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Draft Motion from the Academic Affairs Committee  
on Credit Transfer for Online Courses 

April 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
Background: 
Colby’s policy on credit transfer for currently enrolled students (articulated on p. 35 of the 2021-
21 Colby College Catalogue) prohibits the transfer of credits for online courses. While that 
prohibition has been relaxed (but only under specific conditions) during the pandemic, the 
limited allowance of credit transfer for online courses is set to expire at the end of summer 2021.  
 
The general prohibition on credit transfer for online courses has been in place for over a decade. 
The original justification for this prohibition was that online courses were presumed to be 
universally of low quality and unworthy of acceptance, an assumption that is no longer valid.  
 
Removing the general ban on credit transfer for online courses would open up additional 
opportunities and access for Colby students. This could be especially beneficial to students who 
don’t have local access to summer courses where they live. For a variety of reasons, Colby 
students occasionally need to take courses (typically during the summer or during a leave of 
absence) at another institution and then transfer the credits to Colby. Allowing the use of high-
quality online courses for this purpose would expand the options available to our students. 
 
Our current policy for credit transfer provides a rigorous system for review and approval (or not) 
of courses proposed for transfer. Every request from a student to transfer credit to Colby must go 
through this process, and the course must be approved by the appropriate department chair, 
program director, or associate provost. If the general ban on online courses were removed, online 
courses proposed for credit transfer would still need to be approved through this same system.  
 
We would not be universally accepting all online courses for credit transfer. We would simply be 
removing the universal ban on accepting any online course for credit transfer.  

 
 

Note: This would not allow students (as a matter of course) to enroll in online courses at other 
institutions during semesters when they are enrolled at Colby. The following rule, which is part 
of the Residence Requirement (p. 19 of the Catalogue), would still be in place: 
 
“Unless taken as part of an established institutional exchange program, credits earned 
at another institution while a student is registered concurrently at Colby may not be 
applied toward graduation requirements” 
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Motion 
The policy on transferred credits for currently enrolled students shall be 
modified as indicated below. 

 

Transferred Credits for Currently Enrolled (Matriculated) Students  

Courses taken at other accredited institutions, not including online courses, in which 
grades of C or higher have been earned (the courses may not be taken with pass/fail or 
satisfactory/unsatisfactory grading), may be credited toward the Colby degree under the 
conditions and circumstances listed below and those specified in Residence 
Requirement and Quantity Requirement in the Academic Requirements section. All 
credits presented for transfer toward a Colby degree must be supported by official 
transcripts issued by the college or university where the credits were earned. Course 
descriptions and, in some cases, syllabi are required. Transferred grades are not used 
in computing the grade point average.  

1. Students seeking to transfer credits for full-time study away from Colby must file 
application forms by the established deadlines with the Office of Off-Campus 
Study. Approval must be obtained prior to beginning such study. The Office of 
Off-Campus Study must be notified immediately of any subsequent change in the 
approved program.  

2. Graded college-level academic credits earned at an accredited degree-granting 
institution may be transferred toward a Colby degree by matriculated students, 
including students dismissed for academic reasons by the Committee on 
Standing, if approved in writing, prior to enrollment in specific courses at the 
other institution, by the appropriate College authorities. Forms on which to seek 
approval can be obtained from the Office of the Registrar. The Registrar's Office 
must be notified immediately of any subsequent change in the approved courses.  

3. No student may receive transfer credit for more than nine credit hours taken for 
the purpose of completing degree requirements after leaving Colby. Credits 
earned at summer school will not constitute a semester to apply to those required 
for the Colby degree.  

 


