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Responding to strong student interest in the area of Literature and the Environment, and 
drawing on the increasing breadth and depth of English faculty in this area, the English 
Department proposes a Concentration in Literature and the Environment within the 
major. By designing a pathway for students seeking an in-depth humanities-based 
approach to environmental inquiry, the Concentration builds upon and contributes to the 
multidisciplinary initiative in Environmental Humanities supported by a grant from the 
Mellon Foundation and sustained by the Center for the Arts and Humanities. 
  
The Growth of Literature and the Environment in Colby’s English Department 
  
Though literature and the environment has been an enduring element of the English 
curriculum for many years, our faculty’s research and teaching in this area have 
undergone remarkable expansion in recent years with the support of the Mellon-funded 
Environmental Humanities Initiative and the hiring of Environmental Humanities scholar 
Christopher Walker, first as a postdoctoral fellow and most recently as an Assistant 
Professor in English. Walker’s research and curricular contributions are augmented and 
complemented by the work of several English and Creative Writing faculty members, 
many of whom have participated in the Environmental Humanities Faculty Seminar and 
in the Center for the Arts and Humanities’ course development grant program.  
  
The Department is now in a position to offer study in Literature and the Environment 
from the early modern period through the twenty-first century and across national 
boundaries, media forms, and genres. Our faculty’s research and teaching analyze 
environmental issues through multiple methodological and theoretical approaches, 
including postcolonial and Anglophone literary studies, comparative race and ethnic 
studies, disability studies, queer studies, science and technology studies, animal 
studies, and place-based inquiry. Recognizing the disproportionate impact of climate 
change and other forms of environmental violence on Black, Indigenous, and People of 
Color (BIPOC) communities and striving to remedy the ways that academic programs 
relying on “dominant Western conceptions of nature and environmentalism”1 have 
excluded BIPOC environmental work, the Literature and Environment curriculum places 
a strong emphasis on environmental and social justice in US and in global contexts.  
  

                                                
1 Byron Caminero-Santangelo, Different Shades of Green: African Literature, Environmental Justice, and 
Political Ecology (University of Virginia Press, 2014; ctd by M. Shabangu, 1 October 2020). 



Rationale 
  
The Concentration in National and Peer Liberal Arts Contexts:  
With the creation of a Concentration in Literature and the Environment, Colby’s English 
Department will join distinguished literature departments at other colleges and 
universities, including UC Santa Barbara, the University of Oregon, UCLA, the 
University of Pennsylvania, and Cornell University. This specialization will also 
distinguish Colby from its peer institutions in the Northeast (including Amherst, Bates, 
Bowdoin, Middlebury, Swarthmore, and Williams Colleges), which have Environmental 
Studies programs that include one or more courses in environmental literary studies but 
do not have a concentration or program specifically focused on Literature and the 
Environment.  
  
Demand at Colby:   
Students’ demand for a curriculum focused on literature and the environment, 
environmental justice, and the Environmental Humanities (EH) has increased 
dramatically in the past five years. This demand is demonstrated in consistently high 
enrollments in Walker’s and other English faculty members’ environmental literature and 
EH courses and in many proposals for independent studies, independent majors2, and 
senior honors theses. We have seen significant participation by English and Creative 
Writing students in EH events on campus and in the new journal Fauna: Environmental 
Humanities Literary and Art Magazine, which is supported by the Environmental 
Humanities Initiative of the Center for the Arts and Humanities (its second issue was 
published in 2020). 
  
Meeting the Need: 
The Concentration in Literature and the Environment will provide the support of a 
departmentally sponsored intellectual community, as well as curricular coherence and 
scaffolded learning opportunities for these enthusiastic and passionate learners. It will 
enrich the sophistication and depth of their work in upper-level courses and honors 
theses.  
  
Further, the ENLE Concentration will provide students with the opportunity to develop 
key analytical and writing skills to assess a diverse, global Anglophone canon of 
environmental literature, and its intersection with colonial and activist histories. It will 
encourage students to analyze representations of more just futures. The Concentration 
will likewise build capacity and put in place a structure within the English Department to 

                                                
2 The Independent Major Committee approved the first independent major in EH for Tilly Peck on May 4, 
2020. Currently, three additional students in EN283 (Fall 2020) have expressed interest in pursuing a 
similar course of independent study. 



support the future development of a multidisciplinary program in Environmental 
Humanities. 
  
