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Motion from the Academic Affairs Committee on S/U declarations 
March 2021 

 
Note: This motion was originally introduced as New Business at the February faculty meeting.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Background: 
This motion addresses the S/U grading option for the 2021 Spring semester. As a reminder, 
students opting to take a course S/U must receive a C- or higher to receive an S in the course. 
Those receiving a U do not receive any credit. 
 
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, S/U dates and policies were relaxed for the Spring 2020 
and Fall 2020 semesters. This resulted in a substantial increase in the number of S/U declarations 
that students made. 
 
 In a typical (non-pandemic) semester, there are usually about 150 S/U declarations. 
 In Spring 2020 (with relaxed S/U deadline and policies), there were about 1800 S/U 
declarations. 
 In Fall 2020 (with relaxed S/U deadline and policies), there were 554 S/U declarations. 
  (496 resulted in a grade of S; 48 resulted in a grade of U).   
  (10 were later appealed and were reversed to a letter grade) 
 513 of those declarations came after the original (October) deadline.  
 108 students declared S/U in more than one class. 
 Factors that did not affect the likelihood of declaring S/U: 
  Being a student of color vs. a white student. 
  Being a first-generation student. 
  Receiving a Pell Grant. 
  Being an athlete.  
  The division of the course being taken. 
 Factors that did affect the likelihood of declaring S/U: 
  Being a sophomore (more likely). 
  Being male (more likely). 
  Being an international student studying remotely (more likely). 
  The major of the student 
   More likely: SOC division, Art, Math, Computer Sci., Education  
   Less likely: Biology, Environmental Studies, Undeclared 
 
The Spring 2021 semester is still significantly different from a non-pandemic semester and 
presents exceptional challenges for some students. Having a more extended time period to gain a 
full understanding of the conditions present in each course would allow students to consult with 
their instructors and advisors and make more informed choices about whether to declare S/U in 
one or more classes. The standard deadlines for S/U (19 February to declare, 19 March to 
revoke) do not provide as much time to get a full sense of the learning environment in each class.  
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This motion would also give students the option to make the S/U declaration in a course that they 
are taking to fulfill a distribution requirement. Normally, courses taken S/U may not be used to 
satisfy a distribution requirement. 
 
This change would offer more flexibility and greater opportunities to make use of the S/U 
declarations, including in multiple courses. Normally, students may elect a limited number of 
courses (totaling no more than 16 credits in their four years) on an S/U basis. 
 
The effect of this motion would be to grant the same changes to S/U deadlines and polices that 
were granted for the Fall 2020 semester.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to suggestions presented at the February faculty meeting: 
1. Some faculty members suggested the possibility of an S/U deadline earlier than 12 May. After 
extensive deliberation, the AAC still feels that 12 May (the last day of classes) is the best choice 
for the S/U deadline.  
 
2. Some faculty members expressed a preference for consistency between all the departments 
and programs on whether courses taken S/U may be counted toward major requirements. 
However, the committee has no authority to compel departments and programs to adopt a 
particular policy on accepting S/U courses for their majors. There is a long-standing tradition of 
department/program autonomy on this, and it has always been the case that different majors have 
had different rules on the use of S/U. It is the sense of the committee that many 
departments/programs do not wish to allow S/U classes for major requirements, while others are 
in favor of allowing them.  
 
3. Many faculty members felt it would be advantageous to require students to consult with their 
advisors before making S/U declarations. Prior to Spring 2020, S/U declarations were made 
using a paper form that required a signature from the student’s academic advisor. With the 
pandemic-related relaxation of S/U rules, the increased number of S/U declarations made that 
process no longer feasible. S/U declarations are now made via a web-based declaration form, and 
it is not practical to build an advisor “signature” requirement into that system.  
 As a means of strongly encouraging advisor consultation before making S/U decisions, 
the electronic S/U declaration form used in Spring 2021 will require the following certification “I 
certify that I have consulted with my advisor about this S/U declaration, and I have a clear 
understanding of any effects it might have on using the course to satisfy requirements for my 
current major or any potential major”. 
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Motion 
For the Spring Semester of 2021, the deadline for declaration of 
Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory (S/U) shall be extended to Wednesday 12 May. 
 
For the Spring Semester of 2021, courses taken with S/U declaration may be 
counted toward distribution requirements. 
 
For the Spring Semester of 2021, courses taken with S/U declaration will not 
be counted toward the 16-credit limit. 


