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RATIONALE 
The following document presents the rationale behind our proposed modifications to the Spanish 
major. Our current curriculum is divided upon geographic specialty (Spain, Latin America, and 
the Latinx U.S.) and period (pre-1800 and post-1800, very broadly), and has been in place for the 
entirety of our institutional memory. In reviewing this curriculum, we see that it does not 
adequately reflect our fields, our interests, nor the way we envision our contributions to the 
Humanities curriculum at Colby. We also recognize that as a department we are changing, as is 
the student body of Colby. Repeated conversations as a department have emphasized just how 
we see our work as dynamic and interdisciplinary, and that the themes, topics, and ideas we 
cover in our courses are not necessarily bound by time and geographical location. By shifting 
where we have historically placed the emphasis of our major, we are looking to highlight the 
thematic commonalities between our courses and our curriculum as a whole and offer a more 
holistic program that extends from a student’s first contact with the language and cultures of the 
Hispanic world to our senior seminar. By encouraging students to see our major through a series 
of thematic connections, we hope to underscore the existing connections between our courses, 
which in turn will encourage our students to move away from a less fruitful and compelling 
vision of our curriculum as only a series of geographical locations and time periods.  
 
In modifying our curriculum, we also seek to bridge the artificial divide between our courses in 
Colby’s language sequence and our major. Our current major curriculum makes it a near 
impossibility for students who begin the language sequence in Spanish to fulfill the major 
requirements; when select majors have been able to meet these requirements, it has been through 
immense efforts that required summer courses at other institutions and/or taking a majority of 
Spanish courses for consecutive semesters. The result is a major that gives the appearance of 
having been formulated only with high intermediate and advanced students in mind, a design that 
upholds structural inequalities in education and discourages large groups of students from 
continuing their studies with us, albeit unintentionally. 
 
Our proposed curriculum strengthens and centers the type of content that our students care about 
while allowing a greater number of students to feasibly attain the major. To do so, and beginning 
with the class of 2024, our proposal eliminates geographical and chronological requirements in 
favor of themed elective courses. Simultaneously, we are decreasing the total required courses 
for students who start in the language sequence (SP125, 126, 127) for the classes of 2022 and 
beyond, to be applied retroactively. This reduction in particular brings our major sequence more 
in line with other language departments on campus. It also complements the changes already 
made to our program in the past two years: to wit, the creation of a sustained JanPlan course in 
Salamanca along with greater integration with the Salamanca GES program, the elimination of 
an intermediate-level course (SP131) and revision of our conversation and composition course 
(SP128) to more directly include cultural issues, the creation of a heritage learners’ sequence of 
courses (SP126H and SP128H), the elimination of the study abroad requirement, and the 
transformation of SP135 from a literary-based course to a topics-based course that can vary 
according to a professor’s field specializations. 
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POWER AND INEQUALITY 
As a department, we see “Power and Inequality” as the architectural foundation of our 
curriculum. Our courses consider structures of power and issues of inequality and inequity in the 
Hispanic and Latinx worlds through culture, literature, media, and more. We think about border 
crossings and cultural identities, sexual deviance and the performance of gender, marginality and 
liminality with respect to the canon, the frictional relationship between ethnicity, race, and 
colonial power, and regional and local divisions under the auspices of a centralized State. We do 
this, importantly, within the context of academia in the United States, and as such we underscore 
cultural competency, social justice, and greater knowledge of cultures like and unlike one’s own. 
Further, by turning to the ways that our major is already defined through Power and Inequality, 
we provide a clearer vision of our curriculum beyond its contributions to linguistic competency. 
 
We have identified three key themes that our courses routinely fall under and under which we 
have been trained as instructors and scholars. We note that at times a course may be categorized 
as more than one of these themes. 
 

1. CULTURAL IDENTITY. Courses designated as such analyze how race, ethnicity, 
and/or cultural identity operate and move within a specific culture or State. The 
course may primarily focus on any aspect of cultural identity (regional difference, 
racial hierarchies, ethnic divisions, regional or national linguistic characteristics, or 
more).  

2. GENDER AND SEX. Courses designated as such primarily focus on issues of 
gender, sexuality, and sex within a particular cultural context. The course may 
analyze gender performance, sexual deviance or marginality, LGBTQ+ sexualities, 
femininity and masculinity, and the representation of these through a variety of 
cultural texts. 

3. HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT. Courses designated as such study our changing 
global environments and our lived, physical experience of the world. These courses 
look to climate change, eco-criticism and environmental humanities, health and the 
body, human-environment interactions, aging, death, and extinction. 

