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Poster presentations pedagogy 
guide 
Poster presentations are popular assignments for many reasons: they 
require students to be concise and get to the heart of an issue, they 
allow all course participants to stroll through the work of their peers, and 
they prepare students for presenting work at conferences, just to name 
a few benefits. Here are some tips for using posters in your course! 
 
 

1. Collect examples of excellence 
Great poster designs abound on the web, and you can provide your 
students with examples that you think work well. But don’t stop there: 
divide your class into small groups and have them explain what works 
well and what could be improved with each poster. Then have those 
small groups report back to the whole class (you can have them write 
their top 3 pieces of advice for good posters on the board, for instance).  
 
If a topic is very short, or has little to no substantiating research (one 
such example is some tips to make Moodle sites easier for students to 
navigate), then a Teaching Spotlight can be just one page. Otherwise, 
aim for the document to take up two pages – but not more than that. 
 
 

2. Academic IT has you covered! 
The Academic Technology office at Colby can print posters, but they also 
provide a page with great advice. Provide this as a resource to students 
when creating your assignment and posting it to Moodle so that they all 
have this good advice as soon as they first start to brainstorm their 
assignment.  
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Some ideas for 
getting students to 

think more 
carefully about the 

design of 
academic posters 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Teaching Spotlights” 
are small but 

impactful ways for 
professors to keep 

consistent 
pedagogical 

improvement at the 
forefront of their 

teaching practice.  
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This site contains a wealth of resources, including examples of academic 
posters (which you can use for the activity described in #1 above if you 
don’t already have posters that you like picked out). 
 
 

3. Use infographics as inspiration 
Paul Byrne has said that academic posters should be as close to an 
infographic as possible. His point? That a well-chosen arrangement of 
key content and illustrative yet simple imagery is not only in keeping with 
the way most industries use data visualization, but it also will help create 
a quick, effective reading experience for anyone viewing the poster. So, 
consider showing students some example infographics that you find 
compelling to guide their designing. 
 
 

4. Try an alternative 
Mike Morrison made quite a splash with his “better” style of poster. This 
style requires students to exercise perhaps even more skill with 
concision and summary than other poster designs do, which makes it 
excellent practice for these skills (which are needed in pretty much every 
professional context). Find examples at the Center for Open Science 
website (see link in column at left), which you can share with your 
students.  
 
But note that Morrison’s idea has its opponents, too, with some arguing 
that his design gives up too much real estate to white space (see the 
article from Inside Higher Ed in the column to the left). Consider staging 
this debate with your students so that they consider their poster design 
choices more carefully (have students voice their opinions in small 
groups, with each group providing a spokesperson to summarize their 
discussion to the larger class group). 
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