Integration of the Concentration into the English Department’s Curriculum and Goals: 
The Concentration will support the English Department’s Learning Outcomes, which 
include supporting students as they become active learners engaged in 

● Sustaining a reshaped literary canon. 
● Reading and writing across genres, platforms, and media. 
● Integrating writing and analysis. 
● Building community and listening across differences. 
● Writing with others at Colby, in Waterville, and far beyond. 
● Understanding how representation shapes the world. 
● Bringing both analytical and creative skills to global histories and ecological 

challenges. 
● Finding pleasure and personal meaning in reading and writing together. 

Through sustained and rigorous engagement with diverse, global traditions of 
environmental writing, the Concentration will further these goals while providing 
students with the opportunity to develop additional analytic and writing skills. 
Specifically, the ENLE Concentration will help students to achieve the following learning 
outcomes: 
  

● Examine the ways that environmental inequities have been produced, sustained, 
and contested, including through literature and other narrative forms. 

● Analyze histories of environmental writing, including their representations of 
human-environment relations and their intersection with colonial histories. 

●  Assess the history, etymology, and use of core concepts that structure 
apprehension of the natural world, including for example “nature,” “culture,” 
“environment,” and “ecology.” 

● Develop writing skills to clearly and effectively communicate developments in 
environmental sciences to a wider audience. 

● Foster a shared sense of collective but differentiated planetary responsibility.  
  
Preparation of Students for Future Study and Careers: 
Through their participation in the ENLE Concentration, students will be well prepared for 
pathways beyond Colby including fellowships and graduate study in the Environmental 
Humanities, and job opportunities that particularly value literary and interdisciplinary 
humanities-based training, including advocacy and activism, communications, 



education, journalism, and museum work. The ENLE Concentration will provide these 
students with a recognizable and, at present, unique credential that will give them a 
competitive edge in their applications to graduate programs and professional 
opportunities. 
  
Consultation 
  
In recent months, we have reached out to colleagues in numerous departments, 
programs, and initiatives including many who have been involved in the development of 
the Environmental Humanities and Environmental Sciences at Colby. These 
conversations have included faculty directors and members of the Center for the Arts 
and Humanities; the Environmental Humanities Faculty Seminar; the Environmental 
Studies Program; the Chemistry Department; the Philosophy Department; the Science 
Technology, and Society Program; and the Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 
Program.  
  
Based on feedback we have received from our colleagues, we have clearly defined 
learning objectives and scaffolded learning opportunities within the proposed 
Concentration; clarified the distinction and relationship between studies of Literature 
and the Environment and the broader field of the Environmental Humanities at Colby as 
well as Environmental Studies; determined how to advise students on selecting required 
coursework outside the major; streamlined the structure of the Concentration to ensure 
that students can successfully double major in other programs and departments; and 
confirmed that the Concentration will support the needs of students in interdisciplinary 
programs that draw on our department’s course offerings for their electives. We have 
also engaged in further discussion and reflection within the English Department, 
specifically with members of the department’s Antiracist Initiative, on how to reflect our 
commitment to studies of environmental justice and environmental racism in the 
proposed structure and requirements so that the Concentration does not default to 
narrow or Eurocentric definitions of environmentalism.  
  
Through these collaborative conversations, we have established that the Concentration 
in Literature and the Environment will  

● Reflect and incorporate perspectives from many constituents within and beyond 
the department that have been centrally involved and invested in the 
development of the Environmental Humanities at Colby;  

● Support students double-majoring in English, Environmental Studies, and other 
departments and programs offering courses in the Environmental Humanities; 
and 



● Support ongoing efforts across the College to develop a new Environmental 
Humanities major drawing on many departments and programs.  

