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Tips for Modeling Good 
Presentations 
To elicit good presentations from students, they need to know what 
constitutes a good presentation. Use example presentations as models 
of delivery as well as examples of content. This brief guide offers some 
ways of how to do so. 
 
 

1. Pick purposefully 
Without seeing some strong presentations, students might not 
understand what makes one presentation more successful than 
another. So, find some good presentations to show students to help 
foster this kind of understanding. However, you might find that students 
will produce better presentations if you show them some unsuccessful 
examples. Have students group together to critique a less-than-stellar 
short talk, and then as a whole-class group explain specifically how 
those examples fall flat (you can fill in any gaps in what students notice 
and discuss). 
 

2. Make the goal transparent 
When using example presentations, be explicit about your goal. Tell 
students if an example is something you think they should emulate, or if 
the talk is one that you want them to evaluate and critique. Otherwise, 
students may see all examples as templates to follow, which can inhibit 
their creativity and the effectiveness of their messaging. 
 

3. Lead by example 
Perform an example analysis of a presentation yourself so that students 
know what you expect in such analyses. Then, have students work in 
small groups to analyze a different presentation. Groups can then report 
back to the whole class to share insights. 
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Use these as the 
building blocks for 

planning a 
carefully 

considered 
speaking task 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Teaching Spotlights” 
are small but 

impactful ways for 
professors to keep 

consistent 
pedagogical 

improvement at the 
forefront of their 

teaching practice.  
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4. Refer back 
When discussing the instruction for a students’ presentation 
assignment, refer to the earlier analyses done in class as a method for 
breaking down and understanding what characteristics should be 
present in their own presentations. Help students see how your course 
builds skills and knowledge by connecting such practice tasks with the 
goals of assessed assignments. 
 

5. Permission, please 
You may already have a library of recorded presentations from previous 
students. If they have provided their explicit written permission to use 
their recorded presentation, you can use it as an example for your 
current class. But if past students have not provided such permission, 
you must not share their work. 
 
6. What do you expect? 
One effective way to express your expectations is through the use of 
criteria. You might give the characteristics of what constitutes a 
minimum passing mark for the talk, and then (in the feedback and/or 
assessment stages) let students know where they exceed that minimum 
mark and where they fall short. Use the criteria when introducing the 
assignment so that students know from the start at what they should 
aim. For presentations, make sure to include what is expected of the 
talk’s content as well as what you expect from the student’s delivery and 
(if applicable) their supporting visuals. 
 
7. Tools are cool 
Provide resources, as appropriate, to help students successfully 
complete the task. Suggest helpful journals or books on the content, 
provide links to videos of presentations in the mode that you have 
assigned, or give students sound advice about presentation planning 
and delivery from respectable sources. If you need help finding more 
tools, seek additional help from the Center for Teaching and Learning.  
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Speech Archives 
 

American Rhetoric (video, 
audio, and/or text of over 

5000 speeches from 
American history) 

 
 

Gifts of Speech 
(signficant speeches by 

women around the world) 
 
 

The King Institute (text 
and audio of many 

speeches by Martin 
Luther King, Jr.) 

 

 


