively small so 

you form great relationships with your 
professors. 

Rebecca Levenson '13

beccalevenson@gmail
.com

Assistant Marketing 
Manager at Disney 
Theatrical Group 

It didn't directly translate, but 
I talk about it regularly! I'm a 
rare person who managed to 

convert my Psych and French 
degrees into working on a 

Brand Marketing team, so it 
comes up often. 

Not letting the pressure keep 
me down. My constant drive 

to perform above 
expectations can sometimes 

make me too anxious to 
enjoy my work. 

Making people happy 
every day! My entire 

goal is to tell the world 
about how great Disney 

on Broadway shows 
are, and in the end I 

hope they see the show 
and create happy 

memories. 

STUDY ABROAD! And stay abroad for 
a year if you can. I learned more about 
myself over my year abroad than I did 
over my first two years at Colby. It has 
better prepared me for living in New 
York City, representing myself with 
confidence, and enjoying life to the 

fullest. 
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E-MAIL WHAT DO YOU DO 
NOW FOR A 

LIVING? 

HOW DID THE FRENCH 
STUDIES MAJOR HELP 

YOU GET THERE? 

WHAT ARE THE 
BIGGEST 

CHALLENGES IN YOUR 
LINE OF WORK THESE 

DAYS? 

WHAT DO YOU 
HOPE YOUR WORK 

WILL 
ACCOMPLISH? 

ANY SUGGESTIONS FOR 
PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS 

CONSIDERING THE FRENCH 
STUDIES MAJOR? 

Madochée Bozier '16

mkbozier@gmail.
com

Program Assistant for 
Human Rights NGO 

It was an added skill set to 
my CV which allowed me to 
secure an internship that let 
me to my current position. I 

use French to speak with 
francophone academics from 

all over the world. 

Stress Management & 
Public Speaking 

I hope it will be a 
positive stepping stone 

in allowing me to 
proceed in my career. 

Take a variety of classes, especially the 
theatre class with Prof. Brunetaux. You 
won’t regret it! Study abroad for a year 

and really try to only speak French. 
You’ll thank yourself later. 

Ginger Brooker '14

ginger.brooker@
icloud.com

Kindergarten Assistant 
Teacher 

I spent one year teaching 
English at a private school in 

the south of France. The 
program was created by a 

Colby alum and I found out 
about the opportunity 

through the French 
department during my senior 
year at Colby. That teaching 
experience in France helped 
me be a strong candidate for 
teaching positions in the US 

when I returned. 

Patience. Resilience. 
Finding long-term teaching 

jobs without a master’s 
degree. I plan to finally 

attend a graduate program in 
Education this fall. 

I would like to teach for 
about 20 years to gain 

experience in the 
classroom. Then, I hope 

to work for the UN 
Department of 

Education or a NGO 
organization that sets 

up schools in 
developing countries. I 
would love to help by 

training locals in 
effective teaching 

practices so that these 
schools can be self-

sustaining. 

French was originally my “fun” major 
because I pursued it simply for my love 

of the language and less for a future 
career in the field. As the coursework 

became more demanding, it felt less like 
my “fun” major, but the challenge kept 
me going. The high expectations from 

my French professors forced me to grow 
as a student and as a thinker in ways I 
could not have predicted. My classes 

encouraged me to think critically while 
analyzing text, access resources to 

further my research, and know when to 
ask for help. These skills will remain 
with me for the rest of my life. I still 

keep in touch with a few of my 
professors and I am so grateful for the 
support that they provided me while at 
Colby. I strongly recommend pursuing 
courses with the French department! I 

am happy to speak with any prospective 
majors to answer any questions. 

Shane Gallagher '17

sfgallagher17@gmail
.com

Federal Technology 
Consulting 

The most challenging part 
about getting an entry-level 
job in Consulting, beyond 

getting your resume noticed, 
is the interview. The French 

Studies Major not only 
teaches you a foreign 

language, but also how to 

My biggest challenge in the 
Technology Consulting 

field, is the ability to learn, 
understand, interpret and 
then go off and teach it to 
others. Technology as an 
industry is booming, and 
regardless of what you do 

While I unfortunately 
do not get to apply my 
French language skills 
at my job on a day-to-

day basis, my hope is to 
develop my 

professional acumen 
quickly as a recent 

Use the Colby Alumni Network as much 
as you can! As a former French Studies 

Major, I completely understand the 
difficulty of explaining to others career 
aspirations outside of the "social norm". 

I am always eager to help any French 
Studies Majors find and/or attain what 
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identify key nuances in 
interpersonal communication 
in a foreign environment. No 

one person walks into an 
interview totally comfortable 

and aware of their 
surroundings or what is to 
come. A successful French 

Studies Major student 
understands how to approach 
situations like this and find a 
sort of common-ground with 
the other person. At the end 

of the day, strong 
communication skills will not 
only make you qualified for a 

job, but desirable as well! 

professionally after Colby, 
you will find yourself 

learning new things all the 
time. At first, this task 
seemed daunting and 
overwhelming to me, 

especially being the only 
exclusively Liberal Arts 
student amongst my new 

fellow recent college 
graduates co-workers. All of 

these people were 
Engineering, Science, Math, 

and Finance majors in 
colleges so naturally I felt a 

bit out of place. What I 
realized though, is that 

when it comes to adapting 
to and utilizing new 

technologies, we were all on 
the same level. My greatest 
advantage when confronted 
with this ongoing challenge, 

is my ability to think 
critically in the context of 

my client and their needs as 
well as present my thought 

process to others in a 
cohesive and concise 

manner. 

college graduate so that 
I may combine that 

skillset with my French 
proficiency to grow and 

expand my network. 

they are looking for professionally as 
much as I can. 




