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Four Motions from the Academic Affairs Committee  
October 2020  

 
Note: For all four of these motions, the AAC will request a vote to suspend the rule 
requiring that a motion lie over until the next faculty meeting before it may be voted on. 
A motion to suspend the rules requires a two-thirds vote to pass. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Motion 1 addresses the January program requirement for graduation. Normally, students 
complete three programs (across three Januarys) by taking a course offered by Colby 
(either on or off campus), doing an internship, or completing an independent study. 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
Motion 1: 
a) For all currently enrolled students (the classes of 2021, ‘22, ‘23, and ‘24) the 
number of January programs required for graduation shall be reduced from three 
to two.  
b) Students in the class of 2024 will not be required to complete a January program 
in their first year.  
 
Background for Motion 1: 
The current requirements (from the Colby College Catalogue) are: 
“…each student must complete three January Programs…” 
“First-year students must take a January Program…” 
 
Because Colby’s Jan Plan is heavily reliant on visiting instructors, the total number of 
courses that we can offer this year will be more limited than in other years.  
Given the reduced availability of Jan Plan courses and internship opportunities in this 
academic year, this short-term policy revision would provide increased flexibility for 
students. Jan Plan courses would still be available for students who wanted them, and 
students who are able to arrange for internships (including remote internships) could do 
so. However this change would take some pressure off of students for whom it might be 
difficult to arrange an internship, and somewhat reduce the number of Jan Plan courses 
that will need to be offered.  
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Motions 2, 3 and 4 address the S/U grading option for the 2020 Fall semester. As a 
reminder, students opting to take a course S/U must receive a C- or higher to receive an S 
in the course. Those receiving a U do not receive any credit. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Motion 2: 
For the fall Semester of 2020, the deadline for declaration of 
Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory (S/U) shall be extended to Friday 30 October. 
 
Background for Motion 2: 
While this fall semester is more “normal” than last spring, it is still significantly different 
from a non-pandemic semester and presents exceptional challenges for some students. 
Having a more extended time period to gain a full understanding of the specific mode and 
conditions present in each course would allow students to consult with advisors and 
faculty and make more informed choices about whether to declare S/U in one or more 
classes. The original deadline for declaration of S/U (in early September) did not provide 
much time to get a full sense of the learning environment in each class.  
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Motion 3: 
For the fall Semester of 2020, courses taken with S/U declaration may be counted 
toward distribution requirements. 
 
Background for Motion 3: 
This change, as it did last spring, would give students the option to make the S/U 
declaration in a course that they are taking to fulfill a distribution requirement. Normally, 
courses taken S/U may not be used to satisfy a distribution requirement. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Motion 4: 
For the fall Semester of 2020, courses taken with S/U declaration will not be counted 
toward the 16 credit limit. 
 
Background for Motion 4: 
This change, as it did last spring, would offer more flexibility and greater opportunities to 
make use of the S/U declarations, including in multiple courses. Normally, students may 
elect a limited number of courses (totaling no more than 16 credits in their four years) on 
an S/U basis. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 