  
Proposed Structure of the Concentration in Literature and the Environment within 
the English Major  

The eleven-course major in English and twelve-course major in English with a 
Concentration in Creative Writing (ENCR) provide students pathways to build their 
expertise in the study of literature by incorporating both breadth and depth. For English 
majors, the required courses at the 200-level include EN200: Foundations of Literary 
Study, and EN271: Introduction to Critical Theory, which introduces students to 
theoretical approaches to literature.3 Beyond these two courses, an English major 
chooses a third 200-level course4 and five 300- and 400-level courses, which allow our 
students to build on the interests they have developed in the introductory courses. The 
major also includes two electives, which can be literature in a foreign language or in 
translation, other Creative Writing courses, and designated courses in other disciplines. 
All majors take a senior seminar (EN493), our capstone course, where they engage in 
significant research, writing, and study of advanced literary topics. Students who pursue 
the English major with a Concentration in Creative Writing take four writing workshops 
at the 200-level or above in addition to fulfilling the requirements for the English major 
listed above.  

The English Department field distribution requirements within the major are designed to 
reflect our commitment to helping students balance breadth and depth in their literary 
studies. These include: 

❏    One poetry course at any level, either in literary study or creative writing 
(P) 

❏    Two early literatures in English courses (E) 
❏    Two diaspora/crossroads courses that explore the literatures of 

underrepresented groups, or courses that address alternative literatures 
in ethnic American, diasporic works, world literatures, or postcolonial 
literatures; these courses might set these literatures in dialogue with 
works across the curriculum (D) 

❏    Two comparative literatures and media courses that cross national 
boundaries, cross historical periods, or intermix media forms (C) 

                                                
3 Courses at the 100 level do not count toward the major requirements.  
4 Courses at the 200 level include broad surveys of subfields and topics within English literary studies as 
well as introductory Creative Writing workshop courses. 



The Concentration in Literature and the Environment will include courses spanning all of 
these field distributions, thus supporting students in their pathway through the major.  
  
Further, we propose that the Concentration in Literature and the Environment 
(ENLE) will be anchored by two required courses: The 200-level introductory course, 
EN283: Introduction to Environmental Humanities, will serve as the gateway to the 
Concentration, familiarizing students with a broad range of humanities-based 
approaches to environmental study. This course will also serve as a prerequisite and 
foundation for a second required course at the 300-level, focusing specifically on literary 
studies of the environment; this course will ground students in discipline-specific 
methods and theories as well as the enduring and diverse global traditions of nature 
writing.  
  
Reflecting our commitment to promoting inquiry into and understanding of how 
environmental inequities have been produced, sustained, and contested, these core 
courses will introduce students to fundamentals of how human-nature relationships are 
represented in literature and language, and how these representations respond to 
environmental racism, promote environmental justice, and advocate for resilient 
communities in the face of environmental change. 
  
Students can then carry these concepts, skills, and frameworks from the core courses 
into upper-level courses in literature and the environment and the Environmental 
Humanities. We will offer at least two upper-level courses per year to meet student need 
for electives in the Concentration. Recognizing that many students pursuing the 
Concentration will be double-majoring in Environmental Studies, and further recognizing 
that many graduate programs and jobs will expect Environmental Humanities training to 
be broadly interdisciplinary, the Concentration will require students to take at least one 
course outside the English Department in Environmental Studies and/or the 
Environmental Humanities. Students can choose either a core course from the 
Environmental Studies (ES) Program or one of the many cross-listed electives drawn 
from other programs and departments across the College that count toward an ES 
major or that have been listed by the Center for Arts and Humanities. 
  
The English Major with Concentration in Literature and the Environment (ENLE) as 
currently planned will require 11 courses within the Department and 1 additional course 
outside the department in Environmental Studies and/or the Environmental Humanities, 
for a total of 12 courses.  
  



To put this schematically, ENLE students will meet required courses for the English 
Major and English Major with a Concentration in Creative Writing while also satisfying 
the following requirements. Their plan of study will be as follows. 
  
Proposed Requirements for the Concentration in Literature and the Environment 
(ENLE): 
  
In addition to EN200 and EN271, ENLE students will take the following:  
 

❏    EN283: Introduction to Environmental Humanities 
❏    EN357: Literature and the Environment 
❏    One course outside the department (either an Environmental Studies 
course or a course designated by the Center for Arts and Humanities as 
an Environmental Humanities course) 
  

In meeting their EN or ENCR requirements they will also take:  
  
❏    At least two English courses drawn from the ENLE Concentration List, 
one of which may be EN493: Senior Seminar 

 
   

As students move toward completion of the Concentration requirements, they will have 
several opportunities for a capstone experience, including the English Senior Seminar, 
a Senior Honors Thesis, or an independent study. We anticipate frequent offerings of 
senior seminars with Literature and Environment emphases; in other senior seminars, 
honors projects, and independent studies, students will have the option and support of 
faculty to shape research projects to take advantage of their studies in Literature and 
the Environment.  
  