 
These themes serve as a vision of what unites us, and the topics and ideas that underscore our 
connections to our courses and ourselves. In articulating these themes, we have thought through 
our mission statement, recent course offerings, and the specializations of our colleagues; we 
sought to reify our connections to each other through themes that described our present while 
also offering aspirational possibilities for the future.  
 
 

PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE MAJOR 
 
 
Current Major Requirements (9 courses) 
 
Core courses 

• SP135 Introduction to Critical Analysis 
• SP231 Advanced Spanish Grammar 

 
One course in Latin America, Spain, and the Latinx U.S. (though each is required, they may be 
combined with time period requirement); 
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Two pre-1800 courses (Colonial Latin America, Early modern Spain); 
Two post-1800 courses (Contemporary Spain, contemporary Latin America, Latinx U.S.) 
 
Senior Seminar 

• SP497 
 
 
Proposed Major Requirements (9 courses) 
 
Core courses 

• SP135 Introduction to Critical Analysis 
• SP231 Advanced Spanish Grammar 

 
Two approved electives in Gender & Sexuality; 
Two approved electives in Culture & Identity; 
Two approved electives in Health & Environment 
 
Senior Seminar 

• SP497 
 
 
Proposed Major Requirements (8 courses; eligible to students that start in the SP125/126/127 
sequence) 
 
Core courses 

• SP135 Introduction to Critical Analysis 
• SP231 Advanced Spanish Grammar 

 
One approved elective in Gender & Sexuality; 
One approved elective in Culture & Identity; 
One approved elective in Health & Environment; 
Two additional electives in the themes of the student’s choosing 
 
Senior Seminar 

• SP497 
 
 
ELECTIVE COURSES 
Courses currently offered (AY 20-21) that could count toward the elective requirements: 

SP254  US Latinx in 20th Century (C&I) 
SP256  Blackness in Early Modern Spain (C&I) 
SP346  Race, Rights, Land (C&I) 
SP236  Medical Spanish (H&E) 
SP237  Conquest & Resistance (H&E) 
SP376  Pre-Columbian Civilization (H&E) 
SP239  Latin America at the Movies (G&S) 
SP244  Bad Women and B-Films (G&S) 
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Other Courses recently offered (AY 18-20) that could count toward the elective requirements: 
SP253  Medieval Iberian Culture (C&I) 
SP298  Latin American Theatre (C&I) 
SP362  All About Almodóvar (G&S) 
SP366  Queer Spain (G&S) 

 
 
 
CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED CURRICULUM  
 

Spanish majors will successfully complete a minimum of 9 courses: our three core courses 
(Spanish 135, 231, and the senior seminar) as well as 6 literature, culture, or film electives at the 
200- and 300-levels. Students who begin their studies in the Spanish language sequence 
(SP125/126/127) or in SP126H have reduced major course requirements, completing our three 
core courses as well as 5 major elective courses. Majors must take one course in the department 
each semester. Independent study work does not replace required courses.  

The courses within our major are structured with an eye on differentials of power and inequality 
across and within cultures. For this reason, Spanish majors complete two electives in each of the 
following categories: (1) culture and identity, or courses that analyze how race, ethnicity, and/or 
cultural identity operate and move across cultures and/or States; (2) gender and sex, courses 
which focus on issues of gender, sexuality, and sex within a particular cultural context; and (3) 
health and environment, courses that study global environments and our lived, physical 
experience of the world. Please note that a course taken in the Spanish Department may fulfill no 
more than one elective requirement, and that SP135 does not count towards the major electives. 

Given the intercultural and multicultural focus of the department’s curriculum, majors are 
strongly advised to spend a semester or academic year studying abroad in their third year. A 
minimum grade point average of 2.7 is required to retain the Spanish major and for permission to 
study abroad. Students who study abroad will enroll in programs that offer university-level 
courses (not in a language acquisition program), and all course work abroad must be conducted 
in Spanish. All study-abroad plans for students majoring in Spanish must be approved in advance 
by the Spanish major advisor and the department chair. Eligibility prerequisites for Spanish 
majors to study abroad include the completion of Spanish 135 and Spanish 231 with a grade of C 
or better.  

The following statements also apply: 

• The point scale for retention of the major is based on all Spanish Department courses 
numbered above 132. 

• No major requirements may be taken satisfactory/unsatisfactory. 
• Students must receive a grade of C or better for the course to count toward the major. 
• All majors must take and pass with a grade of C or better at least one course in Spanish 

approved by the major advisor each semester until graduation. 
• No more than the equivalent of two semester courses of study abroad credit may be 

counted toward the major per semester, or four semester courses per year. 
• No more than the equivalent of four semester courses of transfer credit may be counted 

toward the major. 