  



Courses within the English Department that Could Count toward the 
Concentration in Literature and the Environment: 
 
Diaspora and Crossroads: 
EN283 / Introduction to Environmental Humanities (Walker) 
EN333 / Environmental Revolutions in American Literature and Culture (Sibara) 
EN357 / Literature and the Environment (Walker)   
EN362 / Energy and Utopia (Walker) 
EN373 / Life in Times of Extinction (Walker) 
 
 
Comparative: 
EN283 / Introduction to Environmental Humanities (Walker) 
EN333 / Environmental Revolutions in American Literature and Culture (Sibara) 
EN337 / Climate Fiction (Walker) 
EN357/ Literature and the Environment (Walker)    
EN362 / Energy and Utopia (Walker) 
EN373 / Life in Times of Extinction (Walker) 
EN363 / ST 363 / The Enlightenment and the Anthropocene (Hanlon) 
 
Early Literatures: 
EN233 / Enlightenment Data and Literature (Hanlon) 
EN363 / ST 363 / The Enlightenment and the Anthropocene (Hanlon) 
EN493 / Senior Seminar: 17th-Century Literature and the Natural World (Sagaser) 
 
Poetry: 
EN262 / Poetry & the Nature of Being (Sagaser) 
EN264 / Dickinson & English Poetry (Sagaser) 
EN493 / Senior Seminar: 17th-Century Literature and the Natural World (Sagaser) 
 
Other: 
EN280 / Creative Nonfiction, with the theme Coming of Age in the Anthropocene 
(Burke) (one-time only being offered in spring 2021) 
 
Courses Currently in Development to be Proposed to AAC: 
EN2XX: The Floating World: Writing, Literature, and Ecology in the Himalayas 
(Braunstein) 
EN4XX / Health and the Environmental Humanities (Sibara)--this course can also be 
offered as a senior seminar in some years 
EN4XX / Senior Seminar in Literature and the Environment (Walker) 



  
  
  
Courses Outside the English Department that Could Count Toward the 
Concentration in Literature and the Environment: 
For guidance on selecting courses outside the English Department, we will recommend 
that students consult the checklist of courses created by the Environmental Studies 
Program: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c7-1r4s7UvPxf-eXXb4MovTBqbNvW-
ISUOOJ7KFiP9A/edit  
  
In addition, we will recommend that students consult the list of upcoming Environmental 
Humanities courses compiled by the Center for the Arts and Humanities. For example, 
the Center has listed the following courses for the 2020-2021 academic year: 
http://web.colby.edu/environmentalhumanities/courses-2020-21/ 
  
FALL 2020 
AM245: Land, Sovereignty, Art (Hickey) 
AY256: Land, Food, Culture, Power (Mills) 
AY365: Space, Place, and Belonging (Tate) 
PL243: Environmental Ethics (Stephano) 
SP135: Introduction to Critical Analysis--Eco-Fiction & Eco-Thought (Millones) 
ST112: Science, Technology, and Society (Jiang) 
  
  
SPRING 2021 
AY221: Pets, Beasts, and Wildlife (Menair) 
AY464: Anthropology of Food (Mills) 
EA242: Development and Environmental Issues in Contemporary China (Zhang) 
HI348: US Environmental History (Jacobson) 
IT242: Italian Ecopoetics Beauty, Loss, Desire (Cannamela) 
PL398A: Nature, Sex, Power: New Materialisms (Stephano) 
RE232: American Spirituality and the Environment (Harper) 
SP135: Introduction to Critical Analysis--Eco-Fiction & Eco-Thought (Millones) 
SP237: Conquest and Resistance in the Americas (Millones) 
  
  
  
  
  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c7-1r4s7UvPxf-eXXb4MovTBqbNvW-ISUOOJ7KFiP9A/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c7-1r4s7UvPxf-eXXb4MovTBqbNvW-ISUOOJ7KFiP9A/edit

